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We've all heard a lot of talk about the Digital Age. But what have we seen? Here ends 
the hype, the hyperbole and all those other “b” words. Introducing the RCA Digital 
Satellite System. That's not another announcement. That's a fact. Twenty-two thousand 
miles above the equator are twin satellites using advanced digital technology to give you 
: : 2 : Be The 60" RCA 
the kind of picture and sound that will completely rewrite the television history books. Home Theatre and DSS 
System. Digital Home Theatre is here. 


You see, your TV is only as good as the broadcast signal it receives. And the current signal hasn't changed 


since the NTSC first set the standard way back in 1940. In other words, it’s well over 50 years behind the times. 


Announcing the end of 
announcements announcing the 
coming digital revolution. 


Enter the DSS system. An entirely new kind of broadcast that can deliver up to 35% more lines of resolution 
and CD-quality sound’ Combine that with an RCA Home Theatre” and you get Digital Home Theatre. 
Television will never be the same again. The DSS system will be on the cutting edge well into the next century. 

It incorporates MPEG-2, the new standard for digital television. It gives you a laser-disc quality® picture and 


eliminates many of the problems with today’s TV and cable systems. Like interference and video noise. You won't 





toleare get caught with your technological pants down either. The DSS system has a wide-band data 


An entirely new way 
of watching television, 















port. So when HDTV comes along, you'll be ready! In fact, we're playing a major role in the 
development of HDTV. This 1s not fiction. It’s reality. The DSS system could be in your 


living room tomorrow. So, what are you waiting for? Changing Entertainment. Again: RGA 


*Picture and sound quality depend on your TV and audio systems. tAdditional components required for HDTV. Simulated picture. Screen size measured diagonally. 
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Here's a great way to build a collection of your favorite 
movies — on laserdisc! Just write in the numbers of the 
3 laserdiscs you want for $1.00 each, plus shipping and 
handling. In exchange, you simply agree to buy four 
more laserdiscs in the next two years, at regular Club 
prices (currently as low as $29.95, plus 
shipping/handling)—and you may cancel membership at 
any time after doing so. What's more, you can get still 
one more movie for the low price of $19.95 and have 
less to buy later (see complete details in coupon). 


Free Magazine sent every four weeks (up to 13 times 
a year) reviewing our Director's Selection — plus scores 
of alternate choices, including many lower-priced 
laserdiscs. And you may also receive Special Selection | 
mailings up to four times a year. (That's up to 17 buying 
opportunities a year.) 


Buy only what you want! If you want the Director’s 
Selection, do nothing — it will be sent automatically. If 
you prefer an alternate selection, or none at all, just mail 
the response card always provided by the date 
specified. And you'll always have 14 days to decide; if 
not, you may return the selection at our expense. 





membership after fulfilling your obligation, you'll be 
eligible for our generous bonus plan. It enables you to 
enjoy great savings on the movies you want — for as 
long as you decide to remain a member! 


10-Day Risk-Free Trial. We'll send details of the Club’s | 
operation with your introductory package. If not | 
satisfied, return everything within 10 days at our |} 
expense for a full refund and no further obligation. | 


| 
| 
Money-Saving Bonus Plan. If you continue your | 
| 
J 
! 
| 


For fastest service, use your credit card 
and call us toll-free 24 hours a day: 


1-800-538-2233 ::3' 


J28 
Columbia House Laserdisc Club 
Dept. J28, P.O. Box 1112, 
Terre Haute, Indiana 47811-1112 
Yes, please enroll me under the terms outlined in 
this advertisement. As a member, | need buy only 
4 more selections, at regular Club prices, in the 
next 2 years. 
Send me these 3 laserdiscs for $1.00 each-plus 
$1.50 each shipping and handling (total $7.50). 

















BUY YOUR FIRST SELECTION NOW— 
AND HAVE LESS TO BUY LATER! 


C1 Also, send me my first selection for $19.95, plus $1.50 
shipping/handling, which I'm adding to my $7.50 payment 


(total $28.95). | then need buy fe 


only 3 more {instead of 4) in the 
Please Check How Paying: 





next 2 years. 




















O My check is enclosed A35/A37 
O Charge my introductory laserdiscs 

and future club purchases to: A36/A38 
QO MasterCard O Diners Club 

O AMEX O VISA O Discover 
Acct. No. Exp. 

Signature 

Name 

Address Apt. 

City. 

State Zip 

Phone No. ( ) 





Do any of the following apply to you? (41) 
C11 own a Personal Computer (1) 
O11 own a PC with a CD-ROM (2) 
O11 plan to buy a PC with a CD-ROM (3) 


Note: This offer applies to firsttime Laserdisc Club members 
only, Limit one per Fausshold. Columbia House reserves the 
right to request additional information, reject any application 
or cancel any membership. Offer limited to the continental U.S, 
(excluding Alaska Applicable sales tax added to all orders. 
33-11/94 


















Reading the 
watchers 





In catching up on my reading, three recent books have caught my 
attention for what they have to say about life in the video lane. The 
first is about watching television, lots of it, all the hours of one cable 
system’s entire daily output. By the end of the day, author Bill 
McKibben starts showing signs of video overload, but The Age of 
Missing Information (Plume), his chronicle of 1,700 hours before the 
tube, is filled with valuable insights about the psychological effect of 
the things we watch. In Who Owns Information (Basic Books), attorney 
Anne Wells Branscomb takes a more pragmatic stance, exploring 
tricky questions about the control of video entertainment, cablecasts, 
satellite programs, your own image once it’s captured electronically, 
and much else. It’s a sharp portrait of an info-laden culture in which 
the lines between private and public are increasingly blurred. 

Where are we headed? Bodies Electric (Avon Books) by Colin 
Harrison suggests a direction. This thoughtful thriller about a cable 
exec, whose impulsive good deed does him in, depicts the inner work- 
ings of a fictional (yet familiar) media empire infatuated with the con- 
verging technologies of home video, cable, and satellites. Read it for its 
vision of entertainment without boundaries. It feels like science fic- 
tion, except it’s all very plausible. 


Speaking of reading, our thanks to the many readers who responded 
to October’s comments (“TV Power Play”) about the misplaced zeal of 
Washington bureaucrats who are trying to save energy by compelling 
TV makers to lower the power consumption of their sets. The issue 
inspired an unusual number of letters (see “Feedback” for a sample). 
Remarkably, not a single one took issue with our position. As 
promised, your comments are being forwarded to the committee in 
question. Perhaps they’ll listen. 


This issue leads with “Big-Screen Brouhaha,” a revealing shootout of 
31- and 32-inch TV sets, a popular size for home theaters. With so 
many models out there, we think you'll find it helpful in making a 
decision. We also have one of our best gift guides ever and a com- 
pelling report, “Gleaming the Disc,” about research that could lead to 
a CD that will be able to hold half a dozen movies. As usual, we invite 
your comments—by mail, fax, CompuServe (75147,1255) or the 
Internet (75147.1255@compuserve. com). 


Za ) a. 
Stan Pinkwas 


Editor 
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picture on television today: the picture on the new Toshiba FST Perfect’ 
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Please stand by. The limitations of this page make it impossible for us to show you the most distortion-free, reflection-free 


We apologize for the fact that you will not be able to see the most significant step forward in television viewing since 


+ 94 Toshiba engineers took the curved screen from the early days of TV (1947) and flattened it (1983) to create the 


original FST® picture tube. 


4 (983 Regrettably, you will also not be able to experience first hand the way the Toshiba dark-tinted picture 
tube delivers deeper blacks, more vivid colors, and higher overall picture contrast. Nor will you be able to see 
how the Invar Shadow Mask ensures optimum color purity with the greatest possible picture brightness. 


) | 199 What you won't hear in this ad is equally impressive. The FST Perfect with Dolby® Surround Sound has 


'M 


five speakers and a total 43-watt audio system with 4-channel DSP and Cyclone 
limitations. But, fortunately for you, the new Toshiba FST Perfect picture tube doesn't. 
A 32-inch FST Perfect is also available, FST is a registered trademark re coe SM 
of Toshiba Corp. FST Perfect and Cyclone are trademarks of Toshiba FS [24 As good chy television gets. 
Corp. Dolby is a trademark of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corp. 
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BY A LEADING CONSUMER MAGAZINE 
JUST GOT EVEN BETTER... 


ND HERE’S WHY 
A To achieve true engineering 

excellence, a camcorder must 
combine the most important and 
popular features with a sleek, 
attractive, ergonomic design at an 
affordable price. The engineers at 
Hitachi faced up to this challenge 
and were determined to deliver a 
definitive package at a price of 
under $1,000. The result is a true 
breakthrough — the VM-E58A. 

Here’s the inside story on how 

the engineers at Hitachi created 
this extraordinary camcorder. 


COLOR LCD VIEWFINDER 

The engineers at Hitachi 
determined through their research 
that camcorder users desire the 
accuracy of a color viewfinder. They 
increased the number of pixels to 
create a sharp vivid picture that 
allows you to see what you are 
shooting exactly as it is. This 
eliminates the need to keep looking 
over the viewfinder to check what 
you are recording. 


24X Z00M 

Hitachi’s engineers have been 
pioneers in developing longer zoom 
ranges in order to allow you to get 


“closer to the action.” This year 
they have extended the lens to a 
12X optical system. Digital zoom 
further extends the range of the 
optical zoom system to an 
incredible 24X, while the instant 
zoom button magnifies any scene 
instantly an additional 1.5 times. 
And even with the more powerful 
optical lens system Hitachi 
engineers have been able to keep 
the minimum illumination 
requirements at 1 lux. So even in 
low light situations the VM-E58A 
will perform flawlessly. 


DIGITAL ELECTRONIC IMAGE 

STABILIZATION 

Last year Hitachi introduced 
the first Electronic Image Stabilizer 
with “angular motion sensors” in 
the number 1 rated VM-E55A 
camcorder. This year, Hitachi 
engineers have improved the 
system by applying new engineering 
advancements to make our digital 
EIS even better. Hitachi’s digital 
EIS can improve picture quality 
whenever you are walking, riding 
in an automobile, using high 
powered zoom or any other activity 
that causes your camcorder to 
be unstable. 


270,000 PIXEL CCD 

This extremely dense 
CCD enabled the engineers 
to employ an E.I.S. system 
that does not degrade 
picture quality when in use. 
Unlike other E.I.S. systems 
the engineers at Hitachi 
developed their CCD so that 
whether E.I.S. is engaged or not 
the image remains sharp. 


ASPHEMICAL Moy, 
cp 





ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

The VM-E58A’s autofocus 
system uses a foolproof 
through-the-lens approach and its 
white balance and auto iris are 
both controlled by a highly- 
sophisticated artificial 
intelligence circuit. Its digitally 
programmed autoexposure system 
provides perfect pictures with 
pinpoint accuracy. 

The VM-E58A’s superlative 
performance is built into its chips, 
transport, electronic circuitry and 
optical system. This is Hitachi — 
Excellence in Engineering. 


For more information 
on the Hitachi VM-E58A, 
please call 1-800-HITACHI 











“The chips, 
TORU CHG) | tier 
the VMEESSA ram 


excellence in 
engineering.” 
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Watts on trial 


I heartily agree with Stan Pinkwas’ 
“Channel One” (“TV Power Play,” 
Oct.). What will our meddling govern- 
ment and “greenies” screw up next? 
TVs have become more sophisticated, 
smaller, more efficient and cheaper over 
the years. If the auto industry had had a 
similar evolution, a Rolls Royce would 
cost $1 and fit on the head of a pin. 
Government mandated energy reduc- 
tions would lead to increased energy 
consumption and consumer costs from 
the add-ons needed to replicate today’s 
high-level picture and sound quality. 
Douglas J. Mandel 


Gurnell, Illinois 


Power failure 


1 couldn’t agree more with October’s 
“Channel One.” Setting standards for 
the amount of power used by a TV is an 
example of how our government wor- 
ries about insignificant problems while 
overlooking really important issues. We 
should be more concerned about 
crime in the streets and jobs 
than about whether a TV uses 
100 or 90 watts. 
Bob Karolak 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


The reusable one 


“Health Care for Your 
VCR” (“Off the Air,” Sept.) 
recommends using a head cleaner 
“that is never rewound and reused,” a 
statement to which I take exception. 
While it’s true some media should not 
be reused, we have tested the Scotch 
Head Cleaner Plus and are confident 
consumers will receive 30 head clean- 
ings and six tape-path cleanings, as 
stated on the package. Good and pre- 
mium recording tape from 3M Scotch 
and most other manufacturers already 
contains trace amounts of headclearing 
agents. The agents help keep video 
heads free of debris during normal oper- 
ations. Without them, the extremely 
small head gaps of typical VCRs would 
frequently clog. Scotch Head Cleaner 
Plus uses a special videotape that’s 
coated on both sides to clean all heads 
as well as the tape path. Onscreen dis- 
plays and audible instructions guide 




















EDITED BY STEWART APPLEGATH 





Letters from 
our readers 


users through the 30-second process. 

There need be no fear of over-cleaning 

as audible tones and messages tell you 
when the cleaning is complete. 

John Nowicki 

Accessory Products Market Manager 

3M Scotch 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 


Pixelated 


“Toys ‘R’ Art” in the October issue was 
GREAT! I have been a fan of the PXL- 
2000 camcorder since it was intro- 
duced. I was surprised you didn’t note 
that a PXL-2000 was used to shoot 






















Art Helper: The PXL-2000, point-and-shoot simplicity. 





some of the video Biscuits for Smut by 
the band Helmet. Smut is lead singer 
Page Hamilton’s dog. 
Patrick Kellum 
Beatty, Nevada 


The color of money 


In October’s “Home Theater,” Brent 
Butterworth writes that the $200 need- 
ed to have a technician make TV 
adjustments is a bargain. For a new set, 
this is unreasonable. If the set is a lower 
to mid-level unit, most people wouldn't 
be interested in such a service, much 
less willing to spend 20 to 50 percent of 
the purchase price for it. For a high-end 
set, it is completely unacceptable. The 
buyer should have the option of pur- 


chasing the set already adjusted to the 
proper color temperature at the normal 
price. After all, why would anyone 
spend thousands for a TV that doesn’t 
provide the best, most accurate picture? 
Michael Sock 

Providence, Rhode Island 


Somewhere in Akihabara 


The Akihabara store referred to in 
“The Coolest Place in the World” 
(Oct.) is raduo sentaa, or Radio Center. 
The sign is in katakana script, which is 
used for loan words, advertising, and 
other situations that call for emphasis. 
Harold Ancell 
pl0176@psilink.com 


Standard setter 
I purchased Panasonic’s CT31XF40 TV 


set based on the positive review of the 
CT31XF50 in the June issue. What 
kind of adjustments were made during 
your evaluation of this model? Were 
functions such as the AIC, color con- 
trol and noise reduction off? What lev- 
els were set for brightness, picture and 
tint, settings? By the way, I do have Joe 
Kane’s A Video Standard laserdisc. 
David Tay 
CompuServe: 74213,2471 


Editor’s Reply: Set the TV according to 
the instructions on A Video Standard 
and turn the other controls off. 


To Have and Have not 


I called the number in “Wire Straights” 
(Oct.) for HAVE Inc. and got an 
answering service that never heard of 
the company. If it was a misprint, you're 
going to owe the nice ladies at the 
answering service some flowers. 
Dick Dienna 
CompuServe: 72223,3606 


Editor’s Reply: The correct phone num- 
ber is 518-828-2000. ry 








Send letters to Feedback, Video Magazine, 
460 West 34 Street, New York, NY 
10001; or fax to 212-947-6500 after 5 
p.m., EST, weekdays, or all day on week- 
ends; or send via CompuServe to 
75147,1255, or via the Internet to 
75147,1255@compuserve.com. Letters 
may be edited for clarity and space. 
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No matter what you spent on your 


home entertainment system, you 


could get more out of it with 


DIRECT V.™ Because DIRECTV 


gives you more entertainment to choose 





from than ever before, with digital quality 


picture and CD sound. (1 You get 


tons of hit movies to choose from, 


before they're on the premium 


cable movie channels. It's like a video store 


in your living room that never runs out of 


stock. For just $2.99 each, you get the 


Hollywood hits you want, starting as often 


as every 30 minutes. You also get classics, 


independent films and more. LJ You can 


DOESN'T YOUR GREAT HOME ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM 
DESERVE GREAT ENTERTAINMENT ! 





choose from hundreds of pro and college 


sports events, and the newest and most 


popular cable networks. CNN, ESPN, 


USA, Sci-Fi Channel, The Disney Channel, 


Court TV, and a lot more. Probably for less 


than you pay now. [1] See the tiny 18-inch 


RCA-brand DSS™ dish and DIRECTV at 


your Consumer Electronics or Satellite TV 


dealer. Equipment availability is limited 


until late fall, 1994. Call |-800-345-4388 


© 1994 DIRECTV Inc, a unit of GM Hughes Electronics. DIRECTV™and DSS™are trademarks of DIRECTY, Inc. 


Circle 4 on Reader Service Card. 





for the authorized DIRECTV dealer nearest 


you. L] DIRECTY. It's Personalized TV.™ 





DIRECTY. 


ITs PERSONALIZED TV 












Fast >> 
FORWARD 


| 











a 





Making a List Pro-Logic | 
dream machine 
Hindsight changes everything. 
After almost a year’s worth of adulation 
and success—from a shelf full of Oscars 
to a $100 million box-office take— 
director Steven Speilberg and Schind- 
ler’s List (just released on tape and 
laserdisc by MCA/Universal) seem a 
natural match. But many Schindler 
cast- and crew-members now admit to 
early doubts about pairing the master of 
fantasy and spectacle with the true 





Electronics enthusi- 
asts fantasize about prod- 
ucts they know will proba- 
bly never be made—a 
palm-size camcorder that 
comes with interchange- 
able lenses, an S-VHS 
VCR with digital audio 
overdubbing. But one of 
my dream products has 
just become reality—a 
surround-sound processor 
with tubes. I’ve been wishing for a product like ADA’s new Pro-Logic proces- 
sor ever since I became fascinated with tube audio gear. Little did I know it 
could end up being so cool. 

The processor has been a labor of love for ADA executive VP Al Langella, 
and it shows. Every inch reveals stunning attention to detail and a willingness 
to pursue sheer quality no matter the cost. The input and output stages of the 
processor are all-tube, while the surround decoding is done with an Analog 
Devices/PMI Pro-Logic chip. To make the signal path fully tubed, Langella is 
experimenting with a design that would allow the Pro-Logic chip to control 
tubed voltage-controlled amplifiers (VCAs). 

Each channel has its own level control on the front panel—a real variable 
resistor (remember those?) instead of a digital control, VCA or resistor ladder. 
The main level control is a four-pound chunk of brass that feels oh-so-gratify- 
ing to spin. The chassis is solid brass, with hand-polished gold plating. My 
favorite part, though, is the level meters, which are the old phosphorescent 
tube kind, with glowing toothpaste-colored indicators that move closer togeth- 
er as the level increases. 

The processor’s still a work in progress: According to ADA, it was just 
awarded Pro-Logic certification, and is awaiting Lucasfilm THX approval. 
ADA will probably also incorporate Dolby Surround Digital. The price is pro- 
jected at $29,000. So should you indulge yourself with a new Lexus or a new 
—Brent Butterworth 





Tubes To Spare: Ada’s Pro-Logic processor. 











Acclaimed: Neeson’s Oscar-winning Oskar. 





story of Oskar Schindler, a self-interest- 


ed Austrian industrialist who wound up 
saving the lives of 1,300 Jews in Poland 
during World War II. 

The film’s gritty realism can be 
traced to Spielberg shooting the film 
entirely on location in Poland, where 
the events of the story occured some 
50 years ago. Most of the film was shot 
in Krakow with the blessings of the 
Polish government. The production 
also got permission to shoot a key 
scene inside the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
camp, where so many lost their lives. 
Suddenly those plans had to be 
changed. 

“We were ready to shoot, and no 
one had the right to stop us,” recalls 
Schindler producer Branko Lustig, 
himself a Holocaust survivor. “Then 
the Jewish Congress came to Steven 
and asked him not to shoot there 








Pro-Logic processor? I know which way I’d go! 


because they thought the spirits of the 
dead should not be disturbed. Steven 
understood, and he respected their 
wishes. Overnight we rebuilt the set as 
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a mirror image on the outside of the 
camp.” 

Liam Neeson, who stars as Oskar 
Schindler, found something special 
about the experience of making 

Schindler’s List. “On this film, more | 
than any other—and I’ve done | 
25—there was a great bonding 
among cast and crew. There were 
dark moments, but we’d always 
hang out together at night in the | 
coffee bar of the hotel—just to be | 
there when people came back after a | 
tremendously emotional day, to give | 
them a hug and buy them a drink. | 
There was a special sense of family on | 
Schindler, a feeling of being responsi- | 

ble for other people.” 
—Ken Korman | 




















OJ’s 
greatest 
hits 


PP What's your 
favorite OJ. video? 
There’s something 
for almost every- 
one. Simpson’s 
troubles have raised his fame quotient, 
spawned new video entries, and 
inspired a fresh look at his earlier opus. 
Turner Home Entertainment leads the 
pack with a disc and a tape. Turner says 
its first “instant” CD-ROM, The People 
v. O.J. Simpson: An Interactive Compan- 
ion to the O.J. Simpson Trial, includes an 
“exhaustive account” of currently 
known facts. If your computer’s not as 
fast as the ones in the Simpson court- 
room, you can opt for O.J. Simpson, a 
| Turner videotape covering the chase, 


a 








the arrest and the hearings. You can 
also see him in O.J. Simpson: Minimum 
Maintenance for Men, a Playboy exercise 
video shot before and released after his 


arrest. 

If you're a real O.J. fan, you might 
want to see the movies (there are at 
least 18) in which he stars with some of 
Hollywood’s biggest names. These days 
his would run higher on the credits, but 
that’s just the nature of the beast. 

O,].’s films include A Killing Affair, 
1985; Cocaine and Blue Eyes; Hambone 
and Hillie with Lillian Gish, 1984; 
Towering Inferno with Paul Newman, 
Steve McQueen, Fred Astaire and 
William Holden, 1974; Klansman with 
Rich-ard Burton and Lee Marvin, also 
1974; Roots, Vol.1, 1977; Capricorn One 
with Elliot Gould,1978; Killer Force 


“The video is the trophy.” 








1983; The Cas- 
sandra Crossing 
with Sophia Lo- 
ren, Burt Lancas- 
ter and Richard 
Harris, 1976; Fire- 
power with So- 
phia Loren, 1979; 
and, of course, 
the three Na- 
ked Gun farces 
with Leslie Nielsen. —Josef Krebs 


eeeeseesceseceseeeeseeeeeeeeses 


Written in stone 


BP It’s at the beginning of every film. 
The credits roll, and the all-important 
“Screenplay by. . .” appears. When 
there’s a long list of names, it’s a sure 
bet the film was fraught with turmoil. In 
the unusual case of The Flintstones 
(MCA/Universal Home Video), direc- 
tor Brian Levant (Beethoven) and pro- 
ducer Bruce Cohen (Alive) planned 
from the start to use a battery of writers. 
They felt that since the movie would be 
based on a beloved TV show, it made 
sense to try the “comedy roundtable.” 
So they put together a sort of Dream 
Team of TV comedy. 

“We gathered a large group of writ- 
ers with someone holding the pencil, “ 
Levant explains. “We went through the 
script together and tried to improve it 
as much as we could. We brought in 
people from Married With Children, 
Family Ties, The Simpsons, Night Court, 
Happy Days, Mork and Mindy and 


Frasier. Everyone had feature film expe- 
rience, and everyone loved the original 
Flintstones .” 

The Flintstones 
another unique element: 


can also claim 


Elizabeth 





Scrambled: How many writers to cook an egg. 





TIMESHIFT © 
TEN YEARS AGO IN 
VIDEO MAGAZINE 


“Matsushita will market a new-style VHS 
camcorder in Japan this spring. It uses a 
full-size VHS cassette and weighs only 4.4 
pounds without battery. GE and RCA 
spokesmen strongly hinted they would 
announce similar full-size cassette VHS 
camcorders before the year’s end...Hey, 
wanna buy an emasculated VCR? It’s — 
called a VCP for videocassette player, and 
all it does is play back, not record...No 
more Mister Nice 





Cable. HBO has 
been threatening to 
scramble its satellite 
feeds for quite 
awhile, but this time 
it really means busi- 
ness. The channel 
will ship descram- |g 
bling gear to its 
affiliates by year 
end, and begin its 
scrambling by 1985 
w Toshiba will soon DECEMBER 1984 
introduce the first digital TV in the U.S., 
due to arrive before January...Cutthroat 
cassette-price slashing means a merry 
Christmas for all. Paramount has 
announced a lowest-ever $24.98 tag on 
Raiders of the Lost Ark, Flashdance and 
23 other videocassette titles; Warner has 
countered with $29.95 for the hi-fi version 
of Purple Rain...RCA’s Dimensia has a new 
rival in Japan. JVC has announced an 
audio/video system controllable by a sin- 
gle remote...CED is dead in England— 
even deader than in the U.S. When RCA 
and Hitachi recently announced an end to 
production of CED players in the UK., 
they said they would stop disc production 
too, effectively pulling all the life-support 
plugs on the format. U.S. player owners 
are more fortunate, since RCA is still 
pressing discs here, at least for the time 
being. a 





Taylor in her first American film in 17 
years. As Fred Flintstone, son-in-law to 
Taylor’s wicked Pearl Slaghoople, John 
Goodman actually had to gag and bind 
the cinema legend in one scene. How 
did Taylor deal with the indignity? “She 
was a real good sport about it,” 
Goodman laughs. “She said a lot of peo- 
ple in Hollywood have been wanting to 
do this for years.” —Ken Korman 


‘The Myth of Cable Stereo ; Ge 
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Music-loving consumers with a disposi- 
tion for quality can find the world of 
high-performance audio intimidating. 
Unfamiliar brands, the perception of req- 
uisite mega-bucks, and a lack of confi- 
dence in one’s ability to make a good 
audio investment combine to dissuade 
even the strong-of-heart. 


If you share any of the above senti- 
ments, please read on. With the home 
entertainment explosion upon us, it 
would be a calamity if high-performance 
audio were not a part of your plans. But 
what of the above-mentioned barriers? 
Finding a qualified specialist retailer 
can be the most important decision you 
make. A good dealer can guide you 
toward high-performance products in a 
wide variety of price ranges that will 
yield an audio experience you never 
dreamed possible. It is good to know 
that quality audio gear has staying 
power, making it a great investment. 
And be of good faith! Everyone is capa- 
ble of enjoying the differences in audio 
reproduction as quality improves. It is a 
nasty myth that subtle differences can 
only be detected by self-anointed golden- 
ear types or those who have spent a lot 
of time educating their ears. Remember 
that your ear-brain mechanism has been 
in the R&D department of human evolu- 
tion for over 100 million years. All you 
need to have is the interest! 


Kathy Gornik, President, THIEL Audio, 
AAHEA Executive Committee 


THE ACADEMY 
FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT 
OF 





This column is presented by The Academy for the Ad- 
vancement of High End Audio (AAHEA), an organiza- 
tion dedicated to the recognition of excellence and the 


promotion of greater awareness of high end audio. 
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THE MOVIE 
studios have 
formed a digi- 
tal video disc 
(DVD) adviso- 
ry group to 
wrestle with all 
the issues 
involved in 
squeezing a 
feature film 
onto a single CD. Equipment manufac- 
turers—including JVC,’ Sony, Philips, 
Matsushita and Toshiba—are closing in 
on competitive systems, while IBM is 
working on a longer-range project to 
jam half a dozen films onto a multilay- 
ered CD (see this issue’s “Gleaming the 
Disc”). The studios would like to see 
one format instead of many, and so 
avoid a fractious format war. A wish list 
of features the group feels are important 
includes picture quality “ideally superi- 
or” to laserdisc, surround-sound audio 
compatibility, multiple aspect ratios, the 
capacity for several languages, copy 
protection and a parental lockout 
option. 





STARSIGHT, THE INTERACTIVE 
onscreen program guide designed to be 
built into TVs and VCRs, has licensing 
agreements with at least seven TV 
manufacturers. The system's available 
now in some Zenith sets and should 
appear in Mitsubishi TVs before the 
year’s out. In the future, look for it as 
well in gear by Philips, Thomson, Sony, 
Samsung, Goldstar and Uniden, which 
makes satellite tuners. (We'll also be 
looking at the system shortly.) 


WHAT’S NEW ON THE VIDEO 
superhighway? On the plus. side, 
Microsoft will be helping Southwest- 
ern Bell bring video and interactive TV 
services to 47,000 homes in Richardson 
Texas, outside Dallas, in a test of the 
new technology. On the minus side, 
Bell Atlantic and US West are falling 
behind schedule on major trials of 
interactive cable technology. “Our 
technical people tell us how long it will 
take to develop a particular project and 
then double that,” explained Larry 
Levine, US West vice president for mul- 
timedia services. “Pieces of hardware 
and software are difficult to intercon- 


THE ELECTRONICS INDUSTRY 
Association is looking at a proposed 
technical standard would would let 
engineers design TV sets that could 
recognize content codes indicating 





whether a show is violent, or verbally 
or sexually explicit. Programmers, of 
course, would have to include the 
codes in their broadcasts. 

e 


WHAT’S WAYNE’S WORLD 
without Wayne? Wayne Huizenga, the 
entrepreneur who built Blockbuster 
Entertainment, into one of the coun- 
try’s biggest chains of video stores, is 
turning in his tapes and leaving the 
company. The move — followed 
Blockbuster’s merger with Viacom 


THOMSON CONSUMER ELEC- 
tronics has come up with a promotion 
that should make any videophile take 
notice: Buy one of RCA’s 34-inch 
widescreen TVs, priced at $4,499, and 


RCA’s DSS 
system 


Hin 


you'll get a Digital Satellite System, 
priced at $699, tossed in free. DSS is 
the 18-inch dish and receiver combo, 
RCA’s been rolling out and successfully 
pitching. (The company reports more 
than 200,000 sold in the first few 
months.) Of course, once you have the 
dish; you'll still need to subscribe to the 
programming. 

e 


CHECK OUT RADIO SHACK’S 
new catalog. Redesigned to look and 
read better, it makes an excellent 
accessories reference, particularly for 
hard-to-find jacks, switches, relays 
and the like. 

© 


IT’S OFFICIAL—THE VOLUN- 
tary videogame rating system described 
in last month’s “Fast Forward.” Gamers, 
like movie producers, will submit their 
work to an industry ratings board, 
which will apply one of five age-based 
ratings. Look for the labels to appear on 
most major games before Christmas. s 
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Home theater showcase 


The Custom Electronics Design 
and Installation Association (CEDIA) 


is becoming the midyear showcase for | 


home theater gear. This year’s conven- 
tion in Dallas saw several new high-end 


A/V products, but the big news was | 


Lucasfilm’s launch of a THX certifica- 
tion program for laserdisc players. 


| Lucasfilm will test several performance 


characteristics, including signal levels, 
color level, noise, differential gain and 
phase. Runco is the first with a THX- 
certified player, but others should fol- 






Power Play: 
Sound- 
stream’s 
monoblock 
amp. 





low. Will Lucasfilm also certify video 
monitors? “I wouldn’t want to give you 


| the impression we’re not considering 


that,” said THX licensing director Tony 
Grimani in fluent corporate-speak. 

Soundstream introduced the M-1, a 
$400, 120-watt monoblock amp. Two or 
three M-Is can fit together behind a 
standard-sized faceplate. Each amp has 
balanced and unbalanced (RCA) 
inputs, and costs $400. 

I love the sound of Rotel CD play- 
ers, so I’ve been bugging company VP 
Mike Bartlett to make a laserdisc play- 
er. Rotel finally showed one at CEDIA. 
It's a handsome karaoke model made 


| for the Asian market. If there’s interest, 








Bartlett may introduce it here. 

Pulsar, a familiar name in video pro- 
jection, has joined with California 
Audio Labs and Hales Design Group 
under the Pulsar Entertainment banner. 
Its new video-grade front projectors, 


models 6000 and 8000, are apparently | 


named for their list prices. They start 
with the same tubes, but the 8000 adds 
magnetic focus, improved lenses, a 
stereo TV tuner, picture-in-picture, an 


| audio amp and speakers. 


Jamo showed a new THX-approved 


speaker with a three-way design—a 


tweeter surrounded by two midranges 
and two woofers. Will it be the first 
THX speaker to sound great with mu- 
sic (to us, at least)? We'll see... —BB 




















From Ambico®, the leader in camcorder and editing technology, comes the V 6325 
Audio/Video Editing Effects Processor .This top-of-the-line Ambico innovation 
brings professional editing features to your home or office. It's easy to use, very 
versatile and very, very affordable. 


e Edit multiple sources into one spectacular final production without changing tapes. 

e Automatically fades audio and video for smooth transitions. Fade speed can be set for 
automatic or manual. 

¢ Cross Fades smoothly between sources. The adjustable stabilizer minimizes glitches! 

¢ Creates all types of wipe patterns for professional style transitions between scenes! 

¢ Audio Mixer creates a full stereo soundtrack complete with narration and background 
music! (Microphone included) 

¢ Video Enhancer and Automatic Video Noise Redution adjust sharpness and detail for 
improved image quality! 

¢ Color processing corrects and intensifies base video coloration and saturation! 

¢ Generates all types of video effects including “Inverse Video”. 

¢ Two outputs for multiple copy dubbing! 


¢ Includes all cables. on 249 99 


FREE! 


With every Ambico 
V6300 Editer/Mixer get 
this V0651 All-In-One 
Video Transfer System. 
Transfer film, slides and 
photographs to video. 
A $99.99 MSRP value! 


Call for our free accessories catalog 


800-231-0031 


== HAVEN 
INDUSTRIES 


46-23 Crane Street, LIC,NY 11101 
Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back 
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The drama of sunrise over the lunar surface. The mayesty of an interstellar probe sailing through the cosmos. Or 


the stunning offect of rubber antennae sprouting from the scalp of a middle-aged man. On a Pioneer” Projection 





TV, everything you watch seems larger than ife. With screens up to fifty-five inches and our exclusive 





Call 1-800-Pioneer, ext. 515, for a dealer. ©1904 Pioneer Electronics (USA) Inc., Long Beach, CA. 2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY. ©1968 Turner Entertainment Co. All Rights Reserved. MY FAVORITE MARTIAN, ©1904 Jack Chertok Televis 
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The Art of Entertainment 















EASY EDITING 
Gold Disk's VideoDirector for Windows, Version 2.0 ($199) 
is a complete video editing system. If you have a PC, a play 
deck, a recording VCR and a TV, you're ready to work. Gold 
Disk supplies cables, infrared controllers and software you 
can use to turn your components into a non-linear-type edit- 
ing system. You create edit decision lists, and can choose 
video stills from clips, and drag and drop them on a story- 
board setup. VideoDirector finds the clips and records them 
in the order you've chosen. (For more info, circle 104 on the 
Reader Service Card) 


EDIT YOUR VIDEOTAPES } 


QUICKLY & EASILY 


USING YOUR COMPUTER, JUST LIKE THE PROS DO. 





SHIELDED 

SPEAKERS 

Boston Acoustics’ Lynnfield VR 
Series is a line of speakers for 
all levels of home entertainment. 
The shielded VRs consist of 
(clockwise from left) the VR40 
for $1,400/pair, the VR30 for 
$800/pair, the center-channel 
VR12 for $400, and the VR20 for 
$550/pair. The speakers feature 
anodized aluminum dome 
tweeters, neodymium magnets 

| and an amplitude modification 
device placed in front of the 
tweeters. Boston Acoustics says 
they track signal input accurately 
and produce smooth, peak-free 
response beyond 25 kiloHertz. 
(For more info, circle 106 on the 
Reader Service Card) 











EDITED BY STEWART APPLEGATH | 











TV CREDIT 
CARD 
Synaptic Design's 
Time Slot ($149) 
promises to help 
parents keep 
young spuds from 
turning into full- 
fledged couch 
potatoes. The 
Time Slot box uses 
it’s own credit card 
and simple pro- 
gramming controls 
to let parents moni- 
tor the viewing 
habits of up to eight children. It can be programmed with daily, weekly and monthly set- 
tings, and used to specify the number of hours available to each child, or block out unde- 
sired times. An Audit feature lets parents check each child's remaining time. (For more 
info, circle 101 on the Reader Service Card) | 
| 





















SWITCH HITTER 
STD Entertainment's Arcade Pro 
($50) gamepad has the | 
advantage of being com- | 
patible with both Super | 
Nintendo and Sega | 
Genesis game systems. 
It comes with separate cables 
for each system and includes 
independent auto-fire, a slow- 
motion feature to help players size up 
their opponents, and a metal base that can with- 
stand punishing levels of play. (For more info, circle | 
109 on the Reader Service Card) | 










E-Z SHOOTING 

JVC’s GR-EZ1 ($699) promises simplicity, functionality 
and affordability. Looking much like a point-and-shoot 
35 mm camera. The GR-EZ1 offers a number of fea- | 
tures designed to simplify the shooting process. Its 
reshoot and seek functions help map out your tape 

while a QwikPix function limits takes to five seconds. 

An LCD panel on top dis- 
plays the camcorder's 
operational status 
and other relevant 
information. (For 
more info, circle 
111 on the 
Reader Service 
Card) 
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Sharp has created a line of cam- 
corders so innovative they replace the 
tiny black and white viewfinder with 
big color view screens. 

Imagine a camcorder that you 
hold comfortably away from your 
face, so you can easily capture, 
from any angle, all of life's 
most memorable moments. 

Then imagine a  cam- 
corder that lets you instantly 


play back and share the | 








© 1994 Sharp Electronics Corporation. Simulated Screen Image. Model Shown: VL-H400' 








magic of those moments—with connects easily to your TV for replay 


at home.) The Sharp Viewcam’” 
<S ‘Its the new movement in 
‘ camcorders. Call now, for 


a . brochure and the name of your 


all the color, all the sound, all 
the wonder. 

With the Sharp Viewcam's 
big view screen and built-in speaker, 


nearest Sharp dealer. 


1-800-BE-SHARP 


Only Sharp offers a choice of 
camcorders with big 3" and 4" view screens, 
Hi8 and HiFi stereo models 


IMAGINE A CAMCORDER 
THAT INSTANTLY PLAYS BACK 
LIFES SIGHTS AND SOUNDS 

ON A BiG COLOR SCREEN. 


everyone can relive the excitement 
and fun of the moment. Right then 
and there. No matter where you 


are, (Of course, the Viewcam also 


FROM SHA 
COME SHARP P 


bee 
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M&K DIRECTIONAL 4 

M&K Sound has introduced a 20th anniversary edition 
of the S-1C Satellite speaker ($1,495/pair). Its idiosyn- 
cratic foam baffle treatment makes it M&K’s first speak- 
er with an adjustable high-frequency radiation pattern. 
This feature allows a listener to optimize the speaker's 
imaging. It’s also M&K’s first speaker with inputs for bi- 
wiring. (For more info, circle 107 on the Reader Service 
Card) 


<MAX-IMUM 
PROTECTION 

The MAX DBS from 
Panamax ($189) is 
designed to protect direct 
broadcast satellite sys- 
tems, like RCA’s 18-inch 
DSS dish, from power 
surges and spikes. One 
module connects to your 
dish’s coaxial line and 
includes jacks for a pay- 
per-view phone line. The 
unit can be expanded, 
and includes coaxial 
cable connections. (For 
more info, circle 102 on 
the Reader Service Card) 





high-end features for 
fans of 8mm shooting. 
With optical image 
stabilization, a 12x 
zoom lens, five 
auto-exposure 
modes, a built-in 
light and a color 
viewfinder. The 
lightweight ES-800 
is designed to 
make the shooting 

of family events an 
easy proposition. 
(For more info, circle 
108 on the Reader 
Service 


CANON’S NEW 8 > 
Canon’s 8mm ES800 cam- 
corder offers practical, 








INTERACTIVE GUIDE 4 

Zelos says Shoot Video Like a Pro ($50) is the first CD-ROM guide for camcorder enthusi- 
asts. The Mac/MPC-format disc combines a graphic interface with Quicktime videos. You can 
manipulate the video and receive advice and tips from professional videographers. By em- 
ploying virtual cameras, composition, lighting, sound, and CD-ROM feedback, you can learn 
to compose your own videos. (For more info, circle 103 on the Reader Service Card) 



























<TINY TUNER 

Sharp’s Viewcam TV Tuner 
Packs pick up TV broadcasts for 
Viewcam LCD screens. There 
are three tuner models ($249- 
$329), with each suitable for 
one or more Viewcams. The VR- 
HT16N (pictured) is designed for 
the VL-H400U. It features TV 
recording capability, a VHF/UHF 
tuner, 69-channel capability and 
memorized channel settings. 
(For more info, circle 112 on the 
Reader Service Card) 
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find a parking spot 


Tet 


then stand [ in line, while they attempt to clean the eles. 














with big hair sit right in front 


of yOu ... ...all of this just to see a movie. 


The HR-VP612 allows you to enjoy your favorite movies in one of the world’s most 
comfortable theaters, your living room. The HR-VP612 - Let it entertain you. 


B * Digital AV tracking 
¢ Multi-Brand Remote Control 


* Hi-Fi VHS Stereo with MTS 
*Oval-cut DA-4 head system 





* VCR Plus programming * Multi-Speed Search 
HR-VP612 
AV Compulink* G@avViews 


With JVC’s exclusive AV Compulink, simply place a 09 ¢omm, 
pre-recorded tape into the VCR. Automatically, your 9 ® YS 


TVand Receiver will turn on and their volume levels =\ button ... The VCR will turn on and rewind to the beginning of 
Will be set for you. All of this by just inserting atape. _,, 


A the last recording, and then start to play - automatically! 
ereassovtvnniareat nce: ne fet ttet'«4 The Inventor of VHS Technically Perfect. Perfectly Simple. 


, Circle 7 on Reader Service Card. 


Instant ReView offers the ultimate in user convenience. After a 
TV recording has been made, simply press the Instant ReView 














HANDS-ON 





Parasound HCA-1206 & 
Rotel RB-956AX 
Six-channel Amps 


Multichannel amps are the best thing 
to hit home theater since the couch. 
They give you the sound quality of 
high-end separates with the conve- 
nience of an A/V receiver. Just run one 
of Monster’s six-channel interconnect 
cables between the amp and your sur- 
round-sound processor, and you're 
ready to 





Amp Options: Rotel’s RB-956AX (left) and Parasound’s HCA-1206 home theater amplifiers. 














Home theater amps 


theater. It’s affordable, it’s got enough 
juice for practically any home theater, 
and it sounds like areal high-end 
amp—smooth on top and in the mids, 
and solid and punchy in the bass. It’s a 
definite step up from most inexpensive 
amps—I prefer its sound to that of all 
the $600-and-under stereo amps I’ve 
tried. I wish it were a five-channel 
design, though—most people who can 
spend $1,800 on an amp will have a 
powered subwoofer, so the sixth chan- 
nel will often lay idle. 





and a desktop editor 


No one would call the RB-956AX a 
powerhouse. In fact, I can’t conceive of 
any practical use for six 30-watt chan- 
nels of power. But the RB-956AX 
becomes tremendously useful when 
bridged to three 90-watt channels. It’s a 
perfect complement to a modestly 
priced high-end stereo amp, like Rotel’s 
$600 RBX-980X. Use the stereo amp 
for the left and right speakers, the RB- 
956AX for center and surrounds. 

The RB-956AX has three level con- 


trols, one for each pair of amps. 








shake the walls. 

Recently, I’ve been using two six- 
channel amps: Parasound’s $1,800, 
120-watt-per-channel HCA-1206 and 
Rotel’s $600, 30-watt-per-channel RB- 
956AX. They’re so dissimilar that you'd 
never buy one or the other. But in the 
right situations, both shine. 

The HCA-1206 is the amp I’ve 


been looking for since I got into home 


Parasound packed the amp with 
nice touches—sturdy RCA _ jacks, 
mondo speaker-cable binding posts that 
accommodate spade lugs (my speaker 
connector of choice), a level control for 
each channel (not essential, but conve- 
nient) and bridging switches. All in all, 
the HCA-1206 is a perfect powerhouse 
amp for demanding home theater 
enthusiasts. 















Unfortunately, its speak- 
er-cable binding posts 
have a collar around the 
base that prevents the 
use of spade lugs. These 
type of connectors limit 
you to using bare wire 


connections or banana plugs. 

The Rotel amps sound a bit soft 
compared to some competitors, but 
that’s usually for the best in modestly 
priced electronics—most of the RBX- 
980X’s competitors sound too bright 
and edgy to me. I’ve lived happily with 
an RBX-980X for a year, and I think the 
RB-956AX will be an ideal addition. 

—Brent Butterworth 





Premiere 4.0 for the Mac 


we eecccscccscccoccs 


Several years ago, Adobe Systems intro- 
duced Premiere, a program that 
promised to make video post-produc- 
tion on the Macintosh as simple as 
word processing. Adobe kept _ its 
promise. Now up to version 4.0, 
Premiere is the unrivalled leader in 
desktop video on the Mac. But soft- 
ware isn’t the whole story in non-linear 
post production. To get the most out of 
this program, you'll have to have some 
pretty serious hardware, too. 

I checked out Premiere on several 
Mac systems. The first was a Quadra 
660AYV, one of the first computers to be 
audio/video friendly right out of the 
box. The second was a full-blown pro- 
fessional rig, a Quadra 840AV fitted 
with Radius’ VideoVision Pro hardware. 
This add-on gives you JPEG-type com- 





pression (as well as very flexible 
input/output options) for full- 
frame, full-motion video with ran- 
dom-access editing capability. The 
third system was a spanking new 
PowerMac 8100, which features 
the new PowerPC chip. Premiere 
can run “native” on these new 
machines, which means speed 
increases of 
up to 2,000 
percent, 
de-pending 
on the work being done. 
Premiere does its job very well. In 

fact, there’s little in the new version 
that you can’t do. You can capture 
moving video, store it on your (fast) 
hard drive and apply a mind-boggling 
array of special effects and transitions. 
Editing is handled by placing audio and 
video clips in the familiar “time-line” 
layout. You pick start and stop points 





Import Folder. 














Construction Window 


Fé 
Fo 


Movie Capture FIO 
Batoh Capture Fil 


Export PICT Fi 
Export Backd... tF2 
Export Filmst,.. FS 














Features to Spare: Premiere’s Project Viewer. 


for your various clips, apply the effects 
and assemble the finished work into a 
QuickTime movie. Premiere 4.0 comes 
bundled with Apple’s new QuickTime 

continued on page 46 
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Look Ma, 
SAMSUNG No Wires. 
Hang-ups about 
hookups? No 
problem. Just 
plug in the 
Combo and it’s 
ready to go. 









A Marriage of Convenience. 
A TV and VCR need each other. So 
Samsung united them. As a result, 
you live happily ever after. 






A Great Game Plan. The Combo is 
kid-friendly. Video input jacks are 
up front, not way in the back. So 


ie s laying games is all fun, no work. 
[he Perfect Babysitter. Prey ene 6 : 


The Combo rewinds and replays 
tapes automatically. And it won't 
eat all your snacks or call 
boyfriends named Ridge. 





SAMBUNG 





‘THE SAMSUNG. ‘T'V/VCR COMBO. 
How CONVENIENT. 


If we made the S amsung TV/VCR Combo any more convenient, we'd have to watch it for you. 
The Combo is more than just a TV. It’s a TV with a built-in VCR. And it has the features that 


every couch potato loves. On-screen programming. Video input jacks. Auto repeat. Auto tracking. TECHNOLOGY 
And full-function remote. THAT WORKS 


Hate wiring? We do too. That’s why the Combo sets up anywhere with a single plug. eae 
And whether you Patigdse the 13" or 19" screen, it'll look great wherever you put it. 

For more information, please call one of our zone offices: East (201) ‘229-4000, 
West (310) 537-6791, Midwest (708) 916-2230, South (404) 956-0800. ELECTRONICS 


“PseD ad1AIaS Jepeay UO g 2a19119 


























THEATER 


The goal of home theater is to recreate 
the theatrical experience. But elements 
of the theater experience often need to 
be altered for home environments. Case 
in point: Movie soundtracks are played 
on speakers that sit behind a screen. 
And no matter how acoustically trans- 
parent the screen is, it will reduce the 
amount of high-frequency sound that 
reaches the listener. To compensate, 
sound engineers apply a treble boost 
called “X-curve.” If X-curve is properly 
applied, the sound in the theater will be 
perfect. 

But play a sound track with X-curve 
in a home theater, and you'll proba- 
bly get very harsh, fatiguing sound. 
You may not like it. Other family 
members will probably like it even 
less, particularly women and chil- 
dren who, on average, have better 
high-frequency hearing than older 
men. This shrillness is one reason 
why home theater demos have such 
a bad reputation—most combine 
high volume with a treble boost 
(and the questionable esthetic mer- 
its of most home theater demo 
material). 

Many laserdiscs are mastered 
with the X-curve intact. Others are 
re-equalized during the film-to- 
video transfer. Complicating the sit- 
uation, some movies are mixed to 
sound bright, some aren’t, a matter 
of the sound engineer’s or director’s 
taste. I’ve been paying careful at- 
tention to the high-frequency con- 


tent of movies on tape and disc, and The Equalizer: First-order low-pass filter for single-channel EQ. 











BY BRENT BUTTERWORTH 








bright on most systems. And the THX 
re-equalization circuit makes some 
non-IT HX discs sound too dull. You can 
switch the circuit off, but on all except 
the fanciest THX gear, like Lexicon’s 
CP-3 Plus, you'll lose the other features 
of THX processing—timbre-matching 
and surround-channel decorrelation— 
that you paid for. 

The best bet is to compensate for 
the X-curve during the film-to-video 
transfer, thus providing the best sound 
for the most people. But that’s fre- 
quently not happening. So unless you 
have a THX processor or an acoustical- 





Fight the bright: 
Why your system's treble 
is probably too high 





high-frequency roll-off built in. In the 
case of the 253C speaker, it’s even 
adjustable. This cuts the brightness 
where you'll notice it most—in the dia- 
log, which comes from the center 
speaker. But it also causes a timbral mis- 
match between the center speaker and 
the left and right main speakers, which 
can make pans across the front three 
speakers sound unnatural. 

My non-THX home system has no 
tone controls, but I’ve found an effec- 
tive solution to the brightness problem. 
I simply put the grilles back on my 
speakers (they’re usually off), then 
drape dishrags over them. At my lis- 
tening position, this cuts the highs 
by five decibels at 12.5 kilohertz. It’s 
a simple, effective, inexpensive fix 
that looks tacky as hell. For live- 
alones with three weeks of debris on 
the floor, it’s okay. Others will need 
| a better solution. 

As a last resort, those using separ- 
ate processors and amplifiers can 
insert an equalizer on any channel 
| they want to roll off. But this can get 
_| expensive, and most equalizers have 
| deleterious sonic effects. A less- 
expensive, better-sounding method 
would be to make your own, which 
anyone who can wield a soldering 
iron can do. All it takes to make a 
simple, single-channel equalizer is a 
small project box, a couple of RCA 
jacks, a switch and a small capacitor. 
This is called a first-order, low-pass 
filter. Because it’s a first-order filter, 
it rolls off the highs at six decibels 





have found the brightness com- 
pletely unpredictable. Some movies 
scream out at you with fatiguing shrill- 
ness, others sound just right. 

The only sure way you have of 
knowing you're getting perfect EQ is to 
buy THX-approved laserdiscs, which 
preserve the X-curve, and play them 
through a THX processor, which has a 
re-equalization circuit that precisely 
counteracts the X-curve, so you get a 
flat response from ther processor. 

Preserving the X-curve as THX 
laserdiscs do is effective, but hardly 
egalitarian, because the vast majority of 
Dolby Pro-Logic processors and 
receivers don’t have the THX re- 
equalization circuit. As a result, THX- 
approved discs will probably sound too 





ly absorptive home theater, like one of 
those ‘70s dope-den/harem _ living 
rooms with Persian fabric tacked to the 
walls and ceiling, the sound you're get- 
ting from laserdiscs will often be too 
bright. And you need a way to counter 
that. (VHS tapes are far more frequent- 
ly re-equalized during the transfer.) 

If you have a receiver or a processor 
with tone controls, just turn down the 
treble a bit. The response won’t perfect- 
ly counter X-curve, but it’ll make bright 
soundtracks more listenable. Just bring 
the treble down until the voices sound 
smooth and natural, and you've got it. 

Atlantic Technology has another 
solution, this one implemented in the 
speakers. Its center speakers have a 





per octave. With every doubling of 
frequency, the sound will be 6 dB lower. 
A 20 kHz tone will be 6 dB quieter than 
a 10 kHz tone, other factors being 
equal. 

Filters like this are rated by the fre- 
quency at which they lower the signal 
level by 3 dB. This frequency varies 
with the input impedance of the ampli- 
fier and the output impedance of the 
surround processor. Using a Rotel 
RBX-980 amp (33,000 ohms input 
impedance) and an AMC AV81HT 
surround processor (75 ohms output 
impedance) as an example, I calculated 
that a 470 picofarad capacitor would 
give me a-3 dB frequency of about 10 
kHz, a good starting point. 
continued on page 46 
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GREAT MOVIE GIFTS AT A MERRY PRICE. 


ORGET@S MOVIES FOR4D@}: EACH. 


LIA ROBERTS 
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THE AIR UP THERE 1260009] ACE VENTURA: THE SOUND OF MUSIC 0003905] DENNIS THE MENACE 1145705 |THE SANDLOT 1146000 
ANGIE {273309 | PET DETECTIVE 1242908 |THE SILENCE FRIED GREEN TOMATOES 1005404 | MENACE Il SOCIETY 1200609 
THE CHASE | 1268507 | SIX DEGREES OF SEPARATION | 1246206 | OF THE LAMBS 0805309] SON OF THE PINK PANTHER | 1191907 | THE COLOR PURPLE 0630103 
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(DIRECTOR'S CUT) 1249507 1198704 50TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION | 0865204 
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FLIGHT OF THE INNOCENT 1238609 THE PIANO 1237809 RISING SUN 1174804 
GERONIMO: GREASE 0207407 
AN AMERICAN LEGEND 1246404 Seren 
THE GREATEST u 
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nvDY pameds BEETHOVEN 1 DOCTOR ZHIVAGO 0002600 | z 
SHORT CUTS 11249606] [BEETHOVEN a 
FAR AWAY.S0 CLOSE 1268408 PRETTY WOMAN 0904102 ROCK-A-DOODLE | 1001403 | 3 
HEAVEN AND EARTH 14251701 INDECENT PROPOSAL 1142009 ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 1179803 z 
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BEETHOVEN'S THE FUGITIVE GnumPY FREE WILLY | THECHOCOLATE FACTORY — | 0606103 | = 
2ND 1197706 N 1147503 2 
CLUB FAVORITES 4241504 1251503 NEW RELEASES e 
THE GETAWAY (1994) 1260405 THE TEN BLINK 1262203 | 3 
IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER 1247709 | BEVERLY HILLBILLIES 1208305] , COMMANDMENTS (1856) 0202606 TaALCOLM x 1107903 | THE HOUSE OF THE SPIRITS 1274307 | = 
TOMBSTONE 4254200 KING OF KINGS 0257600 8 
JOY LUCK CLUB 1218106] gospeL 0811901 | POETIC JUSTICE 1189109 | ILL DO ANYTHING 1274406 | & 
DEMOLITION MAN 1199806 | AGE OF INNOCENCE 1207307 | moses 0061408 | STRIKING DISTANCE 1200708 | MAJOR LEAGUE 2 1269406 | 2 
GETTYSBURG 1213305 | ANOTHER STAKEOUT 1238203 | IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE THE THING CALLED LOVE _|1190800 | jy FATHER THE HERO 1268200 | 3 
THE GOOD SON 1198803 [RoxInG HELENA 1190701 Pe Anema ED. eer UNDERCOVER BLUES 1207000 | my Girt 2 4268309 | = 
A PERFECT WORLD 1237205 HITE CHRISTMAS GHOST 0826008 5 
walitte (ite aot A BROWX TALE 1221506 | THE LITTLE DRUMMER BOY 0801803 ON DEADLY GROUND 1251909 | © 
CARLITO’S WAY 1229301 THE GODFATHER 0000802 
TO DO WITH IT 4218007 CNENEADE TPA} ee eg be 0054700 THE GODFATHER: PART I 0001800 REALITY BITES 1260900 
-NOSED : 
THEO EEA 1105907) oAZeD AND CONFUSED 1188606 | REINDEER 0801704 [THE GODFATHER: PART I [0842302 | SBORWING FOR fsbo 
SISTER ACT 1071208 [FATAL INSTINCT 1213008 | DR. SEUSS : HOW THE 0495507 | suapoWLANDS 4939201 
A FEW GOOD MEN 1106301 TrraRLess 1207109 | _ GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS 0271106 | DRAGON:THE BRUCE LEE STORY|1150705 
CLIFFHANGER 1149301 [FOR LOVE OR MONEY 1798506] FROSTY THE SNOWMAN — 0801902 FsTreL MAGNOLIAS O5e7e07 one 268506 
THE WIZARD OF 02 0001404 MARCH OF THE : THUMBELINA 1265909 
INTO THE WEST 1239706 | WOODEN SOLDIERS 0348201 [E.T.: THE EXTRA-TERRESTRIAL |0681106 f 
LIGHTNING JACK 1268705|JOSH AND S.A.M. 1233808 UNFORGIVEN (1992) 1084003 meee © eadeng 
MY LIFE 1246305] MALICE 1226505 | THE LAST OF ONCE UPON A FOREST 1121706 |TOM AND JERRY: THE MOVIE [71126804 | > 
THE REF 1273200] WE'RE BACK [1206903 | THE MOHICANS (1992) 1071406] HOME ALONE 0104208 | LAST ACTION HERO [1154806 | < 
WOODSTOCK: 25TH ANNIVER- FERN GULLY: THE SECRET GARDEN (1993) | 1188804] HOME ALONE 2: [UNDER SIEGE [1077908 | 
SARY (DIRECTOR’S CUT) 1276500| THE LAST RAINFOREST 1006808 | DANCES WITH WOLVES 0805200] LOST IN NEW YORK 1104900 | BASIC INSTINCT [1033208 | & 











Then do your holi- 
day shopping with the Columbia 
House Video Club. You can choose 
any six movies for 29¢ each (plus 
shipping and handling), when you 
join the Club. In exchange, you 
agree to buy just six more movies 
in the next three years, at our reg- 





use your credit card Dept. 


and our toll-free number. Call 24 hours a day. 


Fela Talal ede lara lll dele eon lalaeld 


1 Columbia House Video Club Dept. LLC 

1 PO. Box 1112, Terre Haute, IN 47811-1112 

I Yes, please enroll me under the terms outlined in this 

I advertisement. As a member, I need buy just six more 
movies at regular Club prices within the next three years. 


. LLC 
nothing—it will be sent automat- (For New Video Club Members Only.) 


ically. If you’d prefer an alternate 
selection, or none at all, just mail the 
response card always provided by 
the date specified. And you'll always 
have 14 days to decide; if not, you 
may return the selection at our 
expense. 











Advance Selections 


You may order one or two more movies now 

for $6.95 each—and have less to buy later! And 
each discount purchase reduces your membership 
obligation by one! 


plus $1.60 each shipping and handling (a total of $11.34). 

















If you . 
ular Club prices (which currently continue your membership os # # Si Fai spade bie ss Aan a 
start as low as $19.95, plus ship- fulfilling your obligation, you'll be 1 |# # 811.34 payment (total $2004). then need buy only 5 
ping/handling)—and you may can- eligible for our generous bonus » K———— ies lnetead of 6) in 8 years : Mw 
cel membership at any time after plan. It enables you to enjoy great 4 | # # Ht 
Ot ee savings on the movies you want— Also send still one more selection for an 


two more movies for the low price 
of $6.95 each and have much less to 



























Please check how paying: 1 My check is enclosed. BLH/BLL/BLP 
Charge my introductory movies and future Club purchases to: 





for as long as you decide to remain 
a member! 





additional $6.95 plus $1.75 shipping/handling (total 

























































































Te “ $28.74), I then need buy only 4 

buy later (see complete details in We'll MasterCard O Diners Club AMEX VISA Discover pie —o of 6) in pene # 

coupon). * send details of the Club's operation 1 Account # BLJ/BLM/BLQ 

e sent every with your introductory package. If |p, Date Gionatire 

four weeks (up to 13 times a year), not satisfied, return everything P . 

phe our ee tor’s Selection — within 10 days for a full refund and : Name 

plus scores of alternate movies, no further obligation. a 

including many lower-priced cas- 4 1 Address Apt. City 

settes, down to $14.95. And youmay [7 Entertaining 4 State Zip Phone ( ) 

receive Special Selection mailings America... 1 Do any of the following apply to you? (41) 

up to four times a year (a total of up e OnePenon I own a Personal Computer (1) I own a PC with a CD-ROM (2) I plan to buy a PC with a CD-ROM (3) 

to 17 buying opportunities). Stee I Note: Columbia House reserves the right to request additional information, reject any application or cancel any membership, Canadian 
If you at a Time. I residents will be serviced from Toronto. Offer limited to residents of the contiguous United States, Residents of Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, 

4 . I U.S. territories, APO and FPO addresses please write for separate offer. Applicable sales tax added to all orders. 1400 N. Fruitridge 
want the Director's Selection, do VIDEO CLUB 1 Avenue, Terre Haute, IN 47811-1112. 1433/F94 








i, CAMCORNER 











Ever since grade school we’ve been told 
to eat right, exercise regularly and 
refrain from bad habits, like watching 
reruns of Gilligan’s Island. A healthy 
body helps us live longer and avoid ill- 
ness. It’s the same with camcorders. A 
camcorder’s best insurance policy is its 
owner’s concern. Treat your camcorder 
right from the day you buy it, and odds 
are it will last longer and run better. 
Treat it wrong and a shooting machine 
that should deliver many productive 
years may turn into a broken-down 
derelict after only one or two. Even 














BY GORDON MCCOMB 





How to triple 


life expectancy. 


available at photo stores, is a coated 
piece of glass that absorbs most ultravi- 
olet light. It screws onto the front of 
the lens, and also protects it. It’s far 
cheaper and simpler to replace a 
scratched filter than the entire lens. 

e If the lens needs cleaning, take off 
the UV filter and clean the lens with a 
lens brush, available at any photo store. 
The kind with the built-in blower is 
okay. Never use the lens-cleaning tis- 
sues designed for eyeglasses. Most have 
chemicals that can erode the coating 
on your camcorder lens. 

e If you're 





Camcorder 
Care Kit: 

VHS and 8mm 
head cleaners 
by Scotch and 
Maxell, a pro- 
tective UV fil- 
ter, a pencil 
eraser for 
cleaning bat- 
tery terminals, 
and a lens 
brush by 
PhotoCo. 






et Mave Bo 
FM at it an 
Vio bdod d 
VCR 
Haan CLEANER 

















going inside from 
rainy or cold 
weather, wait 
long enough for 
your camcorder 
to warm up before 
using it again. 
Going from cold 
to warm weather 
can cause con- 
densation inside 
the camcorder, 
which can cause 
problems. Test 








unintentional abuse can slowly erode a 
camcorder’s immune system, requiring 
you to replace key parts or foot the bill 
for costly repairs. 

There are a number of steps you can 
take that, together, can double or triple 
the life of your camcorder, while keep- 
ing it off the repair tech’s bench. Some 
involve accessories, such as batteries, 
but let’s start with the machine itself. 
Here are five simple ways to keep it fit 
as a fiddle: 

e When not using your camcorder, 
stash it away so it won't get dusty. If you 
don’t have a special storage place for it, 
try a corner of your sock drawer. Wrap 
the camcorder in a towel to keep it from 
being knocked around in the drawer. 

e Always keep your camcorder 
clean. If you spot dust or dirt, wipe it off 
using a clean hankie or cloth. Don’t 
wait until the camcorder becomes so 
dirty you need liquid cleaner. If you 
must use a liquid cleaner, like Fantastik 
or 409, apply a small amount to a clean- 
ing cloth. Never spray the juice directly 
on the camcorder. 

e Invest $10 in a UV filter for your 
camcorder’s lens. The filter, widely 





the camcorder by feeling the body. If it’s 
at room temperature, it’s ready. 


SENSITIVE HEADS 

Camcorders, like VCRs, use mag- 
netic heads that can become contami- 
nated by dirt and grime over time. 
Once dirty, they’ll prevent your cam- 
corder from adequately recording or 
playing pictures and sound. Keeping 
the heads clean helps ensure that your 
camcorder will always be ready when 
you are. 

The best, easiest way to clean cam- 
corder heads is to use a head-cleaning 
cassette. They’re available in full-size 
VHS, VHS-C and 8mm formats. Beta 
head cleaners are also still made, but 
are much harder to find. Read and obey 
the instructions that come with the 
cleaning cassette. Some cleaners are 
self-contained: Just drop the cassette 
into the camcorder and play the clean- 
ing tape for 20 or 30 seconds. Others 
require you to apply a drop or two of 
cleaning fluid in a small hole before 
using the cassette. 

Either way, follow the instructions 
to the letter. You could conceivably 





your camcorder’s 


cause some damage if you use the cas- 
sette incorrectly. If you’re using a clean- 
ing cassette that requires a fluid, wait at 
least five minutes after cleaning before 
inserting a fresh tape. This lets the fluid 
evaporate fully. 

How often should you clean the 
heads? If you use your camcorder regu- 
larly, clean the heads every three to six 
months. If you use the camcorder only 
occasionally, clean the heads every six 
to 12 months. You should also clean 
them after using the camcorder out- 
doors in the presence of dust, water 
spray, sand and the like. 


BATTERY BASICS 

One of the most common causes of 
an ailing camcorder is a bad battery. 
Most camcorder batteries use recharge- 
able nickel-cadmium cells, which are 
durable and trustworthy. But they’re 
not infallible. Even the best camcorder 
battery can die and, sometimes, take 
the camcorder with it. So be wary. 
Here’s how to handle batteries with 
appropriate care: 

e Camcorder batteries like to be 
stored in cool, dry places. Avoid 
putting them in a hot car, even for an 
hour. Not only does this rob some of the 
battery’s charge, it can lessen its life. 

e Modern nickel-cadmiums don't 
exhibit as much of the “memory effect” 
as earlier versions. Still, you should get 
into the habit of using a battery until it’s 
mostly discharged. Letting the battery 
discharge before recharging will help it 
last longer between charges. Look for 
the “low-batt” light inside the viewfind- 
er before recharging. If you don’t plan 
on using your camcorder for a while, 
discharge the battery by turning on the 
camcorder and keeping it on (you may 
need to play a tape to keep the cam- 
corder from automatically shutting off). 

e If you’re using a lead acid battery, 
on the other hand, store it in a charged 
state and don’t worry about the memo- 
ry effect. It’s not a factor. 

e When not using your camcorder, 
remove the battery and store it sepa- 
rately. Although few do, all batteries are 
capable of leaking. The chief sign of 
leakage is a caustic white powder that 
oozes from the seams of the pack. If you 
encounter it, throw the battery away, 


continued on page 46 
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IN CASE YOU LOSE 
THE INSTRUCTION MANUAL 
HERE’S ANOTHER COPY. 





With the y p button, you ca punto sey at videos. 
ue pe world’s first Point and Shoot camc 





The JVC EZ1 
It’s so easy you'll fall in love. 


eader Service Card 





VIDEO 
UP TLE Ti 


Bud Myers of Casio’s 
PAN Von CoyAYAte(-om DY Ast} (oye me-V Iie 
about video printers 


Why would a videographer 
need a video printer? 


Video photography captures the 

exact instant that a still photogra- 
pher almost never achieves. By 
advancing video frame by frame and 
then printing the exact frame, a video- 
grapher can display the moment exact- 
ly how he wants it. Also, printing a 
frame on an adhesive-backed print 
after it has been digitally cropped and 
sized is a great way to identify each 
videocassette in the library. 





Has there been an increase in 
interest in video printers recently? 


Video printers have been used 

professionally, but the cost has 
limited consumer use. Now, Casio 
has brought new technology that not 
only performs great, but also dramat- 
ically lowers the price. 


What are some of the features 
of Casio’s new video printer? 


The VG-100 Personal Video 

Printer incorporates Casio’s new 
color printing technology called Point 
Diffusion Transfer Printing, which 
controls the size of each dot making 
up the image to produce color prints 
of outstanding resolution. There’s an 
enlargement function that can blow 
up an image to 36 cards (poster size) 
or reduce down to eight images on 
one print card. Any video source can 
be printed by attaching it to the VG- 
100’s RCA video inputs and just 
touching a button on the remote when 
you want to memorize the image. 


By manufacturing an affordable 

printer, do you expect interest 
and sales to increase? 

Video specialists and superstores 

have been truly impressed with 
the performance and the price. You'll 
see the VG-100 demonstrated in the 
VCR/camcorder departments of the 
major retailers this fall. 








] I’m taking up skydiving and look- 
ing for a very small or light cam- 
corder to record my jumps. Light weight 
and small size are important because 
I’m going to have to bolt the camcorder 
to my helmet. Do you have any sugges- 
tions? D. Logan 

Fresno, California 


[]:: maximum picture quality and 
compact size, try one of the small- 
er Hi8 camcorders, like Sony’s TR200, 
TR300 or TR500 models, or Canon’s 
UC-S3. S-VHS-C models would pro- 
vide excellent video quality as well, but 
are somewhat larger and heavier than 
their Hi8 counterparts. 

One exception was JVC’s FC007 mod- 
ular system from a few years ago, which 
combined a compact S-VHS-C VCR 
with a very small, fixed focus camera 
that could be easily mounted on a hel- 
met. The camera cable was connected 
to the VCR module, which could be 
carried in a padded bag around the 
waist. The 007 is no longer being made, 
but you might still find some advertised 
in the used video sections of the news- 
paper. 

Another stand-alone VCR, the 
Sony EVP-220, probably qualifies as the 
world’s smallest. It measures only 5 by 6 
by 2 inches and weighs about 2 pounds 
with a battery pack. But it’s an 8mm 
model, not Hi8, and you would still 
have to add a color camera to the sys- 
tem. Several so-called lipstick cameras 
are also available, mostly from industri- 
al video dealers, but they cost more 
than a first-rate camcorder. 


[I]: in the market for a VHS-C 
camcorder and I’ve noticed that 
the Panasonic models use a bigger video 
head, while JVC models use a smaller 
head. Why the difference, and is there 
an advantage to one design? 

P Shuster 


Toronto, Ontario 


It’s not the video heads, but rather 

the video cylinder (also called the 
video drum, head wheel or scanner) on 
which the heads are mounted. The 
video cylinder is at the heart of any 
helical scan VCR or camcorder. In fact, 





BY RODERICK WOODCOCK 









Letters from 
our readers 


it was the invention of the camcorder 
that led JVC to design a smaller cylin- 
der, one that’s two-thirds the diameter 
of the standard 62mm cylinder. 

By combining a larger tape wrap, 
with a faster rotational speed and twice 
as many video heads, JVC was able to 
maintain full compatibility with tapes 
made on other VCRs or camcorders. 
This ingenious design, which allowed 
JVC to build a smaller camcorder, has 
been used on full-size VHS and VHS- 
C models for the past 10 years. The 
same concept has been applied to many 
8mm camcorders, also as a means of 
saving space. 

But many newer models have 
reverted to the larger, standard-diame- 
ter video drums. One reason has been 
to eliminate some of the problems asso- 
ciated with jitter, a slight instability in 
the picture caused by the smaller mech- 
anism. This is especially evident when 
videotapes from camcorders with small 
video cylinders are played on other 
machines. The bigger drums also have 
more space to mount conventional 
video head designs, without compro- 
mising other features, such as video 
head width and the quality of special 
effects. 

For these reasons, Panasonic has 
decided to return to its 62mm head- 
wheel. But JVC has elected to stay with 
the smaller mechanism, arguing that 
there are other ways to cure the jitter 
problem, and pointing out that the 
smaller, lighter drum has less inertia, so 
it consumes less power. 

In the 8mm arena, both designs 
continue to be used. But a few manu- 
facturers, most notably Sony and 
Canon, are also returning to the stan- 
dard size video cylinder, which has a 
diameter of 40mm, for many of the 


same reasons. continued on page 48 














Address questions to Q&A, Video Mag- 
azine, 460 West 34 Street, New York, 
NY 10001; fax questions to 212-947- 
6500 after 5 p.m., EST, weekdays, or 
all day on weekends; or send questions 
via CompuServe to 75147,1255 or via 
the Internet to 75147.1255@com- 
puserve.com. Please include your name 
and postal or e-mail address; questions 
may be edited for clarity and space. 
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STOP SHOOTING ORDINARY 
VIDEOS. AND START CREATING 


EXTRAORDINARY ONES! 





Now, create your most dazzling videos ever! e Easy-to-master methods for achieving time-lapse 
All you need is a copy of Camcorder Magic, the video effects, colorization, and other special effects. 
guide that shows you step-by-step how to transform * Lighting tricks the pros use to set the right mood. 


our videos into professional-quality productions. Pee 
y P | YI e How to use miniatures to add real- 
Developed by top video producers and VIDEO 
ism to your videos. 
Magazine contributors James 


Caruso and Mavis Arthur, 


Camcorder Magic will change the 


¢ Imaginative effects you can 
achieve with filters, lenses, 


way you shoot videos. Over 190 and homemade masks. 


¢ How to master professional 
skills — from handheld 


moves and tripod shooting 


fact-packed pages and hundreds 
of color photos show you: 


¢ How to choose the perfect 
to camera angles, perspec- 


tive and depth of field. 


¢ Editing ideas that turn raw 


camera point-of-view. 
¢ Professional techniques for 


capturing fast action. : 
4 ET RATES, WS mae footage into masterpieces. 
© How to create smooth transi- \ 


© How to record your photos 
tions between shots. your p , 


slides and home movies 


¢ Simple methods for adding 
onto video tape. 


titles and graphics to your pro- i ee , 
. © Secretsio dLLywood s 
ductions — no matter what F k se agrt Aide 
make-up artists. 
equipment you own! ce 
Plus -- camcorder care Os- 
¢ How to get great results in en bee igtos sss der care, cho : 
samme = ing the best tape, preserving 


low-light situations. \ 
a ee TOG Saag WAY TO MAK Wa tapes properly, and much 
¢ The secrets of shooting fasci- aati VIDEOS \ 


more. It’s the ultimate guide to 


nating candid interviews. 


Sf SSO getting the most out of your 





¢ How to create animation — camcorder. Send for yours 


JAMES R. CARUSO MAVIS\E. ARTHUR 




















with any camcorder. eee today! 
os bah aitial in dolodlios «cnc 1 toca RE aR ESET oe ee 
| YES, send me CAMCORDER MAGIC! Name I 
I My payment of $12 plus $3 shipping and (please print clearly) | 
I handling ($15 total per copy) is enclosed. Address I 
I (Make check or money order payable to ! 
. Reese Communications.) City State Zip 
, NY State residents, please add appropriate 1 
I sales tax. Outside U.S., $16 total. Allow up to No. Copies Payment Total $ 1 
1 4 weeks for delivery. i 
j Clip & Mail with payment to: CAMCORDER MAGIC, VM 12/94 | 
| VIDEO Magazine, 460 West 34th Street, New York, NY 10001 I 
Ra ck ya sent sa sh i ep cs Sor ns ‘a se vee om sa go cn) 8 
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Now with 
Enhanced Sound Circuitry 


Introducing the 


VOLUME STABILIZER™ 


that lets you hear the whispers 
and stops you from 
cringing at the bangs. 


It's an innovative, low cost solution 
to home video volume control prob- 
lems because it automatically 
increases the volume of the audio 
source during soft passages and 
reduces volume during loud pas- 
sages. You'll hear every word of 
dialogue and every bar of music 
while the VOLUME STABILIZER 
softens the sounds that are 
normally too loud. 


Whether you use a satellite dish, a 
home theater system, or just a 
VCR, you can put the remote con- 
trol aside. Now with four models to 
choose from. 


Call or write for our 


FREE 


paper on “Dynamic Range; 
When less is more.” 


For more information ask your dealer or 
call or write: 


Brookline | 
Technologies 


2035 Carriage Hill Road 
Allison Park, PA 15101-3350 


1-800-366-9290 


Circle 12 on Reader Service Card. 
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The DeKalb Fire Department is looking 
for two of the Three Stooges movies 
made by Columbia Pictures that deal 
with firemen. The first, False Alarm, fea- 
tures the Stooges as Los Angeles firemen 
who sleep through a fire alarm and steal 
the shift captain’s car. In the second, the 
Stooges burn down the fire station while 
trying to light the steam pumper. I will 
pay for copies of both and any additional 
expenses. 
Nick D. Samardzija, Firefighter 
Station #1, 700 Pine Street 
DeKalb, IL 60115 


I am trying to find someone who has a 
collection of Tom Jones’ TV shows. In 
particular, I would love to have a copy of 
the program that aired October 23, 1970 
on ABC. The beautiful, dramatic read- 
ing of “I will not go back” by Edward G. 
Robinson is a memory from the show 
which has haunted me all these years. I 
will, of course, reimburse the party who 
sends it to me. If no one has a copy, per- 
haps someone can tell me how to obtain 
one. I would be most grateful. 
Mary Ganci 
Box 4163 
Carlsbad, CA 92018 





Desperately seeking a copy of a failed 
ABC pilot that aired on May 27, 1993 
called Partners starring Jack Warden, 
Carol Huston and Jeff Yagher — hope- 
fully in SP, but I'll take what I can get. 
Please help! Maybe you taped Matlock 
that night and let the tape run...I’ll send 
tape and reimburse expenses. Plus you'll 
have my unyielding gratitude. What 
more could you want? 
Mark Denton 
1320 Parkwood 
Ypsilanti, MI 48198 


Cary Grant made a black-and-white 

movie in the late 1940s or early 1950s in 

which he impersonates a mentally re- 

tarded man whose family attempts to get 

its hands on the money his dead father 

left him. I will happily reimburse all ex- 
penses for a VHS copy. 

Douglas Smith 

Rt.4 Box 70A 

San Benito, TX 78586 


Sometime between late 1980 and early 
1981 I saw a short film on Showtime 


called Pork Lips Now—a 20- to 30-min- 
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CLEARINGHOUSE F 





Searching for 
Tom and 
Cleopatra Jones 


ute parody of Apocalypse Now. The 

spoof aired directly after a showing of 

Apocalypse. Does anyone know about it, 
and how much a copy would cost? 

Mark D. Julian 

815 West River Boulevard #2 

Wichita, KS 67203 


I am looking for old “B” movies like 
Cleopatra Jones and the Lost City of Gold, 
Slaughter, Slaughter’s Big Ripoff, and the 
martial arts movie Deep Thrust. I will 
supply videotapes, or reimburse for their 
cost along with copying fees and post- 
age. Please help me locate these. I can’t 
find them in video stores at all. 


R.A. Baker | 


39 Von Steuben Street 
Goose Creek, SC 29445 





Bad: Tamara Dobson as Cleopatra Jones. 





I am a collector of items related to the 
film career of Nastassja Kinski. ] have 
most of her films on tape, but several 
are missing from my collection. Assis- 
tance in locating these in any format 
would be appreciated, and expenses will 
be gratefully reimbursed. All are Italian 
productions: Night Sun, directed by 
Fabio and Vittorio Taviani, ca. 1990; 
Crystal or Ash, Fire or Wind, as Long as 
It’s Love, directed by Lina Wertmuller, 


ca. 1989; and II Segreto, directed by 








Francisco Maselli, ca. 1989. 
Stephen L. Robinson 
Box 174 


1945. I'll pay all expenses for the uncut 
version on VHS. (There’s one butch- 
ered version that omits the sergeant’s 
attempt to get the boys sent out of the 


| front line: He gets shot by the German 
| military police for his pains). 
Maurice Chazottes | 


110-208 Russell Street 
Victoria, B.C. 
V9A 3X2 Canada 


plane from New York to California, and 
accidently left her little dog behind in 
JFK airport. The dog then travelled by 


movie on videocassette? I cannot re- 

member the title, but J will gladly reim- 
burse all expenses. 

Ronald Van Campen 

Ibisweg No.2 


Willemstad, Curacao 
Netherlands Antilles 


for the following videos: Rumble On the 
Docks and Operation Mad Ball, with 
James Darren; Let No Man Write My Ep- 
itaph, with Shelly Winters; Diamond 
Head, with Charlton Heston; and Wild 
Seed, with Michael Parks. I would also 
like a copy of the Lost in Space episode in 
which Billy Mumy sings “Sloop John B.” 
Jane Gordon 

98 Stanley Avenue 

Nutley, NJ 07110 


I’m desperately trying to locate a copy of 
Bette Midler’s first television special. 
One of her guests was Dustin Hoffman. I 
will reimburse expenses including post- 
age. Thank You. Thank You. Thank 
You. Roy Herberger 
10675 Alleghany Road 

Darien Center, NY 14040 


I am looking for good quality videos of 
the rock group KISS.” Performances 
from the 1970's, when the group wore 


will gladly reimburse expenses. Also, be- 
ing a video store manager, I could help 
others find films they may be searching 
for. 

Dan Iannetta 


401 Copper Landing, #216 





Riverdale, MD 20738-0174 | 
Made in 1960, The Bridge is a dramatic | 


account of a group of German teenagers | 
conscripted in a hopeless, last-ditch at- | 
tempt to hold off the U.S. Army in | 


Several years ago, I saw a movie on TV | 
about an old lady who travelled by air- | 


Box 3562 | 


Ready for a challenge? I am searching | 


make-up, are particularly desireable. I | 


Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 | 





Iam looking for VHS tapes of Luther the 





Geek (1980), The Specialist (1976) and | 
1974’s Act of Vengeance (a.k.a. Rape 
Squad). I'd be most grateful and will re- 
imburse any reasonable amount for | 
them. Alan Gonska 
107 Broadway 

Pompton Lakes, NJ 07442-1241 


I am looking for good quality copies of 

the British soap The East Enders, espe- 

cially episodes from 1988 to 1983. Also, 

does anyone have a copy of the 1991 

HBO show Mr. Bean, or MTV’s 1984 

Live Aid Concert? I will reimburse all 
VHS costs and postage. 

Joanne Carignan 

7 A Justin Drive 

Jacksonville, ILL 62650 





) DY | reader-to-reader service only, so please do 
land, on its own, back to his master in | 


| California. Can anyone help find this | 


Send those requests for hard-to-find tapes to 
Collector's Clearinghouse, 460 West 34 
Street, New York, NY 10001. Video Maga- 
zine DOES NOT locate tapes; this is a 


not send a self-addressed envelope. Requests 
for copyrighted material must be for person- 
al use only. You may offer to reimburse ex- 
penses, but the Clearinghouse is not open to 
requests for the purchase or sale of tapes. 
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CAPTIVE AUDIENCE?? 
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ASK ABOUT OUR FREE 
* BLUE BEOCKER. a. 
S10 NC] ANS SS) Sto @) ad dl =i | 


WE CARRY ALL MAJOR BRAND 
NAME CABLE TV CONVERTERS 


* YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY ! 
* 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE ! 

* 1 YEAR WARRANTY! WE SHIP C.O.D. ! 

* OUR UNITS ARE GUARANTEED TO WORK !! 


PLEASE HAVE THE BRAND NAME & MODEL 


NUMBER OF YOUR CABLE COMPANIES 
CONVERTER, BEFORE CALLING. 
WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ANY VALID PRICE QUOTE. 


UNLIKE SOME OF OUR COMPETITORS, WE ARE HAPPY TO 


SPEND THE TIME TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS 
CONCERNING THE PURCHASING OF OUR EQUIPMENT. 


VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS INC. 


FOR CATALOG OR INFORMATION 
CALL 1-718-229-2358 


wer SORRY NO NEW YORK SALES ***** 
FRIENDLY - PROFESSIONAL - SERVICE- SINCE 1975 


** FOR ORDERS ONLY ** 
1-800-GO-CABLE 


20-04 UTOPIA PARKWAY SUITE 236 WHITESTONE, NY 11357 
BY PURCHASING CABLE EQUIPMENT FROM VISUAL COMM. THE CUSTOMER 
AGREES TO COMPLY WITH THE FEDERAL LAWS REGARDING PRIVATE 
OWNERSHIP OF CABLE TV EQUIPMENT, IF YOU ARE UNSURE OF THESE LAWS 
CHECK WITH YOUR LOCAL OFFICIALS. ANYONE IMPLYING THEFT OF SERVICE 
WILL BE DENIED SALE OF EQUIPMENT. 
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2516 Cobb Parkway 
Smyrna, GA 30080 


Ph 1-404-955-8909 
Fx 1-404-984-2173 
24 HOUR FAX 
10:00- 7:00 EST MON - FRI 


VISA - MASTERCARD - DISCOVER 
AMERICAN EXPRESS 
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By Timothy Liebe 

Like a number of similar 
“high-middle” VCRs, 
Hitachi’s new VI-F382A 
possesses a certain re- 
semblance to its top-of-the-line VHS 
editing model, the $449 VT-F482A. A 
casual glance at the panel of front A/V 
input jacks (including one for synchro 
edit) and the shuttle wheel on the 








Multiburst pattern for the VT-F328A VCR shows a 
very good video frequency response for VHS. 


remote control might lead you to 
believe, mistakenly, that this unit also 
possesses flying erase heads and 
audio/video dub. As it turns out, how- 
ever, it’s just a standard four-head, hi-fi 
VHS deck for home use. 

The F382A has, with the exception 
of the front jacks mentioned above, a 
fairly simplified design. Only the most 
basic functions can be controlled from 
the VCR itself—accessing advanced 
functions requires using the unit’s 











ILLUMINATED 
SHUTTLE REMOTE 


Hi-Fi 
STEREO 
F382 


HITACHI VT-F382A 
VHS VCR 


PRICE: $399 
V-RATING: VV VW” 
BETTER —P 








PICTURE 
SOUND 
FEATURES 
VALUE 


infrared remote. While a forest of but- 
tons on the body of the VCR might be 
considered daunting by the average 
consumer, this trend towards video 
equipment downsizing can be inconve- 
nient to anyone who loses or breaks his 
or her remote. 

Interestingly, the remote itself is 








nearly as sparse as 


SPECS AND 
MEASUREMENTS 


Brand & Model: Hitachi 
VT-F382A 


Weight & Size (h/w/d): 
9.9 Ibs.: 3-3/4 x 15 x 12- 
5/8 inches 


Power Use: 22 watts 


Jacks: front—edit in/out, 
video/stereo audio input; 
rear— video/stereo audio 
input and output, RF 
input and output 


Tape Speeds: SP, LP, EP 
Video Heads: 4 
Cue & Review Search: 


the front of the 


shuttle ring & FF/rewind 
(locking)-5x SP; 15x EP; 
(non-locking)-10x SP, 
20x EP 


Fast Forward/Rewind 
Time: 2.5 min. for T-120 


Edit Protocol: Hitachi 
synchro edit 


Remote Control: IR 
wireless with illuminated 
transport buttons 


Program Start 
Locator/Index/Cue: 
index with auto marking 


Audio: linear mono, hi-fi 
AFM stereo 





| gram plus manual 


Preset Method: auto pro- 


| 





' Picture S/N Ratios (dB): 


VCR 


w/Cable|/Channel’ 
Changer 


VCR. Most of the higher functions— 
such as VCR setup, programming and 
even tape speed—are controlled by two 
onscreen menus accessed via switches 
marked “guide” and “display.” Hitachi 
probably did this to make the remote 
less intimidating, but it means that peo- 
ple who use universal remotes won't be 
able to do much more than play or 
record tapes in actual time, at the speed 
originally set. 

The onscreen menus can be set up 
to work in either English, French or 
Spanish. The manual also comes in 
these three languages; or rather, it 
comes in English and French, with an 
eight-page Spanish “Quick Use Guide” 
in the middle. Although this is common 
with Hitachi video manuals, I find it 
rather strange, since Spanish speakers 
are far more likely to use NTSC than 
French speakers. 





When you first 


add/erase 


Cable Tuning Range: 
125 channels—2 to 13, A- 
8 to A-1, Ato W, W+1 to 
W+84 


Timer: 8-event/1-month 


Clock Battery Backup: 1 
hour 


Key Features: VCR Plus 
with cable box control, 
illuminated remote, shut- 
tle dial, frame advance 


RESULTS 


Horizontal Resolution: 
230-240 lines 





set up the F382A, 


unweighted video 44.8 
SP, 42.5 EP; weighted 
video 52.7 SP, 51.5 EP; 
chroma AM 45.3 SP, 39.9 
EP; chroma PM 40.9 SP, 
36.7 EP 


Audio Frequency 
Response: hi-fi—20 Hz- 
20 kHz, +0.04/-3.4 dB SP 
& EP; linear (-3 dB)—75 
Hz-10 kHz SP, 75 Hz-2 
kHz EP 


Hi-Fi Dynamic Range: 
74.4 dB 


Linear Audio S/N: 40.1 
dB 


Total Harmonic 
Distortion: hi-fi 0.3 dB, 
linear 1.1 dB 
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| functions, 


_ TESTS BY BERGER-BRAITHWAITE LABS 





one thing you 
should note is 
that it comes 
up automatical- 
ly in EP speed 
instead of SP 
But since most 


people only 
record pro- 
grams they’re 


going to watch 

once and then 

record over, this 

is probably a 

logical default 

setting. Howev- 
er, it can be an- 
noying if you prefer 
‘higher- quality recordings, especially 
since you can only change the tape 
speed via the display menu. 

One popular new feature this VCR 
comes with is VCR Plus with cable box 
control, which makes timeshifting easi- 
er. Using this feature can be confusing 
at first, especially if you live in an area 
where you need to use your addressable 
cable box to receive most channels. 
Also, like most of the F382A’s higher 
you access VCR Plus 
through an onscreen menu. Once you 
get it working, however, it is much sim- 
pler to punch in one number from your 
TV listings than it is to set start time, 
end time, channel and date. 

The F382A also possesses visual 





continued on page 40 


PANASONIC S-VHS CAMCORDER 


By Stewart Applegath 

Panasonic’s new ° 

$770-A may be one of the 

last surviving full-sized S- 

VHS camcorders for con- 

sumers. But if the format is soon 

to fade, this is a fitting swansong. In 
addition to a great, sharp picture, it has 
lots of features, including digital effects, 
most of which are usable in combina- 
tion. The full complement of features 
stands in direct contrast to most other 
full-sized VHS camcorders, which rely 
on menu systems for many controls. 
Here, Panasonic dispenses with menus 
altogether. Not only do most of the fea- 
tures have dedicated switches, but 
Panasonic throws in a generous array of 
function or indicator lights for both 
camera and recorder functions. 

The S770 camcorder seems ideal 
for someone who wants to shoot events 
with a degree of profes- 
sionalism without hav- 
ing to put out big 
bucks for a profes- 

sional unit. I say this 
not only because 














Waveform pattern shows much more detail in the 
S-VHS signal (left) than in the VHS signal (right). 








of the S770’s high-quality image, but 
because of its shoulder-mount configu- 
ration. The S770 is comfortable to hold 
and, while it is not overly heavy, it feels 
solid and was easy to steady on my 


continued on page 40 
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PRICE: $1,599 
V-RATING: VVVV 
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RAUNGS ARE RELATIVE TO THOSE FOR 
OTHER S-VHS/Hi8 CAMCORDERS 




















ANID E OLDELEY 


By Cliff Roth 

Sony rear-projection TVs 
have been a Video Mag- 
azine favorite for years. A 
46-inch model tied for 
first in our last rear-projection shootout, 
and we’ve received reports from many 
readers who have bought Sony rear-pro- 
jection sets only to be amazed at the 
picture quality. Yet the new KV- 
53XBR35 is actually better than any 
Sony rear projector we’ve tried. 

This top-notch TV looks great, 
sounds great, and has just about every 
bell and whistle you could want. A 
glossy acrylic contrast screen—a feature 
rapidly spreading throughout Sony’s 
line and the industry—gives the set a 
surface texture that makes it look like a 
direct-view 











SPECS AND 
MEASUREMENTS 


Brand & Model: Sony 
KP-53XBR35 

Weight & Size (h/w/d): 
221.6 Ibs., 52-3/4 x 48- 
3/4 x 25-1/8 inches 
Power Consumption: 
350 watts max., 7 watts 
standby 

Screen Size: 53 inches 
diagonally 

Speaker Size: two 1- 
inch tweeters, two 4-3/4- 
inch woofers 

Type of Tuning: fre- 
quency synthesis 


grammable scan on set, 
scan plus direct access 
on remote 


Broadcast Tuning 
Range: 2 to 13, 14 to 69 


Cable Tuning Range: 
125 channels—A-8, A-7, 
A-6, 2 to 13, A to W, 
W+1 to W+58, A-5 to A- 
1, W+59 to W+84 


Remote Control: uni- 
versal with prepro- 
grammed and learning 
multibrand control of a 
cable box, threeVCRs 
and a laser 

disc player 


Jacks: front video/ 
stereo audio input; 
rear—3 S-video/video/ 


output (of selected 
source), video/stereo 
audio output (loop- 
through of input 3), 
Control S input and out- 
put RF input, variable- 
level stereo audio output 
External Speaker 
Connectors: external 
main left and right, sur- 
round left and right 
Internal Audio 
Amplifier Power: 20 
watts per channel stereo 
front, 10 watts per chan- 
nel rear 


RESULTS 
Horizontal Resolution: 


over 700 lines 
Picture S/N (dB): lumi- 


chroma AM 64.6, chro- 
ma PM 63.5 


Screen Brightness: 66 
footlamberts at standard 
setting 

Color Temperature: 
Trinitone high 6,600 
kelvin, Trinitone low 
8,500 kelvin 


Accuracy of Colors: 
excellent 


Audio Frequency 
Response: electronics 
20 Hz-20 kHz, +0.3/-0.7 
dB; speakers 60 Hz-16 
kHz, -3 dB 


Audio S/N: at line out- 
puts 76.1 dB, at speaker 
outputs 72.1 dB 

Total Harmonic 
Distortion: electronics 





stereo audio inputs, S- 
video/video/stereo audio 





Method of Tuning: pro- 


set. The non-removable screen also 
helps minimize the appearance of hori- 
zontal scan lines. Digital video features 
include a dual-tuner 











nance 56.7, video 54.3, 0.2%, speakers 0.5% 


picture-in-picture system. The PIP box 
can appear in any corner, and offers two 
sizes—troughly 1/6- and 1/4-screen. A 
channel index feature offers a choice of 
a 16-way split-screen, or an eight-way 
split featuring one big main screen sur- 
rounded by seven smaller boxes along 
the left side and bottom. 

Separate buttons make it easy to 
pick the eight-way channel index, 
which is a convenient way to surf other 
channels while continuing to watch 
something. There’s a delay of a few sec- 
onds when you press either channel 
index button, because the multi-image 
display doesn’t appear until all the pan- 
els are ready. Most other PIP TVs fill in 
the small boxes one at a time. 

One minor complaint is that you 
can't activate the PIP or channel index 
feature when the auxiliary antenna has 
been selected. PIP picture detail is not 
very impressive, either. Horizontal reso- 
lution appeared to be around 200 lines, 
even at the large box size. 

A digital freeze field feature, called 
memo on the remote, lets you store a 


continued on page 42 | 
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RATINGS ARE RELATIVE TO THOSE FOR 
OTHER REAR-PROJECTION TV SETS 
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SONY REAR-PROJECTION TY 
By Cliff Roth 

Sony rear-projection TVs 
have been a Video Mag- 
azine favorite for years. A 
46-inch model tied for 
first in our last rear-projection shootout, 
and we’ve received reports from many 
readers who have bought Sony rear-pro- 
jection sets only to be amazed at the 
picture quality. Yet the new KV- 
53XBR35 is actually better than any 
Sony rear projector we’ve tried. 

This top-notch TV looks great, 
sounds great, and has just about every 
bell and whistle you could want. A 
glossy acrylic contrast screen—a feature 
rapidly spreading throughout Sony’s 
line and the industry—gives the set a 
surface texture that makes it look like a 

direct-view 













SPECS AND 
MEASUREMENTS 


Brand & Model: Sony 
KP-53XBR35 

Weight & Size (h/w/d): 
221.6 Ibs., 52-3/4 x 48- 
3/4 x 25-1/8 inches 
Power Consumption: 
350 watts max., 7 watts 
standby 

Screen Size: 53 inches 
diagonally 

Speaker Size: two 1- 
inch tweeters, two 4-3/4- 
inch woofers 

Type of Tuning: fre- 
quency synthesis 


grammable scan on set, 
scan plus direct access 
on remote 


Broadcast Tuning 
Range: 2 to 13, 14 to 69 


Cable Tuning Range: 
125 channels—A-8, A-7, 
A-6, 2 to 13, Ato W, 
W+1 to W+58, A-5 to A- 
1, W+59 to W+84 


Remote Control: uni- 
versal with prepro- 
grammed and learning 
multibrand control of a 
cable box, threeVCRs 
and a laser 

disc player 


Jacks: front video/ 
stereo audio input; 
rear—3 S-video/video/ 


output (of selected 
source), video/stereo 
audio output (loop- 
through of input 3), 
Control S input and out- 
ut, RF input, variable- 
level stereo audio output 
External Speaker 
Connectors: external 
main left and right, sur- 
round left and right 


Internal Audio 
Amplifier Power: 20 
watts per channel stereo 
front, 10 watts per chan- 
nel rear 


RESULTS 
Horizontal Resolution: 


over 700 lines 
Picture S/N (dB): lumi- 


chroma AM 64.6, chro- 
ma PM 63.5 


Screen Brightness: 66 
footlamberts at standard 
setting 

Color Temperature: 
Trinitone high 6,600 
kelvin, Trinitone low 
8,500 kelvin 


Accuracy of Colors: 
excellent 


Audio Frequency 
Response: electronics 
20 Hz-20 kHz, +0.3/-0.7 
dB; speakers 60 Hz-16 
kHz, -3 dB 


Audio S/N: at line out- 
puts 76.1 dB, at speaker 
outputs 72.1 dB 

Total Harmonic 
Distortion: electronics 








stereo audio inputs, S- 
video/video/stereo audio 


Method of Tuning: pro- 
set. The non-removable screen also 
helps minimize the appearance of hori- 
zontal scan lines. Digital video features 
include a dual-tuner 
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picture-in-picture system. The PIP box 
can appear in any corner, and offers two 
sizes—troughly 1/6- and 1/4-screen. A 
channel index feature offers a choice of 
a 16-way split-screen, or an eight-way 
split featuring one big main screen sur- 
rounded by seven smaller boxes along 
the left side and bottom. 

Separate buttons make it easy to 
pick the eight-way channel index, 
which is a convenient way to surf other 
channels while continuing to watch 
something. There’s a delay of a few sec- 
onds when you press either channel 
index button, because the multi-image 
display doesn’t appear until all the pan- 
els are ready. Most other PIP TVs fill in 
the small boxes one at a time. 


Lo. ~ 


ASAE Ss Ses Neer 





NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 


IF MAILED 
IN THE 
UNITED STATES 








Boulder, Colorado 80321-5941 

















ali Business VIae® 


august 1994 


gh-End Consumer & Sm 


Event, Desktop: Hi 













From the publisher of 
Video Magazine comes a 
new publication for the 
professional videographer, 
desktop video editor 

and small-business 


KY-19 
Boece nard-edged test 


and analysis 


w i/ | . | 
2 he workhorse | 3 , 
he stable? | | : ; 
THE BUSINESS 399) a | : 
i rse : y 
odo Hi eting campagn Rs sp i | } nN 
CHNI IDE er i 
HNICAL ) | | p , 
ame ee techniques i 
e | 
WARE REVI 
a videoShop PAY 


VIDEOGRAPHERS - 


stories 








THE 


esuccess 


VIDEO PRO is a major new publication covering the latest in pro equipment — 
from cameras to DTV software, from VTRs to computer storage systems, from video 
accessories to editing software. What else? New and noteworthy products. Hands-on 
hardware and software evaluations. Inspiring success stories. Practical business 
advice. Technical how-to. All this and more, month after month after month. 

Lock in your savings now. VIDEO PRO becomes a free-standing publication 
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PROSCAN 27-INCH TV. esssssse 
By Cliff Roth 
Sporting a flatter, darker 
picture tube, ProScan’s 
new PS27153 27-inch 
monitor/receiver is an 
update of the PS2715S, our ‘93 pick for 
Best Direct-View TV of the Year. It 
offers both solid performance and fancy 
features. Though it has a few minor 
operating quirks I found unfriendly, it’s 
a top contender in this screen size. 
Digital video features include a 
camcorder-style zoom control that lets 





27-INCH TV SET 


___ PRICE: $1,099 
_V-RATING: VVVV\ 








BETTER —> 
PICTURE | 
SOUND 
FEATURES 
VALUE 











you zoom in on any part of the picture, 
with enough magnification so that at 
extreme zoom-in, the picture becomes 
an abstract digital mosaic. You can also 
zoom more subtly, such as by (heaven 
forbid) bringing letterboxed films out to 
fill the full screen. 

The PIP system uses a single-tuner 


SPECS AND | on full remote 


| Broadcast Tuning 


Range: 2 to 13, 14 to 69 


Brand & Model: Proscan | Cable Tuning Range: 


PS27153 | 125 channels—2 to 13, A 
; : | tol, J to W, W+1 to 
Weight & Size (h/wid): | W457, A-5 to A-1, W+58 


102 Ibs., 23-1/2 x 25-1/2 
x 18-5/8 inches 


Power Consumption: 


to W+84 


Remote Control: small 
simplified remote plus 


195 watts | large remote with prepro- 
ize: 27 i grammed multibrand con- 
Saou 21 MRE ld we VCRs oF 


laserdisc players, cable 
box or DSS receiver, and 
RCA audio device 


| Jacks: S- 
video/video/stereo audio 
input, video/stereo audio 
input, video/stereo audio 
output (of selected 
source), variable-level 
stereo audio output, 2 RF 
inputs, RF output (loop- 


Speaker Size: two 2-1/4 
x 5-inch mid/high drivers, 
two 5-1/8-inch woofers 


Type of Tuning: quartz- 
controlled frequency syn- 
thesis 


Method of Tuning: pro- 
grammable up/down scan 
on set and both remotes, 
scan and direct access 





Easy Does It: 
The PS2715S comes 
with a simple remote 
and a full-featured one 
that can also run DSS 
receivers. 




















(you need a VCR to watch two pro- 
grams at once), and offers five picture 
sizes and adjustable location in any cor- 
ner. A freeze-field feature can be 
applied to the full or the inset picture. 
A channel guide button brings up a 12- 
way split screen that shows stills from a 

continued on page 44 








Internal Audio Amplifier 
Power: 10 watts per 
channel 


Key Features: Invar 
shadow mask, anti- 
glare/anti-static faceplate, 
PIP, digital zoom and 
freeze, 12-channel guide, 
channel labeling, graphic 
equalizer, Dolby 
Surround with rear- 
speaker amps 


RESULTS 


Horizontal Resolution: 
S-video input 560 lines, 
video input more than 





through for cable conver- | 500 lines 
tor), 1/8-inch headphones Picture S/N (dB): video 
External Speaker 51.5, chroma AM 62.6, 
Connectors: external chroma PM 61.8 
| main left and right, sur- 
¥ Color Balance: 6,650 
round left and right Kelvin 


Screen Brightness: 99 
footlamberts 


Accuracy of Colors: 
very good/excellent 


Audio Frequency 
Response: at line out- 
puts 20 Hz-20 kHz, +0.7/- 
2.2 dB, at speaker termi- 
nals 20 Hz-12.5 kHz, 
+2.3/-3 dB, -6 dB at 20 
kHz 


Audio S/N: 68.2 dB 


Total Harmonic 
Distortion: 0.7% 
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(and you don’t even have to buy our cables!) 


It's true: XLO Electric Company's popularly-priced XLO/VDO™ brand cables for home entertainment™ are so much 
better than what your system probably now uses that, once you learn about them, we think you'll want to own them. 


That's why, if you fill out the coupon printed below, take it to any authorized XLO/VDO dealer, and ask him to tell you 
about XLO/VDO, the best and only complete line of cables for every audio, video, and Home Theatre application, we'll 
have him take five bucks off the purchase price of anything at all that you buy from hin—regardless of what it is, or 
what brand it may be. We'll even pay him to do you the courtesy. (Check out the fine print in the coupon, below.) 


lf XLO/VDO weren't really "The Best in the World," do you think we could afford to make this offer? 


| Yes, I want $5.00 Free! | 


Visit your authorized 
XL0/VD0 dealer today! 


I'm going to complete this coupon, take it to my authorized XLO/VDO 
dealer, ask about new XLO/VDO cables, and get $5.00 off anything at all 
that | buy from him, no matter what it is or what brand it may be! 














Name 
7nLO/VDO 
XLO Electric Company, Inc. Telephone 


9480 Utica Street, Suite 612, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730 
Phone (909) 466-0382, FAX (909) 466-3662 


Mr. Dealer, XLO Electric Co., Inc. promises to pay you $5.00 plus 50 cents handling for each completed 
coupon that you send us. Coupons are subject to check for validity. Only one coupon may be redeemed 
per customer. Offer is not valid outside the continental United States, and expires December 31, 1994. 
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By Brent Butterworth 
There are only a few man- 





ufacturers of laserdisc 
transport mechanisms, 
most notably Sony, 


Philips, Pioneer and Matsushita (parent 
company of Panasonic). But there are 
about 20 brands of laserdisc players. 
Many smaller manufacturers, particu- 
larly audio companies, buy laserdisc 
transports from a company like Pioneer, 
then add their own front panels and 
audio circuitry. Some even have the 
entire player built by another company 
to their specs. 

Until recently, most smaller compa- 
nies have based their players on Pioneer 
transports, resulting in a market filled 
with lookalike players. But several have 
switched to Matsushita transports. 
Denon’s LA-3500 is a perfect example. 
It’s basically a Panasonic LX-900 chassis 
and electronics with Denon’s own 20- 
bit audio digital-to-analog convertor 
and a different front panel. 

As you would expect from a $2,000 
machine, the LA-3500 offers automatic 





COMBI PLAYER 


PRICE: $2,000 


V-RATING: VVVV\ 
BETTER —P 








PICTURE 
SOUND 
FEATURES 
VALUE 


side-changing, so you don’t have to get 
up in the middle of a disc to flip it over. 
It also has digital effects, so you can get 
still frames, slow motion, speed play and 
clean search from CLV laserdiscs, 
which are by far the most common type. 

In the bells and whistles category, 
the LA-3500 offers very useful features 
like adjustable digital noise reduction 
and a jog/shuttle dial (for easy frame- 
by-frame viewing), plus somewhat use- 
ful features like a front-panel display 
dimmer and still-image with sound: the 
picture freezes, the sound keeps playing. 
It also carries one useless feature, an art 





SPECS AND 
MEASUREMENTS 


Brand & Model: Denon 
LA-3500 


bit & Dimensions 
(h/w/d): 17.1 Ibs., 5-5/8 x 
17-1/8 x 17-3/8 inches 


Power Consumption: 44 
watts 


Jacks: S-video/video 
output, 2 stereo audio 
output, Toslink optical 
digital audio output, 1/4- 
inch headphones 


Disc Formats: 12- and 
8-inch laserdisc, 5-inch 





CD-Video, 5- and 3-inch 
CD+G and CD 


Rapid Search: by 
time/frame, chapter/track, 
point A-B 


Cue & Review Search: 
8x, 10x, 30x 


Program Start 
Locator/Index/Cue: CAV 
frame or chapter; 
CLV/CDVICD time or 
chapter/track; all—point 
A, programmed 
chapter/track and or ran- 
dom chapter track 


Analog Audio: hi-fi AFM 
stereo/dual mono 





Digital Audio: digital 
stereo/dual mono with 
dual 20-bit D/A conver- 
tors 


Key Features: auto side- 
changing, digital effects 
for CLVs, programmed 
play of up to 20 
chapter/tracks, auto pro- 
gram edit chapter/tracks 
to fit specified time, 
strobe and art effects 


RESULTS 


Horizontal Resolution: 
410 lines 


Picture S/N (dB): 





unweighted video 47.3, 
weighted video 52.2, 
unweighted luminance 
48.3, weighted luminance 
51.7, chroma AM 53.1, 
chroma PM 47.8 


Audio Frequency 
Response: digital 10 Hz- 
20 kHz, +0.29/-0.02 dB; 
analog 20 Hz-20 kHz, 
+2.3/-2.1 dB 


Digital Dynamic Range: 
100.1 dB 
ae Audio S/N: 78.6 


Audio Distortion: digital 
less than 0.002%, analog 
0.02% 








mode that solarizes the picture. 

The LA-3500 is the first combi play- 
er I’ve seen that plays CD+Graphics 
discs. CD+Gs carry normal CD audio, 
plus simple graphics. There’s no motion 
video. Although a few rock CD+G 
titles have been released, the format is 
mainly used for karaoke, with song 
lyrics appearing onscreen. To do 


karaoke with the LA-3500, though, 
you'll need an add-on microphone 
mixer like Pioneer’s $99 MA-3. 

The rear panel has two sets of stereo 
audio outputs, a composite (RCA jack) 





Multiburst for the LA-3500 shows a typically 
good high-frequency response for an LV player. 


video output and an S-video output. 
There’s also a Toslink optical digital 
audio output for driving an external 
D/A convertor or a receiver that has a 
Toslink input. The Toslink output is 
something of a disappointment, espe- 
cially since this combi player comes 
from an audio company. The sonic 
advantages of a coaxial digital output, 
which produces less signal jitter than 
Toslink, are widely accepted in audio- 
phile circles, and Pioneer includes a 
coaxial output on several players in its 
line. 

From a lab test standpoint, the pic- 
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ture quality of the LA-3500 is excellent. 
Most numbers place it within the ranks 
of the best players. But a comparison 
with the outstanding Pioneer CLD- 
D703 we tested last month wasn’t as 
flattering. 

The LA-3500’s picture differs in 
four ways from the CLD-D703’s. First, 
it’s noisier. It’s not what I’d call objec- 
tionably noisy, but it doesn’t look as 
clean as the CLD-D703’s picture. To be 
fair, neither does any other consumer 
laserdisc player I’ve tried, but the CLD- 
D703 is almost $800 less than the LA- 
3500. The three-level noise reduction 
on the LA-3500 helps, but even at its 
maximum level, it doesn’t produce as 
clean a picture as the CLD-D703 does 


at its standard noise reduction level. 





Denon 
LA-3500 
Remote 
Control 





Noise reduction levels two and three 
sacrifice picture detail. 

Second, the LA-3500’s video out- 
put level is lower, resulting in a dimmer 
picture. But Technical Editor Lance 
Braithwaite found that the LA-3500 is 
exactly calibrated to RS-170A specifi- 
cations, while the CLD-D703, and 
most other laserdisc players, have their 
output levels set too high. Third, the 
LA-3500 offers cleaner, more attractive 
visual forward and reverse scanning 
than the CLD-D703 and other Pioneer 
players, on which scanning tends to 
look a bit jerky. 

Finally, the Y/C  (luminance/ 
chrominance) separator on the LA- 
3500 is just okay. It produces a signifi- 
cant dot crawl on many solidly colored 
edges and on text. It’s better than the 
Y/C separators in inexpensive TVs, but 
most new high-end TVs have better 
Y/C separators, so if you have an excel- 
lent TV, you're better off using a com- 


posite video cable with the LA-3500 





than an S-video cable. 

All these pros and cons are impor- 
tant. But for me, what really matters in 
a laserdisc picture is the quality of basic 
playback, and here the LA-3500 is 
good, but not great, earning a rating of 
four out of five. 

Denon’s D/A convertor looks 
impressive on paper—it’s what the 
company calls a dual 20-bit advanced 
super linear design. Fortunately, it also 
sounds impressive in actual use. I was 





particularly attracted to the LA-3500’s 
detail, and it produced excellent sound- 
staging on all the recordings I tried. I 
liked its slightly laid-back character. 
The extreme treble was slightly, but 
pleasingly soft, not as fatiguing as most 
laserdisc players. The only fault I 
noticed was a hint of thinness in the 
lower midrange and upper bass, and I 
noticed that only on a recording of solo 
acoustic guitar. 

A blind comparison with the 
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SUNPAK 
MEMORY-FREE 


NiCad Battery 
with 3 stage LED 
Unlike 
conventional 
rechargeable 
NiCad batteries, 
the new Sunpak 
RB-80UL is 
RB-SOUL Memory-Free. This 
ultra-high capacity (2700 mAh) 
battery provides up to 2.5 hours of 
running time on today’s most 
popular 8mm and VHS-C. 
camcorders. Plus, it's compatible 
with your camcorder’s charger and 
will provide up to 5 times the 
number or recharges of other so- 
called no memory batteries. 
Comes with LIFETIME WARRANTY 


$6995 


AP200W 


(not included). 





o® 


Remote Control Auto Pan/Tilt Head 
Mount your camcorder on Sunpak’s 
pan head, place on tripod & get in the 
action with everyone else! Infra-red 
signal controls pan & tilt plus lens 
zoom & record/pause of Sony, JVC, 
Hitachi & Canon camcorders. 


Powered by 6v battery $149 


Optional 20’ remote sensor cord®L 9° 
$10 OFF RB-8OUL w/ purchase of AP-200W 


SUNPAK 


VIDEO 
TRIPOD 


The new SLIK 
U8000 features a 
modern design, 
titanium finish 
and ultra- 
smooth fluid 
head. The 
sturdy 3 part U8000 
telescopic legs & gear drive, positive 
elevation center column extend to a 
maximum height of 59”, The space 
age lightweight design yields a total 
weight of only 3.25 Ibs! Add to this 
the patented dual purpose quick 
release that works with both 
camcorders & 35mm 
cameras, & you have the s49°° 
best value ever for a tripod! 

U8000 with SLIK custom tripod case 


S59" 


JXSV55 


Over the past ten years we have helped 
thousands of people get started in video 
editing. One system that is easy to hook- 
up, compatible with all formats, and 
praised time and time again is the JVC 
JXSV55 & JXT88. 
JVC JXSV55 
JVC JXT88 249.00 
Deluxe Cable Kit 29.95 


“hook-up guide & how-to manual” 6.95 
3M Black Watch 4410 Tape 9.95 


NC T-shirt 


£399.00 


The Ultima Editing System! Rated #1 By Our Techs! | 


JXT88 


What makes this a great editing system? 


© Color character generator-add titles and scroll credits 
in 8 different colors and 4 type sizes 

© Audio mixer- add music and/or narration 

© Special effects generator- fade and wipe to color 
backgrounds between scenes 

¢ S-VHS/ Hi8 Color processor- correct poor lighting 
situations or improper white balance 

e¢ Video enhancement-make clearer copies 





3M B LAC K WATC H ig Because Memories Were Meant to Last Forever! 


When 3M set out to design & manufacture 3M Black Watch Tape it created 
more than just a tape-it created a time capsule worthy of storing your fondest 
memories. This video tape is so advanced that it is better than professional 
broadcast quality. Why settle for anything less? 

Available in all formats * Call for info & pricing! 


3M Black Watch is not the least expensive tape, .. 


. it is the best!!! 
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Mention this Ad and get at least a 20% discount 
off the Suggested Retail Price on: 
S.R.P. SALE 

Jurassic Park (THX®, WS CAV) $74-98 $57.98 
Jurassic Park (THX®, WS CLV) 4498 34.98 
Schindler's List (THX®, WS) ; 
The Flintstones (THX®, WS) 
Sports Illustrated Swimsuit '94 

(Uncensored) 
Maverick (WS) 
The Client (WS) 
The Pelican Brief (WS) 
The Three Tenors 

(Dodger Stadium) 
Pioneer LaserKaraoke 

Christmas Songs (Vol. 1 or 2) 29:95 
Blown Away (WS or Regular) 44.98 
The Dirty Harry Collection (WS) +99-98 
Getting Even With Dad (WS) ; 
With Honors (WS) 
Wyatt Earp (WS) 
Speed (THX®, WS) 


Starring 
Keanu Reeves 
and 

, Dennis Hopper! 


“The most 
successful movie yet 
from a John Grisham 
novel.” 


- Richard Schickel, 
TIME 


FI 
Ohioxt 


Limit: 2 discs per title * Offer expires 1/31/94 


If none of these titles grab you ... 
Call for the most informative 

monthly catalog in the 
business! Free! 





Free membership & monthly catalog! 
Hundreds of new and recent releases on sale 
in each catalog! (No obligation! No hassles!) 
Every title available, including Pioneer 
LaserKaraoke! (Not a limited selection and you 
don't have to wait for the latest releases!) 
Every title discounted up to 40%! 

Free UPS ground shipping! 

Open 7 days a week! Weekdays 7 am -7 pm 
Weekends 8 am - 5 pm (PST) 


Laserdisc Fan Club, Inc. 
Department V124 


(800) 801-DISC(3472) 
“75 FAN CLUB FAX (310) 952-3000 
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Pioneer CLD-D703 showed the two 
players sound surprisingly similar. I had 
a tough time choosing a favorite. The 
CLD-D703 was definitely best on the 
acoustic guitar track, while the LA- 
3500 won my favor on rock tunes. The 
differences between the two are proba- 
bly not worth fretting about. Changing 
speaker cables will probably make a big- 
ger difference in the sound than switch- 
ing between these players. 

The LA-3500 is a very good 
machine overall, with great sound and a 
good picture. It’s roughly on a par with, 
or slightly better than, several players 
with comparable features, like Pana- 
sonic’s $1,100 LX-900. Unfortunately, 
the LA-3500 lists for about $900 more 
than the LX-900. And the $1,220 
Pioneer CLD-D703 outperforms the 
LA-3500 in picture quality. For an extra 
$800, you really should be able to get a 
significant improvement in_perfor- 
mance, or at least a really snazzy face 
plate. a 


VCRs possess this feature, which is a 
strong selling point for me—one I'd like 
to see Hitachi and other VCR manu- 
facturers start including. 

Picture quality is good for this level 
of VCR. There’s a bit of chrominance 
noise and a very slight tendency tow- 
ards luminance blooming (where bright 
whites start to spread outside their 
boundaries), indicating that the video 
output level might be slightly hot. Hi-fi 
and linear audio are both good—the 
linear audio is, in fact, a hair better 
than usual for this level VCR. 

Hitachi’s VT-F382A from Hitachi is 
a conventional but capable VHS VCR. 
It does a good job picture- and sound- 
wise, offers a few nice features like VCR 
Plus and, once you get the hang of a few 
oddities, is easy to operate. Just be sure 
you don’t lose the remote, or you oe 
be able to do much! 














Vito/VGR 


continued from page 33 


index search system (VISS), and a light 
button on the remote, which when 
pressed temporarily illuminates the 
remote’s tape control buttons (for those 
who watch videos in the dark, one 
assumes). 

One feature the F382A doesn’t 
have that I wish it did is S-VHS quasi- 
playback. Given that the front panel 
A/V and the synchro edit jacks let you 
to use this VCR as a player in your edit- 
ing setup, the ability to play back S- 
VHS tapes at VHS resolution would be 
extremely useful. Most Panasonic VHS 





Night Rider: 

The remote for 
Hitachi's VT-F382A 
has backlit buttons 
for in-the-dark 
control. 

















S-VHS CAMCORDER 


continued from page 33 


shoulder. The viewfinder can be 
brought around 180 degrees for lefties 
who use the other shoulder. A nice 
addition here would be an audio moni- 
tor speaker, like that on the discontin- 
ued Sony CCD-V5000. 

Panasonic has included external 
microphone and headphone jacks (rare 
features in a point-and-shoot era), a 
clip-on light and provision for a manu- 
al focus, white balance and shutter. 
What's missing, however, is an 
adjustable iris, which would be more 
useful than a backlight function. 

The S770 has a two-mode electron- 
ic image stabilizer. At the first setting, 


the image is cropped and the shutter | 


moves to 1/125th of a second. The sec- 
ond setting crops a bit more and pro- 
vides greater stabilization. There is 
some drift at the end of pans and tilts, 
but the stabilizer does a decent job 
overall. I was surprised to find that the 
EIS is unavailable in full-auto mode, 
where someone is most likely to want it. 
You have to switch the camera to “nor- 
mal” mode to use this feature, as well as 


the manual focus, white balance and | 


shutter. It seems to me that someone 
who wants a fully automated camcorder 
is also going to want image stabilization. 

In addition, senior editor Brent 
Butterworth felt the location of the 
on/off switch for the S-VHS-mode 
made it much too easy to trigger acci- 
dentally, leaving the shooter with a 
lower-resolution VHS-version of what- 
ever was being shot. The switch should 
actually be less accessible. 

The S770’s autofocus is full-range, 
which allows you to render extreme 
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close-ups. I found it sometimes had a 
tendency to hunt a bit, but Panasonic 
included a well-placed manual-focus 
thumbwheel on the top of the cam- 
corder, making it easy to get a sharp 
focus. The black-and-white viewfinder 
also enhances manual focusing, com- 
pared to the new color viewfinders. 

The S770 has a two-speed zoom 
controlled by a toggle on the handgrip. 
The record trigger button is on the tog- 
gle, which sometimes leads to acciden- 
tal triggering. There are a number of 
digital camera effects that can be used 
individually or in combination. If you 
want extended range, the 12x optical 
zoom can segue into a bodacious 32x 
digital zoom. This setting is pretty 
impractical due to its pronounced 
graininess, but may provide some utility 
when you want binoculars as much as a 
camcorder. However, the stabilizer 
made no real dent in camcorder shake 
at the more extreme zoom settings 
(where you would tend to really need 
the steadiness). 

The digital still, mirror and strobe 
effects buttons are by the digital zoom 
button on the side of the camcorder, 
close to the handgrip. The mirror fea- 
ture divides the image so that the right 
side of the image reflects whatever 
appears on the left, for a hallucino- 
genic, liquid effect. The strobe works as 
long as you hold the button, while the 
still feature freezes an image until you 
push the button again. You can mix 
these effects to your taste—zoom with 
strobe, frozen mirror and more. 

In addition to traditional fades to 
black and white, there is a digital mosa- 
ic fade that grids small to large then 
holds as long as you depress the button. 
This makes for more shimmering, active 
transitions. 

Except for S-video and adaptor 
jacks, Panasonic dispenses with on- 
board jacks in favor of an AC unit that 
incorporates RCA audio/video jacks 
and a battery charger. It also comes 
with a snap-on light that is activated by 
a side-mounted switch. Like other 
lights that come with camcorders, it 
does an adequate job in casual circum- 
stances. 

The S770’s recording functions are 
complemented by a number of playback 
and record indicator lights over individ- 
ual buttons. A record-review feature 
shows you the previous four seconds of 
recorded tape, so you know where you 
are. A fast-forward and rewind scan lets 
you see what’s recorded as you rewind or 
forward the tape (scan lines are visible 
in reverse but not forward-scan). The 
S770 has audio and video dub capabili- 
ty and can record from line sources. 
One minor irritation: the slow turn- 
around time when you change from play 








SPEC | mosaic with hold-down 
MEASUREMENTS | type activator 
te 
Shutter Speeds (sec.): 
1/60 (normal), 1/125, 
Brand & Model: 1/250, 1/500, 1/1 ,000, 
Panasonic PV-S770-A 1/2,000, 1/4,000, 
Weight & Size (h/w/d): eae 
: ph ence ena White Balance: auto 
switchable to indoor or 
Power Use: 12 volts DC, outdoor 
17 watts average 
Image Sensor: 1/3-inch | Viewfinder: 2/3-inch 
CCD with 360,000 pixels black-and-white CRT 
Lens: f1.6, 12x (5.4 - _ Viewfinder Controls: 
} 


64.8mm) two-speed zoom | diopter focus, positioning 
Filter Diameter: 49mm 


Minimum Focusing 
Distance: 36 inches, tele, 
1/2-inch wide angle 


Autofocus: TTL contrast 


Microphone: mono elec- 
tret condenser with wind 
buffer switch 


Jacks: mic, earphone, 
remote, S-video input/out- 


type put, multi-pin power 
Iris: auto with hold-down  ‘"PUVoutput 
type BLC Tape Speeds: SP 





Fader: to black, white or | Video Heads: 4 


to rewind, or from stop to play. 

Brent Butterworth and I were both 
impressed with the S770’s picture. In 
our tests, there was virtually no lumi- 
nance noise. Color rendition was good, 
if slightly muted, and it was possible to 
discern detail in the rendered blacks. It 
was as good a picture as I have seen 
from a consumer camcorder, including 
current Hi8 models (except for Sony’s 
VX-3). 

Audio performance was average. 
The S770 has no stereo or hi-fi sound. 
There was very little noise leakage from 
the camcorder’s controls, although a 
slight amount of camera noise mixed in 
with the ambient room sound. 

Perhaps the last of a breed, the PV- 
S770-A is a very good camcorder, 
although it has a few quirks. An excel- 
lent picture and lots of manual control, 
combined with practical features, like a 
stabilizer and a light, plus some digital 
















speakers. 











games. 














orderline at: 








| Cue & Review Search: 


| end of tape, time lapse-1 
_ sec. record every minute. 





RESULTS 
8x 


Fast Forward/Rewind 
Time: less than 6 min. for 
120 min. tape 


Edit Protocol: Panasonic 
synchro edit 


Horizontal Resolution: 
camera 450 lines, S-VHS 
400 lines; VHS 250 lines 


Picture S/N Ratios (db): 
unweighted luminance 


Program Start 48.2, weighted luminance | 
Locator/Index/Cue: 53.8, unweighted video 

index mark butno read, | 46.2, weighted video 
bookmark (blank tape) 50.7, chroma AM 44, 

search. chroma PM 40.1 


Audio: linear mono 


Timer: self—10 sec. 
delay/ 10 sec. record or 
10 sec. delay/ record to 


Minimum Illumination: 
3.3 lux for 50 IRE 


Approx. Battery Life: 
(man. focus/no zoom/no 
light: 75 min. 


Key Features: flying 
ease head, frame 
advance, slow motion, 
speed play, audio dub, 
video dub insert edit, digi- 
tal E.1.S., light, digital 
effects—zoom, mirror, still 
and strobe. 


Audio Frequency 
Response: 100 HZ-9 
kHz, +0.25/-3 dB 


Linear Audio S/N: 41.6 
dB 





Audio Distortion: 0.8% 


frills, make this camcorder a great value 
for both casual and more demanding 
videographers. = 











FREE BUYER'S GUIDE: 


Interactive Music for your PC or Mac 


Now you can enjoy premium quality music on your computer. Choose from 
thousands of beautiful MIDI music arrangements on disks, sound 
modules, music & presentation software, MIDI Keyboards, mixers and 


Give a popular family-oriented alternative to violent computer 


The Edirol Buyer's Guide will show you how prosounding Roland sound 
modules and innovative software can enhance creativity and musical 
experience in your home. Call Toll Free, to our 24 hour 


1-800-380-2580 






AAMAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


Disc protectors 





To keep laserdiscs fingerprint-free, visit 
a pharmacy to buy vinyl gloves, like | 
those used for ostomy patients. They’re 
non-sterile, ambidextrous and come in 
boxes of 50 or 100. Pharmacies also sell 
nylon gloves for use with hand creams, 
while photography stores sell lint-free | 
cotton gloves for working with nega- | 
tives. Dr. Joe Svirbely | 






“EDIROH 


"Desktop Music Presentatio 
Products... Direct to you " 
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da-INGH TV 


continued from page 34 


freeze-frame (technically a half-frame 
field) in memory while watching mov- 
ing images, and then recall the frozen 
image later. Split, one of the weirder 
digital features, creates a two-way, 
left/right split-screen. Horizontally 
squished images appear in each half- 
screen panel. I question the usefulness 
of this feature. 

Clearly, the most impressive digital 
video feature is the replay button. It 
stores about one second of moving 
video and replays it over and over in 
the PIP box, without sound. 

On the remote control, a big rocker 
switch navigates up or down through 
the menus. Pressing straight down on 
the center of this switch selects the 
highlighted item, much like the way a 
computer mouse works. Menus stay 
active until you cancel them—there are 
no timeouts. Creature comforts include 
a daylight savings time adjustment, a 
choice of English, French or Spanish 
menus, and an excellent automated 











channel programming feature that 
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makes it very clear how to add or erase 
channels. 

Not only is this remote multibrand, 
for control of a cable box and up to 
three VCRs or lasercisc players, but it’s 
also a learning remote that can be pro- 
grammed to mimic the infrared codes 
for any other device. To get around the 
button real estate dilemma, the remote 
uses a clever flip-open lid that essen- 
tially shifts each button to provide a dif- 
ferent function, but without the confu- 
sion of a shift key. Considering its com- 
plexity and power, the remote control is 
surprisingly compact, comfortable and 
uncluttered. 

The program palette menu offers an 
absurd number of customized video set- 
tings for movies, sports, news, music, 
videogames and regular TV (standard). 
There’s also a customizable setup, 
where you set contrast, brightness, 
color and tint yourself. But unfortu- 
nately, after going to the trouble of cus- 
tomizing the video, these settings get 
erased whenever you switch to one of 
the six predefined choices. 

Perhaps the most complicated part of 
the setup process is the favorite. channel 
feature, which is totally unlabelled on 
the remote. Once you get it pro- 
grammed, pressing on the rocker switch 
produces a quick menu of seven chan- 
nel numbers (plus your customized 
channel labels) that you can scroll 
through. 

The complement of available con- 
nections is excellent, the one minor 
omission being a headphone jack. Each 
of the three A/V inputs offers S-video, 
and there are two sets of A/V output 
jacks, including a set of pass-through 
jacks for the video 3 input. There are 
also two additional sets of audio output 
jacks, offering fixed and variable output 
levels. Sony also provides its Control S 
wired remote control terminal, which 
lets one unit receive remote control sig- 
nals for the other. The second device, 
such as a VCR, can thus be in a differ- 
ent room or tucked away in a cabinet, 
while still receiving remote control sig- 
nals. For use as the center channel in an 
external surround-sound system the 
integral speakers can be connected to 
an external amplifier. 

The picture itself is excellent, with 
superb detail and color rendition. 
Horizontal resolution measured over 
700 lines. A choice of two color tem- 
perature (“Trinitone”) settings is avail- 
able. The low Trinitone setting is clos- 
est to the 6,500-degree Kelvin NTSC 
standard. The color temperature stays 
very consistent over different . bright- 
ness levels, which is unusual—most TV 
pictures turn warmer as brightness 
decreases. Visible picture noise is mini- 
mal, and the video electronics noise 


specs as measured by technical editor 
Lance Braithwaite are very good. 

For a rear-projection TV, the KP- 
53XBR35 is also very good in its lack of 
hot spots, a problem that plagues many 
otherwise excellent sets, which are 
noticeably brighter in the center. The 
range for acceptable horizontal viewing 
angles is also very good, though as with 
most rear-projection TVs, the accept- 
able vertical range is much more limit- 
ed. The assumption is that viewers will 
be seated and that they will, therefore, 








Menu Magic: 

The remote for 
Sony's XBR35 has 
excellent channel 
programming and 
uses a mouse-like — 
meun control. 














have their eyes at approximately the 
same height. 

As on most of today’s R/P sets, 
remote-control convergence adjust- 
ment is available; a crosshair test pat- 
tern appears in the middle of the 
screen. As usual, when we looked at a 
full-screen crosshatch pattern (avail- 
able on the A Video Standard laserdisc), 
we found it impossible to perfectly con- 
verge the red, green and blue beams at 
both the left and right edges of the 
screen. But the adjustment provided 
acceptable results. 

Audio performance is also excel- 
lent, with ample volume that remains 
undistorted even at the loudest set- 
tings. Though the speaker elements are 
quite compact, the sound is deep and 
rich—Sony rates the internal amplifier 
at a healthy (for a TV) 20 watts per 
channel for the front speakers, and 10 
watts per channel for the rear speaker 
output terminals. Surround-sound out- 
put is Dolby Surround (not the superior 
Pro-Logic), or a choice of several digital 
sound processing effects—SRS Auto (a 
stereo expansion system), Jazz Club, 
Dance Club, Live Concert or Simulated 























(stereo). The adjustment for rear- 
speaker volume is buried in a hard-to- 
find sub-submenu, which is a minor 
annoyance. 

Overall, the KP-53XBR35 is one 
fantastic projection TV set. The only 
feature it really lacks is a widescreen 
aspect ratio. This model sticks to the 
1.33:1 standard. In just about all other 
respects, though, it’s top-shelf, and a 


worthy home theater contender, : 








Bye-bye Bugs 


When I want to send a video postcard 
to a friend, I don’t always have two 
hours of videotape to spare, and it’s 
foolish to put 10 minutes on a 120- 
minute tape. I go to a “dollar” store and 
buy a cheap cartoon tape, put tape over 
the record tab hole and I’m all set. 
These tapes are eight minutes long in 
SP mode, 15 in LP and 30 in ER And 


the tape only costs $1.70 to mail, com- 





pared to $3 for a T-120. As a bonus I 
can watch the cartoons before I destroy 
them. John Luciano 

Torrington, Connecticutt 


Going dotty 


Rear-projection TVs require occasional 
adjusting the color alignment (conver- 
gence) to maintain a quality picture. 
For a quick check, I use my laserdisc 
player as a dot generator. To do so, put 
a disk in a player that has chapter stops, 
then push play, pause and program. 
Many laserdisc players show white 
oblong dots on the top or lower half of 
the screen. If you see color fringing 
around the edges of the dots on one 
side or the other, it corresponds to a 
misalignment of the red and blue tubes. 

Ralph A. Brown 

Bountiful, Utah 


Bright idea 


When shooting an interior scene, 
bright interior lamps can trigger your 
camcorder’s automatic iris, causing it to 
close down and darken the desired sub- 





ject. Professionals carry a portable rheo- 
stat to dim lamps. I use a simple $10 
method. Your local electrical store 
should have a quarter-sized control 
module that slips under a lamp bulb 
(Abco of Philadelphia is one company 
that makes this device). The module 
allows up to four brightness settings 
using a regular on-off switch. 
Alan Harwick 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


Calling all tipsters 


Do you know something we don’t about 
VCRs, TVs, camcorders and other 
home video equipment? We’ll share it 
with our readers as a “Tech Tip,” and 
give you credit and a $25 bounty for 
each one we publish. Tips should be 
informative and to the point. Please 
include your name, mailing address and 
phone number (e-mailers too). Send 
tips by mail to Tech Tips, Video 
Magazine, 460 West 34 Street, New 
York, NY 10001; by fax to 212-947- 
6500, after 5 p.m. EST weekdays, and 
all day on weekends; via CompuServe 
to 75147,1255; or via the Internet to 
75147.1255@compuserve.com. 2 








The Swiss Army Ch 


“Rapid Charge Only” feature 
for NoMEM" Batteries 


Direct power supply for 
most 8mm and VHS-C 6V 
camcorders 


12V car ligh 


Introducing the OmniSource™ Plus, We call it a charger. 


But that hardly does justice to the most versatile and convenient, do- 


adaptor 


until you need it. 


4-level LED battery capacity indicator 


power is concerned, you never know what you'll need 


areer 


Enea 












Reconditions and charges 
one or two batteries sequentially 








Sure, there are chargers that'll do some of these 
things. But only the OmniSource Plus does all of 
these things. Ask your Lenmar dealer about the 
OmniSource Plus. It’s the ultimate power tool 
no camcorder bag 
should be without. 


everything power manager for camcorder enthusiasts. 

The OmniSource Plus automatically reconditions and charges one 
or two nickel-cadmium batteries. It rapidly charges NoOMEM” memory- 
free batteries. It tests the battery power level. It powers VHS-C and 8mm 
camcorders directly. It works from the home AC. It works from the car’s 


DC. It does practically everything but edit the footage. Because where 





CAMCORDER PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS 





For the name of your nearest Lenmar dealer, and a catalog of our other Camcorder Performance Products call: 800/424-2703 ©1994 Lenmar Enterprises, Inc. 
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DESCRAMBLERS 
Best Prices in the U.S.A.! 
(CTUE-Te-lalcci-rem com Ulfolae 


WE bit BEAT ANY PRICE! 


Jerrold, Scientific Atlanta 
Pioneer, FTB-3, SA3 


The Newest & the Latest 


Stealth - 


Jerrold Impulse & 
Starcom series 
(adv. ver. of TNT & TVT) 


Scientific Atlantas incl. 
8536/+, 8580, Drop-field 
Super-Pio - Pioneer systems (adv. 
ver. of Pioneer "Green”") 
Panasonic TZPC145G 99 Ch Converters 
Zentek XL2100 99 Channel Converters 


30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
FAST SHIPMENTS & FREE CATALOG 


1-800-772-6244 


' M-F: 9-6 EST 
U.S. Cable TV, Inc. Dept.: KVM124 
4100 N. Powerline Rd, Bldg, F-4 Pompano Beach FL 33073 


NO FLORIDA SALES! 


M80 





BACATAL 
Flo_tLywooD) 


ENTERTAINMEN T 


COMING 
SOON... 


MEL 


GIBSON 


JODIE 


FOSTER 


MAVERICK 


JAMES 


GARNER 


Me 42/07/94 


17% off list 
until 11/15/94 


DIGITAL HOLLYWOOD ENTERTAINMENT 
6849 Via Sola Cr. 
Buena Park, CA 90620 
(800) 994-DISC - Fax (714) 821-7458 
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dozen channels. 

The PS27153 comes with two 
remote controls—a very simple, com- 
pact six-button wand and a uniquely 
shaped 46-button main remote control, 
which vaguely resembles a telephone 
handset. Big feet on each end make it 
easy to pick up. Though functional, 
some aspects of the remote/menu sys- 
tem are frustrating. Activating the sleep 
timer, for example, requires wading 
through the setup menu each time you 
want to go to sleep—there’s no dedicat- 
ed button. As someone who has dozed 
off before the TV more times than I 
should admit, I believe the sleep timer 
button should be the easiest one to find. 

Pressing the closed caption button 
takes you into the same setup menu 
where the sleep timer is found. 
Ergonomically, there’s other minor 
weirdness: The volume control is 
arranged left/right, rather than 
up/down, and the universal remote 
selector buttons can be confusing for 
first-time users. The universal multi- 
brand remote control can also operate 
two VCRs or laserdisc players, an RCA 
DSS satellite receiver or a cable box, 
and an RCA audio device. 

There’s an excellent complement of 
A/V inputs and outputs, but the layout 
of these jacks on the rear panel can be 
baffling to inexperienced consumers 
because the video inputs are grouped 
together separately from their corre- 
sponding audio connections. Both 
fixed-level and  adjustable-volume 
audio output jacks are provided, but the 
labeling is a bit confusing. Line-level 
outputs from the integral surround 
decoder are also available. 

The picture quality is generally 
excellent, but our test unit did suffer 
from one quality control problem—the 
picture tube’s yoke was twisted (either 
in manufacturing or shipping), and the 
image slanted slightly downward on one 
side. Compared with the previous gen- 
eration’s picture tube, which was more 
curved, the new version also appears to 
have a bit more geometric picture dis- 
tortion, making the top and bottom 
edges of letterboxed films appear slight- 
ly curved. 

Picture detail is quite good—tech- 
nical editor Lance Braithwaite mea- 
sured a horizontal resolution of 560 
lines using the S-video input, and 500 
lines with composite input signals. The 
comb filter is very good. There’s virtu- 
ally no dot crawl from composite video 
inputs and broadcasts. 








The color temperature is not 
adjustable. It’s on the blue side and, as 
you might expect, higher than the 
6,500-degree Kelvin NTSC standard. 
The picture has very square corners, 
and the screen has a dark tint that 
enhances contrast and color saturation. 
Visible picture noise is acceptably low. 
Large areas of blue tended to be worse 
than corresponding areas of red, a sub- | 








New Jack City: The rear panel arranges video 
and audio jacks in separate clusters. 


jective impression confirmed by our 
measurements. Color and tint are accu- 
rate and quite pleasing. 

Technical issues aside, the picture 
looked great compared with two other | 
top 27-inchers, a Panasonic CT- 
27XF40 and a ProScan PS27152 cali- 
brated to NTSC standards. Perhaps it 
lacked just a tiny bit of depth compared 
to the Panasonic. The noise was only 
slightly lower than that of the PS27152, 
which was almost flawless but for noise; 
we were hoping for a bigger improve- 
ment. 

Tuner sensitivity appeared to be 
good. The three video inputs (S-video | 
and two line video) are selected as 
channels 90, 91 and 92. If there’s a con- 
flict with your cable system, the corre- 
sponding cable channels show up as 
channels 126, 127 and 128. Custom 
picture settings for each of these A/V 
inputs are maintained in memory. 

The sound was the most disappoint- 
ing aspect of this TV. Although certain- 
ly adequate, with separate woofers and 
mid/tweeters for the left and right 
channels, the sound was on the tinny 
side when compared with the PS27152. 

I found that boosting bass frequencies 
using the graphic equalizer feature 
improved the audio slightly. The seven- 
band EQ has 13-step boost/cut adjust- 
ments for 60, 150, 400, 1,000, 2,000, 
4,500 and 10,000 Hertz. But better 
woofers would have been preferable to 
all these adjustments. | 

The built-in surround sound system | 
consists of a basic Dolby Surround | 
decoder, as well as matrix, hall, and sta- 
dium settings. I hooked up a pair of rear | 
speakers, popped in the Apocalypse 
Now laserdisc, and found the surround 
sound adequate for a starter setup. 
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FST Picture Perfection 


When large groups gather together to enjoy 
their favorite holiday program, someone 
always ends up sitting just a little too far off to 
one side — outside the viewing range of con- 
ventional TVs. Now, thanks to the develop- 
ment of a “naturally flat” FST Perfect screen, 
Toshiba’s new 35” and 32” SuperTUBE TVs 
offer a much wider viewing angle — up to 
24% wider than conventional TVs. This guar- 
antees an incredibly crisp, clear image for vir- 
tually everyone in the room. To further 
enhance picture quality, Toshiba incorporates 
a state-of-the-art Invar Shadow Mask in all its 
30”, 32” and 35” picture tubes. This feature 
allows Toshiba to use higher voltages for the 
brightest, sharpest pictures. 

Another high-performance feature — Color 
Temperature Selection — lets you select the 


overall “warmth” of a movie’s image on your ~ 


screen, matching it more closely than ever before 
to the way the director originally intended! 

Finally, to help preserve holiday harmony 
among family members, Toshiba’s dual tuner 
picture-in-picture (PIP) feature lets you view 
two programs simultaneously, so everyone 
can watch what they want. 


Powerful Audio Impact 


Toshiba’s new Cinema Series direct-view and 
rear-projection color TVs are virtual one-piece 


HOME THEATER 
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mut 


 Toshiba’s TW56D90 projection TV. 


home theater systems. The two new Cinema 
Series FST Perfect sets (Models CN35D90 
and CN32D90) feature a super-powerful 43- 
watt audio system, Dolby Surround Sound 
Processing and separate rear surround speak- 
ers — a complete home theater audio system! 
And there’s even a built-in Cyclone ABX 
sound system that creates dramatically 
enhanced bass performance. 


The Big Theater Picture 


Toshiba’s TheaterView line of 48” and 55” 
rear-projection televisions, as well as its top-of- 
the-line Cinema Series 48” projection set, are 
designed for the ultimate in large screen, 
home theater excitement. Thanks to a com- 
pletely re-engineered optical system and 
screen, these sets deliver sharper, clearer pic- 
tures than ever before, while occupying a min- 
imum of floor space. In fact, thanks to 


Toshiba’s M-760 6-head, Hi-Fi VCR. 


ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT 





advances in short focus lens design, Toshiba 
48” rear-screen projection TVs have cabinets 
that are less than 20” deep. Toshiba is also 
leading the way in widescreen (16:9 aspect 
ratio) projection TV. The new TheaterWide 
Model TW56D90 boasts a 56-inch wide 
screen, 900 lines of resolution and a high-pow- 
ered Dolby Pro Logic sound system. 


Six Head Home Video 


Toshiba’s new state-of-the-art VCRs offer 
unsurpassed performance. The Hi-Fi model 
M-760, for example, with its revolutionary six- 
head design, offers a dazzling array of conve- 
nience features, plus something that until now 
only professional VTRs could boast — a flying 
pre-amp. This design amplifies the video sig- 
nal while it’s still inside the VCR’s rotating 
head cylinder, which means virtually no video 
noise enters the signal during playback. The 
result is a much clearer and more natural- 
looking picture, with a higher S/N ratio. 
Toshiba is the first company to bring this 
design to consumer VCRs. When combined 
with Toshiba’s unique six-head design (addi- 
tional ultra-narrow heads for EP recording 
and playback), this flying pre-amp configura- 
tion results in crystal-clear EP recordings that 
are virtually identical to SP recordings, plus 
rock-solid, noise-free special effects in all 
modes. 

So this holiday season, give your family 
the gift that will make coming home for the 
holidays a truly memorable experience 
Toshiba home theater. 
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However, Braithwaite measured con- 
siderable leakage from the front chan- 
nels into the rear channels, as you'd 
expect from Dolby Surround (as 
opposed to the vastly superior Dolby 
Pro-Logic). 

For those who wish to hook up a 
more elaborate component surround 
system, the TV’s speakers can be con- 
nected to a separate decoder and ampli- 
fier. An expanded stereo listening fea- 
ture is also available, and there’s a front 
headphone jack. The manufacturer 
rates the audio amplifier power at 10 
watts per channel. At the highest vol- 
ume setting, the sound distorted con- 
siderably. 

Despite its flaws, the PS27153 is a 
very impressive television set. Given 
the screen size, it’s about as much mon- 
itor/receiver as you could reasonably 
expect, and it has a very pleasing pic- 
ture. The only feature that’s really miss- 
ing is a second tuner—something I can 
readily live without. Because of the 
diagonal slant on our test sample, this 
TV is recommended with one condi- 
tion: Keep a close eye on the quality 
control. 2 
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continued from page 22 


2.0, which offers better frame rates, 
support for drop-frame video and a 
codec (compressor/decompressor) for 
MPEG, which will be useful once 
MPEG video cards start coming out in 
full force. 

The problem with using this solu- 
tion for serious video editing is that 
unless you have upper-strata hardware, 
it takes an awfully long time to “render” 
the results of your work. The software is 
actually drawing your footage frame by 
frame, with all the transitions and 
effects. This process, depending on 
how much footage you're rendering and 
how many effects you’ve applied, can 
take anywhere from a few minutes to a 
few hours. I applied some cool delayed 
negative/positive effects to a few scenes 
I had digitized. The render time for the 
segment, which was only a minute long, 
was 36 minutes on the 840AV. 
Naturally, this kind of work would be 
unthinkably tedious on the smaller rig. 
On the PowerMac, the same effects 
took less than two minutes. Now we’re 
talking. 

Premiere can be a wonderful tool, 
but it needs a lot of heavy metal to 
make it really useful. Until my budget 
moves past version 1.0, it’s back to ana- 
log A/B roll and an outboard effects 
generator. 


—Ron Goldberg 
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To figure out the proper value of the 
capacitor, decide on the -3 dB frequen- 
cy you want, multiply it by the input 
impedance of the amplifier and the out- 
put impedance of the surround proces- 
sor (both should be in the owners’ man- 
uals). Divide the result by 159,000 to 
get the capacitance in microfarads. (To 
convert microfarads to picofarads, 
move the decimal point six places to 
the right.) You can even make the cir- 
cuit adjustable by substituting a 100- 
kilohm potentiometer (variable resis- 
tor) for the switch, virtually duplicating 
the tone control circuit found in most 
electric guitars. All this stuff’s available 
at Radio Shack, and the parts will cost 
less than $5. 

No matter which (if any) solution 
you choose, the only way to judge its 
efficacy is by listening. If the sound is 
too dull, do something to boost the 
highs. If it sounds shrill, do something 
to kill the highs. Chances are you may 
find yourself altering the sound for 
every laserdisc you watch. Now, every 
time I fire up the laserdisc player, I’m 
always ready to make a quick dash to 
the kitchen to get my dishrags! = 
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wash your hands and clean anything 
that might have come into contact with 
the powder. 

e A teeny bit of corrosion on the 
battery terminals of a camcorder bat- 
tery pack is normal, especially if you 
neglect to remove the pack from the 
camcorder for storage. You can remove 
the corrosion by cleaning the electrical 
contacts of the battery and the cam- 
corder with a pencil eraser. Be sure not 
to leave any eraser bits behind. 


THE REST OF THE SYSTEM 

Your camcorder’s other accessories 
also need care. The camcorder itself 
will run better when your tapes, micro- 
phones, lights and the like are in good 
condition. 

e Store videotapes in a cool, dry 
place. Keep them away from dust and 
grime, or else you'll bring the junk 
inside the camcorder whenever you 
insert a dirty tape. 

e If you have an external micro- 
phone, protect the sound element 
against water, dirt and shocks. When 
not in use, store the mic in a case or 
wrap it in a sock. If the mic has its own 
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battery, check it every so often. Remove 
the battery if you won't be using the mic 
for a while. 

e Most video lights use tungsten- 
halogen light bulbs, which are sensitive 
to shocks, especially when they’re 
warm. Keep the lights in a case when 
not in use. If the bulb is exposed within 
the light fixture—if there’s no glass cover 
to protect it-stuff a piece of cloth over 
the bulb. Of course, wait until the bulb 
cools down. Also wipe fingerprints from 
the bulb if you handle it, since oils from 
your skin can reduce bulb life. 

For a more serious look at cleaning, 
and repairing, your camcorder, check 
out ‘Troubleshooting and_ Repairing 
Camcorders by Homer Davidson (TAB/ 
McGraw-Hill). If your camcorder is 
feeling sick, this is the book for techno- 
zealots who know something about 
electronics. 

Proper camcorder care doesn’t take 
long or cost much. But the payback can 
be enormous. Your camcorder won't be 
as prone to breakdowns, which means 
you can avoid the shock of a major 
repair bill. And, your camcorder will 
live longer, which means you can save 
lots of money by not replacing it so 
soon. = 





Gordon McComb’s latest book is WCRs 
and Camcorders for Dummies (IDG). 
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TECHS 


Unstuck 


Videotape labels can be difficult to 
remove, and often come off in pieces. I 
find that by using a bit of WD-40, the 
label comes off much more easily, and 
leaves a residue-free surface ready for a 
new label. Bob Law 

Hamilton, Ontario 


Pause that refreshes 


To get the best-looking pause on your 
VCR, adjust the regular tracking in play 
mode, then go to slow play or search 
and adjust slow tracking for the best 
picture. David Stalte 

Roslyn, Pennsylvania 


Button locator 


If you’ve ever had a problem finding the 
fade, focus or title buttons when shoot- 
ing with your camcorder, try putting a 
piece of self-adhesive Velcro on the 
troublesome buttons. Color code them 
to make them even easier to find. 
Gene Thomson 
Rockvill, Maryland 








Pioneer scan 
In the “Videotest” of the Pioneer CLD- 
$201 combi-player you claimed it can- 
not scan from the remote. It can if the 
screen display doesn’t bother you while 
viewing a disc. Press the display button 
first, then the scan button on the 
remote. I believe this trick works on 
most Pioneer players. 

Robert Burks 
Alexandria, Virginia 
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- Low-voltage solution 


Old tapes can sometimes snap at the 
end of a rewind cycle, and even my $50 
rewinder doesn’t slow down enough to 
prevent this. To solve the problem, I 
bought a cheap A/C light dimmer and 
plugged the rewinder into it. Now I can 
manually slow the rewinder on special 
tapes I don’t want damaged. 

Chris Cuneo 
Palos Verdes, California 


THE VIDEO EDITING & PRODUCTION EXPERTS 


800-323-2325 


10-12 Charles Street, Glen Cove, NY 11542 FAX 516-671-3092 


Now Toll Free 
in Canada 


LCD Camcorder Color Monitor 


Monitor Your Videos in Full Color as You Tape! 

No more squinting into a tiny black and white viewfinder!!The 

NEW Casio 2.2” monitor features full color high quality matrix 

(HQM) technology to produce the most vivid, clearest images 

possible. The only monitor that is truly “all-in-one,” the VM570 

features built-in sunsheild, built-in speaker with adjustable 

volume, built-in battery pack holder, and adjustable brightness 

control. Plus, the built-in monitor stand allows monitor to stand freely! The unique set-in 


housing offers a clearer, brighter picture in all shooting situations-including outdoors! 
Complete with camcorder mounting bracket, earphone jack, audio jack, and 


connection cables. 


*199” 


Color Video Printer print Images Right Off Your TV Screen! 


Now you can print beautiful, clear images from home movies, 
video tapes, TV shows and computer games. You can 





Dual IR control lets you control both the record and playback deck from the SED-IR, 
so previewing scenes and checking your edits is a breeze. Built in audio mixer 
(mic included) lets you add music or narration to create an exciting soundtrack. 


even make stickers, cards and posters of the video 
images! The NEW Casio VG100 Video Printer lets 
you take a photograph of anything on screen, 


easily. Make a photo of a favorite scene from 
your party or wedding, or of your favorite star 


from a TV show or VCR movie. You can even print 
an image of your favorite video game character, a 


recipe from a TV cooking show, or put together an 
album of prints from videos of the kids! The NEW 
VG100 opens up a whole new 

world of creativity for the $599 
entire family. 


Eire) Universal 
:Video Editor 


Edit Your Videos Easily 
& Economically! 


Now you can edit from any two VCRs (or IR 
equipped camcorder) regardless of format or brand! 
Sima’s SED-IR gives you glitch free assemble edits 
plus you can add fades to black between scenes. 
Perform the entire editing sequence automatically 


with the touch of a single button! 
00 
°149 
REG. *179 


Also Available: Sima SFX-L Automatic Control L Editor and Special Effects Generator-Automatically edits 


your home videos with professional color fades and wipes plus audio mixing. 
Features an on-screen Edit Decision List, and can store up to 23 scenes! 


$299 
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Berger Bros. Camera and Video Exchange 
Specializes in both Photographic and Video 
Equipment. We carry the Largest Selection of 
Camcorders and Accessories in stock and at the 
lowest prices. We'll help you make the right 
choice over the phone, that’s why we can offera 


full money back guarantee. We could list all of 
our Equipment in our ads like everyone else...but 
we Call that our 192-page Catalog. 


1-800-262-4160 


We Compete With Any Legitimate Price & We Ship Anywhere 


When Tomorrow Won’t Do. Call Us Today. 


(516)-264-4160 °¢ FAX (516)-264-1007 
209 BROADWAY (ROUTE 110) AMITYVILLE, N.Y. 













rental fees! 


gives you 
your TV. 
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Everquest ¢ Panasonic ¢ Jerrold ¢ Zenith ¢ 


1 800 624-11 
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875 S. 72 Street ¢ Omaha, NE 68114 


Is your Cable Company 
Alienating You? 


Say NO to unearthly 


Owning your cable 
equipment saves you 
the high cost of 
monthly equipment 
rental charges, and 


: ‘ We have the Best in 
CONVERTERS and DESCRAMBLERS! 


Scientific Atlanta ¢ Oak ¢ Eagle ¢ Hamlin ¢ Tocom 
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Be ‘Gp? 
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National Consumer 


HITACHI 
VM-H39A 
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Cable Association 
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] During our wedding reception, one 
of our relatives was using a new 
VHS camcorder to record the event. 
Unfortunately, he wasn’t familiar with 
how they work, so when we walked 
through the door, he turned it on its 
side, like a 35mm camera, figuring that 
he could get a better shot vertically 
than horizontally. You can guess the 
rest. Now when the tape is played, the 
picture on the TV is lying on its side, 
and everyone has to turn their heads 90 
degrees to see it. But it’s a pretty good 
shot and the only one we have of this 
part of our reception. Is there any way 
we can fix this tape so it will match the 
rest of our video footage? 
Sabrina Gray 
San Francisco, California 


‘Ae are three ways you can fix 
the tape. Unfortunately, the best 


solutions are the most expensive. This 
would require taking the tape to a well- 
equipped video post production house 
(many are advertised in the yellow 
pages) and have it run the footage 
through a special effects generator. The 
technician will be able to rotate it 90 
degrees, then re-record the result onto 
a new tape. 

The quality of the final tape will 
depend on what format the tape was 
recorded on. Hi8 or S-VHS will help 
the lab maintain more of the original 
quality when it’s copied, compared to 
VHS or 8mm. Another solution, also 
costly, is to have the skewed footage 
digitized into a computer, then rotated 
and corrected before outputing it again 
to tape. 

The last solution is the least expen- 
sive, and may also be the easiest if the 
footage is relatively short. Simply set up 
another camcorder (again, preferably 
an S-VHS or Hi8 model) on a tripod 
and aim it horizontally, to match the 
direction of the distorted image) at a 
sharp TV screen. 

Instead of relying on the tiny elec- 
tronic viewfinder, plug another monitor 
into the camcorder’s video output so 
that you can adjust focus and framing 
more accurately. Try to arrange the 
room lighting so that there are no 
unwanted reflections from the screen. 
You can now just copy the scene over 
again onto a new tape and insert the 
corrected footage into your finished 
production. 
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Whenever I rent a movie, the 

brand of the tape stock is nowhere 

to be seen. I remember in the early days 

of home video, prerecorded tapes 

almost always came on name-brand 

tapes. But this hardly happens anymore. 

Why don’t movie companies use name- 
brand tape on their new releases? 

J.C. Barron 

Tampa, Florida 


We've been assured by the movie 

studios that, without exception, all 
their major releases are duplicated onto 
name-brand stock. It’s certainly not in 
their interest to use cheap, off-brand 
tape that clogs a customer’s VCR 
heads, or breaks or jams on rewinding. 
The problem is that, for many titles, 
they don’t always have the option of 
using the same brand of tape for all the 
thousands, occasionally millions, of 
copies that they have to make. 

When home video was in its infan- 
cy, most movies were duplicated direct- 
ly onto blanks made for the purpose. 
Today’s duplication techniques vary. If 
stand-alone “slave”. VCRs are being 
used, the empty cassette shells are often 





custom-loaded from large pancakes of 
tape, and given just enough tape to 
match the length of each title. Another 
popular duplication method is to use 
high-speed video printers that can copy 
hundreds of copies of a title, sausage 
style, onto a single big reel of tape. The 
reel is then cut apart and the individual 
copies are loaded into shells. 

When millions of copies of a new 
movie are being duplicated, the studio 
will often need more tape than a single 
company can supply. So the companies 
buy from several sources, hence the 
lack of brand-name identification. Rest 
assured, though, that all the tape meets 
their stringent quality-control demands 
even if the brand doesn’t always appear. 


[I]: one of those crazy Howard 


Stern fans. I tape his show every 
day, and listen to it when I can. But the 
show runs four and sometimes five 
hours each morning, which is longer 
than any cassette deck that I own can 
handle. So I record it on VHS hi-fi, 
which provides good quality, and lets 
me fit up to six hours on a single tape. 
I’ve been feeding the audio from my 





stereo tuner into my VCR and, while I 
date the tapes carefully, sometimes | 
mix them up. Is there any way I can 
stamp the date and time onto the pic- 
ture while the tape is being recorded? I 
know camcorders have this feature. It 
would certainly make it easier to identi- 
fy each program and find segments | 
may want to save. 
Art Simmons 
NewYork, New York 


Ae from industrial VHS decks 
sold for surveillance purposes, I 
know of no model with a date/time 
stamp that can be recorded in the pic- 
ture. But I’m sure you don’t want to buy 
a new VCR just for the Stern show. A 
cheaper solution might be to find a used 
video camera, and aim it at a clock next 
to the VCR, recording the clock’s 
image along with the hi-fi audio. Or use 
an older camcorder that has a date/time 
display? If you have cable, a third 
option would be to record the video of 
a channel that consistently displays the 
date and time. Any of these video 
sources could be combined with your 
audio signal, so that you could use the 
imprinted information. . 



























HOLIDAY SALE 
ORIGINAL PANASONIC 


PB-80/88 12V 2.3 AH $35 
PB-50 12V2AH_ $35 
RAPID CHARGER AC/DC $39 


ew * SONY Powerpac+Ne 
N For NP-500H (lithium lon) 
Longest Run Time Available 

Sensibly Priced 
* Includes Charger 


















PANASONIC PB50 Orig. PAN.......... 

PANASONIC PB80/88 Orig.PAN........39.00 
SONY NP77H 2400 mah........ 
SONY 8mm 1500 mah... 
CANON 8mm 2000 mah..... 
PALMCORDER 2000 mah. 
JVC GR-C9 Type C........ 
SHARP BT 21/22........... 
SHARP BT 70/80 2400 mah... 
RCA/HITACHI 8 mm 2400 mah. 

















5 to 7 hours of recording time. 


Powerpac+ includes: 
=6volt @ 10 amps 

sealed lead acid battery. 
=Heavy duty pouch and belt. 
=A charger for charging at home 
(optional charging cord for car). 
=An adaptor of your choice. 
=12 volt @ 7 amps $95 $85 
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RAPID CHARGERS 


CAMCORDER CHARGER/DISCHARGER 







NEW External Powerpac+ 












6V, 7.2V, 9.6V runs from 

house or auto. 

1 hr. time for Sony, Canon, 

Panasonic, RCA/Hitachi 

& most other brands 

Charges 1 battery $44 
Charges 2 batteries $69 














BATTERY TECH, INC. 


28-25 215TH PLACE, BAYSIDE, N.Y. 11360 = FAX:718-631-5117 


800-442-4275 
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We test 9 leading 
31 & 32-inch TVs 


for best picture, 
features, values. 


SOHO TES O TESTES ESET SEO EEEEE EEE SEESESE 


| BY BRENT BUTTERWORTH 

| ideophiles can be forgiven for 

| feeling like Little Red Riding 

Hood when choosing a direct- 

view TV. For most, a 27-inch 

TV is too small. It doesn’t pro- 

duce a grand cinematic effect 

! unless you sit real close. Yet for 

many homes, a 35-inch set is too big. It 

takes over the room. For many Video 

Magazine readers we talk with, a 31- or 

32-inch set seems just right. It’s big 

enough to deliver a powerful home the- 

ater experience, yet still compact 

enough to fit gracefully into most living 
rooms. 

In fact, big screens are riding a wave 

of popularity. Screen sizes above 27 

inches are by far the fastest growing seg- 

ment of the TV buisness. As a result, 

there’s an amazingly broad range of 31- 

and 32-inch TVs to choose among. 

Even the price range is broad, and runs 

from about $1,000 to $2,500. Some 

models are bare-bones cost-cutters. 

Others are packed with almost every 

feature known. But must one spend 

thousands on one of these sets? Or can 

you blow off the flashy big-buck jobs, 
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LONG WATCH: LES MORSILLO 








settle for a midline model and spend the 
savings on laserdiscs? 

We recently assembled nine leading 
31- and 32-inch sets to see what the 
category offers. At a loss as to whether 
we should stick to either high-end or af- 
fordable models (we get kudos and 
complaints either way), we opted to let 
the manufacturers sort it out. by asking 
each company offering more than one 
31- or 32-inch model to let us examine 
a set of its choosing. 

We ended up with nine contenders. 
The sets displayed a wide range of 
prices, from $1,100 to $2,400, and fea- 
ture packages, that represent a cross- 
section of what’s out there. While the 
performance range they displayed was 
less dramatic, our results, which includ- 
ed one big surprise, showed there are 
good values at both ends of the price 
scale. 

The participants were Hitachi’s 
$1,100 31UX5B, JVC's $1,600 AV- 
31BX5, Magnavox’s $1,100 TP3290B, 
Mitsubishi’s $1,200 CS-31303, Pana- 
sonic’s $2,400 CT-31XF50, Proton’s 
$2,400 VT-339, Samsung’s $1,100 
TXC3135, Sony’s $1,450 KV-32V15 
and Toshiba’s $1,999 CN32D90. One 
noteworthy omission is ProScan. The 
company concentrates on 27- and 35- 
inch TVs, and declined to participate 
with its sole, stripped-down 31-inch 
model. 

We conducted the evaluation by 
lining up all the TVs at a comfortable 
viewing height in a dimly lit room. Each 
was fed with signals from a Pioneer 
CLD-D703 laserdisc player through 
Canare LV-61S RG-59-type video ca- 
bles and Niles Audio video distribution 
amps. We numbered the sets, then cov- 
ered all logos with tape to help keep any 
brand preferences by the evaluators 
from influencing the results. Apparent- 
ly, it worked, as one of our favorite sets 
came from a company not previously 
known for videophile-grade TVs. 

The panelists were editor Stan 
















Menage a TV: 
JVC’s $1,600 AV31BX5 (left), 
Samsung’s $1,100 TCXC3135 
(center) and Sony’s $1,450 
KV-32V15 (right). 


Pinkwas, technical editor Lancelot 
Braithwaite, assistant editor Stewart 
Applegath, contributing editors Timo- 
thy Liebe and Frank Beacham, and Car- 
ol Dickman, a former network TV pro- 
ducer. I set up and administered the 
tests, and changed the laserdiscs—a 
combination of reference discs like A 
Video Standard and Terminator 2, plus 
discs selected by the panelists. I also in- 
terviewed the panel for their opinions 
about the sets. 

We warmed up the sets for several 
hours before beginning. Then we cali- 
brated them using Society of Motion 
Picture and Television Engineers 
(SMPTE) color bars and a blue filter. 
We do this because we consider virtual- 
ly all TVs unwatchable at factory set- 





tings, which are intended for showroom 
flash rather than an accurate picture. 
We fine-tuned the settings further using 





The Long Watch: Panelists (left to right) Butterworth, Applegath and Pinkwas check color bars. 
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Big Leaguers:: 
Toshiba's $1,999 
CN32D90 (left), 
Proton’s $2,400 VT-339 
(below left) and 

Magnavox’s $1,100 
TP3290B (below right). | 






movie laserdiscs. Some sets required 
| considerable deviance from SMPTE 
setup. For example, the Mitsubishi’s 
color looked extremely oversaturated 
after a “by-the-book” setup, and had to 
| be turned down several notches. 
After a few hours spent viewing the 
sets, we realized they’re unlike the 27- 
inch models we tested in last Novem- 
ber’s “27-Inch Super Bowl.” The differ- 
ence is primarily due to tracking. In 
| engineering terms, TVs that maintain a 
| consistent balance of red, green and 
blue at every signal level are said to 
| have good tracking. Although the color 
| balance of many of the 27-inch sets was 
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off, most displayed consistent tracking. 

But few of the 31- and 32-inch sets | 

tracked well. Most changed their color 

| balance from scene to scene, making it 

| difficult to achieve consistently satisfac- 
tory calibration. 

To compensate for this, and for the 
possibility that we might not be watch- 
ing each TV at its optimum settings, we 

| calibrated the sets from scratch three 
| times, and experimented with different 
settings during the the tests. This way, 
we experienced each monitor under | 
several slightly different calibrations, | 
and with a variety of programs. The 

goal was to get each screen to display 





the best picture that it could. 

Some of the sets featured an ad- 
justable color temperature. Normally, 
we select the lowest color temperature, 
which is closest to the 6,500-Kelvin 
NTSC standard. But the Mitsubishi, 
the Toshiba and the Hitachi tracked 
much better at higher color tempera- 
tures, an advantage the panelists felt 
outweighed the bluish color balance the 
settings produced. 

We use composite video cables for 
comparison tests because they require 
TVs to separate the luminance (bright- 
ness, or Y) and chrominance (color, or 
C) signals. Sets with great Y/C separa- 
tors produce virtually no dot crawl 
(crawling, unstable edges on colored 
objects) when displaying a composite 
signal or broadcast. Only one set, the 
Panasonic, had an exceptional Y/C sep- 
arator (also called a comb filter). Most 
people feed their sets composite signals 
from broadcasts, cable TV, VHS or in- 
expensive laserdisc players. Thus, our 
methods replicate the conditions most 
viewers experience. But if you use S- 
video cables with an S-VHS or Hi8 
VCR, or a top-notch laserdisc player, 
you should virtually eliminate dot 
crawl. 

We evaluated the sound of the sets 
individually by hooking up surround 
speakers if terminals for them were pro- 


MAGNAVOK 























Movie Machines: 
Panasonic's $2,400 
CT-31FX50 (right), 
Mitsubishi's $1,200 

CS-31303 (below left) 
and Hitachi’s $1,100 


31UX5B (below right). 


vided. However, audio quality is not a 
make-or-break feature for these TVs. If 
you want home theater sound, invest- 
ing in even the least expensive Dolby 
Pro-Logic-based surround-sound sys- 
tem (a receiver and five speakers) is 
mandatory. 

Unless indicated, all the sets we 
looked at come with a single RF (anten- 
na/cable) input, two video/stereo ane 
inputs (one with S-video), a vid- 
eo/fixed-level stereo audio output that 
carries whatever signal’s onscreen, a 
variable-level audio output for con- 
necting to a stereo system, picture-in- 
picture, an on/off timer, a sleep timer, 
channel lock-out and a universal re- 
mote that controls a VCR and a cable 
box (and sometimes other compo- 
nents). 


THE RESULTS 

Overall, we found the nine sets we 
assembled better on average than the 
sets in last year’s “27-inch Super Bowl,” 
despite their tracking inconsistencies. 
Most panelists said ‘they’ d be happy 
with all but one of the sets. The panel 
felt many of the TVs were very capable, 
although none rated outstanding. In 
contrast, most panelists in our “27-inch 
Super Bowl” loved the Panasonic and 
ProScan 27-inch sets. For truly pristine 
picture quality, the best 27-inch sets 


', 
omer oiensiy 


| 


still set the benchmark for perfor- 
mance—but then a 27-incher just isn’t 
big enough for many rooms. 

Below are mini-reviews, organized 
alphabetically, of each of the 31- and 
32-inch sets we evaluated. While each 
panelist had his or her favorites, and 
while their comments about the sets 
were surprisingly consistent, the rank- 
ings varied. Ultimately, judging TVs is a 
subjective process, so you should use 
these tests only as a starting point in 
your own shopping. In the end, you al- 
ways have to trust your own judgment. 
But never try to judge a TV solely at its 
factory settings. Always tweak it in the 


showroom, where color, contrast (pic- 
ture) and brightness are frequently set 
too high. 


HITACHI 31UX5B 

The 31UX5B ran in the middle of 
the pack, with a competent, somewhat 
soft picture. Color rendition was good 
as long as the white control feature was 
turned off, and its tracking was among 
the best. But with white control on, the 
set dropped to extremely low color tem- 
peratures, even at a moderate signal 
level of 50 IRE (50 percent). The pan- 
elists faulted the 31UX5B only for a 


continued on page 80 
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Natural Born Presents 


BY JONATHAN TAKIFF 

Tired of getting ugly ties as holiday pre- 
sents? Or leather bound day-planners 
you stop using January 5? Or gift certifi- 
cates to the gym you never have time 
for? This year, make things easy on your 
loved ones and yourself by leaving 
Santa, or his good buddy, Hannukah 
Harry, a checklist of the latest video 
goodies that would make your holiday 
brighter. 

You can base it on the suggestions 
we've prepared in the following pages. 
They cover the waterfront, from cam- 
corders to computers, from home the- 








Top choices for 
choosey videophiles, 
from teleports to 
TVs, & then some. 


mission. Contact: Sharp Electronics, 
800-BE-SHARP 
° 

Here’s one surround system that won't 
bother the neighbors, because its built 
into headphones the likes of which 
you’ve never before 
heard. The drivers 
that are in Sony’s 
VIP-1000 head- 
phones float inches 
away from the ears 
and interact with 
digial signal process- 
ing chips to create a 
360-degree binaural 
soundfield. The audio 
magic is enhanced by 
a gyroscopic position- 
ing system that shifts 
your listening per- 
spective as you turn 
your head, and by a 
processing box that 
adjusts the soundfield 

















Desk Set: Sharp’s Viewcamteleport transmits still video images. 


and reverberation to 





ater components to tapes, laserdiscs 
and videogames. They range in price 
from $8.99 to more than you think 
you'll want to spend. And if the big guy 
with the reindeer can’t summon up the 
merchandise, treat yourself. As a Video 
Magazine reader, you deserve the best. 
° 
Color still video images can now be eas- 
ily transmitted over ordinary phone 
lines with the Sharp Viewcamteleport. 
Designed to dock with Sharp’s new 
high-end VL-H410U Viewcam 
($2,500), the teleport also works with 
other LCD-screen camcorders, zapping 
live or recorded images down the line to 
another teleport in 8 to 20 seconds, 
depending on resolution. The unit 
stores up to 10 stills for delayed trans- 





taste. Price: $699. 
Contact: Sony, 201-930-1000. 
e 


Looking for a camcorder with a color 
viewfinder that doesn’t give a screen- 
door view of the world? Your search 
can end with Panasonic’s VHS PV- 
54 ($1,500) and its cousin, the S- 
VHS PV-S64 ($1,700). Both boast a 
crisp, coherent color LCD 
with 180,000 dense- 
ly packed picture 
elements for a 50 
to 80 percent leap 
in clarity over 
competitive mod- 
els. These top-of- 
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the line hi-fi stereo models also feature 
digital image stabilization, 12x zoom 
(20x digitally) and DynAmorphous 
video heads that boost signal-to-noise 
ratios by about 12 percent. Contact: 
Panasonic, 201-348-7000. 
e 

Extend the recording capacity of a VHS- 
C camcorder 25 percent for just $12 to 
$15. Actually, the trick’s done by JVC’s 
TC-40EHG, ST-C40XZ and TC- 


40EHG videocassettes, the world’s first | 
two-hour (EP mode) VHS-C and S- | 
VHS-C cassettes. The job demands a | 


strengthened magnetic layer, stretch- 
resistent ceramic filter backcoating, and 
a durable new super polystone base film 
that JVC says boasts “superb transport 
characteristics.” The tapes are suitable 
for all C-type camcorders, not just the 





newer models with a T-40 tension | 


switch. Contact: JVC, 201-794-3900. 
e 
At $600, Sansui’s VideoSnap is the first 


economical video still printer using easi- 
ly available print film—Polaroid Spectra 
high-definition print packs ($10.98 for 
10 exposures.) The Snap delivers images 
from camcorders, VCRs or any other 

Gift Guide continues on next page 

Natural Born continues on page 86 





















Gyrophones: 
Surround sound 
headphones 
from Sony. 











Lonestar’s 
multimedia 
Key 


Naki’s SNES 


Gamesaver Panasonic’s 


VHS-C 
Palmcorder 
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Niles’ A/V 
Patching 


RCA’s Remote 
System 


Control Signal 
Sender 





Universal’s 
Sports Clicker 
remotes 





Ecnologic’s 
Telemate 
TV audio 
transmitter 


RAINY, 
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Sansui’s VideoSnap 
Polaroid still printer 
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BY BRENT BUTTERWORTH 
Home theater’s a special case. Getting a 
present for a room can require more 
thought than usual. Here are sugges- 
tions for home theater gifts you'll find 
flexible and irresistable. 

° 
For those not hip to surround, or for 
anyone who wants a good, inexpensive 
system, RA Labs’ Mini-Reference 
Black Gold speakers are the best gift 
you could give. At $179, they’re the 
least-expensive good speakers we’ve 
heard. They hold their own against 
speakers costing three times as much, 
and frequently beat the pack. The tre- 
ble is a little recessed, but the mids are 
smooth and the bass is solid. Combined 
with the company’s center speaker, it’s a 
home theater speaker system almost 
anyone could afford, and love. Contact: 
RA Labs, 800-227-0390. 
° 

If your videophile loved one lacks 
laserdisc, remedy that with Pioneer’s 
CLD-S201 combi player. It’s a basic 
$535 player with a real good picture, a 
shuttle dial and nice programming fea- 
tures. A dedicated drawer slides out for 


CDs, and the CD direct mode shuts off 


Theater In The 





No-nonsense home 
theater gear for 
rooms with a view. 


Pee ereeesoeceesoeseosooeseseseseeeeeeeee 


inch sub, but has a more powerful amp 
than most, and considerably deeper 
bass. Contact: Definitive Technology, 
410-363-7148. 


Acurus’ 200X3 three-channel amp 
has won the hearts of picky home the- 
ater nuts. Now there’s a processor to go 
with it. At $900, the ACT I processor 
shares the no-nonsense quality and af- 
fordability common to Acurus gear. It 












Round 

















offers three A/V inputs (one with S- 
video), which we admit isn’t much. But 
performance-oriented goodies are in- 
side, including separate glass epoxy cir- 
cuit boards for video, audio and the 
power supply to reduce interference. 
Two front controls run most of the im- 
portant functions, but a full-function 
remote control and onscreen menus are 
also included. Contact: Acurus, 914- 
693-8008. 
e 

At $2,000, Sharp’s XV-P10U LCD 
projector is the least-costly way to get 
a watchable big-screen picture, and it’s 
portable. A nine-pound chassis makes 
it possible to haul it along to vacation 
homes, hotel rooms, even campsites 
(provided you have a 120-volt AC 
generator to power it). Just hook 
up a video source, like an 8mm 


from a laserdisc, point it at a white 





Acurus’ 
200X3 amp 







Pioneer’s CLD-S201 combi player 


() PIONEER 














the video circuitry for clear, 
pleasing sound from CDs. The 
sound is sure to please budget- 
minded enthusiasts. Contact: 


Pioneer, 800-PIONEER. 


r 
Definitive Technology’s Power- 
Field 15 subwoofer is the least 
expensive 15-inch subwoofer 
we've seen. It has a 185-watt 
amp and a 24-decibel per oc- 
tave low-pass filter. At only 
$699, it’s priced like a 10- or 12- 
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RA Labs’ 
Mini Reference 
speaker 





Sharp’s 
XV-P10U LCD 
projector 





camcorder with a tape dubbed | 








wall, and you'll have home theater | 
wherever you go. Contact: Sharp | 


| sours sheen cal 





Definitive’s 


PowerField 15 & 
subwoofer 














High Performance Video Cards/Windows Accelerators 


ATI - Graphics Ultra Pro 2MB ISA/VLB/PCL...........CALi/279.99/269.99 
: ATI - Graphics Xpression 2MB ISA, VLB OF PCl........sseccsssseses0000229,99 
ATI - WINTURBO 2MB ISA/VLB/PCL........ccssscceoes CALL 
Diamond - Stealth 32 2MB - VLB/PCl......... +6299,99/259.99 
Diamond - Viper 2MB - VLB/PCI .319,99/339.99 


Diamond - Viper Pro Video PS tee 
Matrox - MGA Ultima 2 w/2MB VLBIPCI 

Matrox - MGA Ultima 2+ w/2MB VLB/PCI 

Number Nine - #9GXE64 - w/1MB VLB/PCI.., 
Number Nine - #9GXE64 - w/2MB VLB/PCI 
Number Nine - FlashPoint 32 or 64... 


MultiMedia 16bit Sound Cards 
Creative Labs - Sound Blaster 16 Value Edition 


Creative Labs - Sound Blaster 16 MultiCD/+ASP........... 


The Digital CineWorks 





Video Studio 


CineWorks is the exciting new software 
package that lets you produce 
videotapes and “Video For Windows" 
movies right on your desktop, This 
powerful, yet easy-to-use, tool gives you 
instant “non-linear” editing and full- 
motion video, CineWorks turns your PC 
into a complete video production studio! 













ActionMedia2 Capture Option 
CineWorks by TouchVision Systems......... 





SYNDESIS 






Creative Labs - Sound Blaster 16 SCSI-2/+ASP........... 
Creative Labs - AWE 32 Sound Blaster System 
Ensonig - Soundscape 16bit 32 Voice w/CD 
Turtle Beach - MultiSound 16 Monterey 

Turtle Beach - MultiSound Tahiti 


Video Editing and Music/MIDI 
Adobe - Premiere v1.1 for Windows........... 3 
Adobe - Premiere v4.0 for Windows 


Blue Ribbon Soundworks - SuperJAM! for WindowS.............+ 


Gold Disk - Video Director for Windows... 
Computer Video Peripherals 
ATI - Video-It! askin cused toi 


Cardinal - Snap Plus.. iene a. 
Creative Labs - Video Blaster RT300 





POLICIES 

VISA, MasterCard and Discover accepted, No 
surcharge on credit card orders, Credit card is not 
charged until order ships. $5.00 COD fee, cash 
only. Prices are subject to change without notice. 
Cail for current pricing. We are not responsible for 
typographical errors, 15% restocking fee for items. 
returned and not exchanged for same. Customer 
is responsible for return shipping. Returns 
accepted for 10 days after invoice date, 





ActionMedia2 (AM2) Video/Audio Accelerator Board 


More than 500 freely distributable 3D Models in 3D 
AutoCAD, Wavefront, Lightwave and Imagine formats. 





CALL 


“on 34,99/379 99 
«479.99/419.99 


189.99/189.99 
264.99/259.99 
we CALL 


99.99 
139.99/179.99 






..159/199.99 
perZA:B):) 
sours F890) 
1339.99 
269.99 





«189.99 

CALL 
74.99 
129,99 


+0400884,99 
706.99 
CALL 





© 
ce \V\D E 
\ol! 
DPS - Personal TBC IV VT-2600...... 799.99 
DPS - Personal V-Scope VM-2000........ 699.99 
FAST - Movie Machine Pro 524.00 








FAST - M-JPEG Option for Movie Machine Pro 
FAST - M-JPEG Option w/ Adobe Premiere..... 
FAST - Video Machine lite . : i 
FAST - Video Machine lite with Multi 0 Profe: fessional 





2,895.00 
GVP - G-Lock CG Suite Pro (w/Prime Time) 399.99 
GVP - G-Lock Personal Suite Plus (w/Video Director!) ..............419.99 
GVP - G-Lock VGA+ Genlock Card - ISA, Composite, YIC.........319.99 


CD-ROM Drives 
Chinon - CDS-535 SCSI Internal Bare 


Chinon - CDX-535 SCSI External Bare.......... ve 
Mitsumi - 2X CD-ROM Drive FX001D Int Bare/Kit....... 





134.99/144 99 













“WYSIWYG 
* Compositing 

















Workstation class special effects for the desktop! Used * Animation 

in The Shadow, Wolf, Babylon 5, Home Improvement, * Warping 
Northern Exposure, DS9, Time Trax and more! * Morphing 

Elastic Reality for Windows............:ccece $359.99 










Create, Enhance, Capture, Convert and Trace Graphics 
Features Raster to Vector Conversion! 














IMAGINE 3.0 














Imagine 3.0... $349.99 


NEC - MultiSpin SCS! CD-ROM 8Xi Int/3Xe Ext.............459,99/499.99 
NEC - CD-AT160 SCSI 16bit Interface for 3Xi, 3Xe & 3Xp.........110.00 
Sony - 2X CD-ROM CDU-33A Internal Bare/Kit..............189,99/149.99 


Micropolis 3.5 Hard Drives 
1.05Gb 4110A Taurus IDE 8.5MS........c....e 
1.05Gb 4110 Taurus SCSI-2 8.5MS.......secs0 


3099.99 
599.99 








NEW 1.05Gb 4110AV Taurus SCSI-2 8.5ms. eCALL 
1.05Gb 2210A IDE 10ms 512k Cache............. +--669,99 
1,05Gb 2210 SCSI-2 10ms 256k Cache 669.99 





1,05Gb 2210AV SCSI-2 10ms 512k Cache 
1.77Gb 2217A IDE 10ms 512k Cache............ 
1.77Gb 2217 SCSI-2 10ms 256k Cache mated 
1.77Gb 2217AV SCSI-2 10ms 512k Cache.........000... 


29,99 
979.99 
979.99 
heooende 











IOMEGA Bernoulli Removeable Media HDs 
150MB SCSI (Ext) Transportable with Disk..... 
150MB SCSI (Int) Insider with Disk......... 
150MB IDE (Int) Insider with Disk........... 
Bernoulli Disk/Cartridge 150M Single.. 
5-Pack Bernoulli Disk/Cartridge 150M... 

230MB SCSI (Ext) Transportable with Disk. 













230MB SCSI (Int) Insider with Disk....... 469.99 

Bernoulli Disk/Cartridge 230M Single 109.99 

5-Pack Bernoulli Disk/Cartridge 230M 469.99 
Graphics Software 

Andover - PhotoMorph 2. iapaienis SOOO, 


Binar Graphics - AnyView Professional... ‘ Pern pate terete]; 8k 





Elastic Reality - Elastic Reality for Windows 359.99 
Electronic Arts - DeluxePaint || Enhanced v2.4..... 79.99 
Electronic Arts - DeluxePaint Animation WorkShop ..........:.::s.1:0.-.84.99 
Fauve Software - Matisse for Windows. sfetaoneeasedins a ONO 
Fractal Design - Painter 2.0 for Windows...... Hehehe ee) 
Fractal Design - Painter X2 1.0 Extensions seniamans SOGe 
Fractal Design - Dabbler 1.0 for Windows ............00e0 64.99 
Fractal Design - Sketcher 1.0 for Windows........... 54.99 





MOVIE 
MACHINE 


The Art of Digital Video! Record video for Windows as easy 

as using a VCR. Watch TV and teletext right on your PC. 
Use live overlay and framegrabbing. Features editing, 
video out, digital FX, titling, graphics, sound and more, 
Add the M-JPEG option for hard drive non-linear editing! 


Movie Machine Pro for Windows.........$524.00 
M-JPEG Option w/ Adobe Premiere ...$474.00 














HSC - Kai's Power Tools 2.0.......... esdareestsiedboadirseis peed Tae 
HSC - Digital Morph 2.0 for Windows... j f 219 99.99 
Inset - Hijaak Pro 2.0 for WINdOWS ......cssssccssssecsseecsssseessseeeessee 999 
Pixar - Typestry 1.1 for Windows (Incredible!) . Recah ateh 1169.99 
Tri-Digital - DigiClips - Royalty Free Images, Music & Anims 11100129,99 
Ulead Systems - Media Studio 1.0 for WindOWS..........ssssssee+0 139.99 
Ulead Systems - ImagePals 2.0 for Windows..... 1125.00 
LEADVIEW 3.0 for WindOWS ..........sssssessessssnseseeseeee we CALL 





3D Design and CAD 
Byte by Byte - Envisage 3D 2.0........c:.eee aitcavntesetis CALL 
Caligari - ttueSpace - Superior 3D Interface... seussreenee 499,99 
Crestline - Humanoid - 3D Objects for 3D Studio 0 or maine 149,99 
Crystal Graphics - Crystal Flying Fonts 2.0... 1149.99 
Crystal Graphics - Crystal 3D Designer 2.1 ..............006 379.99 
Crystal Graphics - Crystal Topas 5.0..... 749,99 













Macromedia - MacroModel .........sssessssees vere CALL 
Strata - Stratavision PC 6.5. wee CALL 
Strata - StudioPro PC... CALL 
Syndesis - InterChange we CALL 





Presentation Software 
Ask Me - SST- Super Show & Tell for WindOWS ............s+sssseeee CALL 








Gold Disk - Astound (Intro Price!)... 119.99 
Macromedia - Action! 3.0.. eh wen CALL 
Macromedia - Director 4.0 for Win tro Price) . + 825.00 
Motion Works - MediaShop 1.0. Re CALL 


*Same Day Shipping applies to in-stock items only for orders placed Monday thru Friday before 6:00 pm CST 


MAKE THE BEST CALL! 


mas 1 800.322-1261 


Business Hours 


24-Hour Order,Fax; 1,217.356°4312 


P.O. Box 6512 * Champaign, IL,* 61826-6512 


Customer Seryice 
M-F .8am-7pm-CST 1 217 355-2785 


Sat’ 9am-3pth CST M-F 9am-6pm CST 


Circle 27 on Reader Service,Card. 





Ee UPS 


Ups) 


SHIPPING* 


0-5 Ibs... 

GROUND | 6-20 Ibs 

Over 20 Ibs...add S0c/b ‘over 20 Ibs 
Monitors... $15.00. 
Computers (518,00 


UPS Air and Federal Express shipping also 
available ~ Call for ourlow rates! 
"Rates apply to orders shipped in the continental U.S. only 
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Format Fever 


BY CHRISTOPHER CORNELL 
The holiday gift-buying season seems to 
start earlier each year. (This year I think 
it began around Memorial Day.) So it’s 
safe to assume you’ve done your shop- 
ping, wrapped the presents and can kick 
back with a nice cup of eggnog. But for 
those who foolishly thought to wait un- 
til after Thanksgiving (what were you 
thinking?), I have one word: software. 

Software is good. Software likes us. 
And buying a videotape, a laserdisc, a 
game or interactive disc as a gift 
achieves the most important goal of a 
holiday present. It creates the illusion 
that you thought long and hard about 
buying just the right gift, when in reali- 
ty the process took about five minutes. 


Snow White, 
Disney's magic 
apple, finally 
on tape. 





eggnog, you may want a look at what’s 
available. Here’s a format by format 
guide to the best entertainment around. 





VHS 


Every October, Disney drops its an- 
nual cash cow into the selling season. 
This year, with Euro-Disney sucking up 
the Lion King profits, Disney’s releasing 
the Hope Diamond of its crowned jew- 
els, Snow White & The Seven Dwarfs 
($26.99). It stunned audiences, which 
were convinced nobody would sit 
through a feature-length cartoon, when 
it premiered and it’s still a crackling 





Cynical? Sure! But before you pass the 





Stocking stuffers 
on tape, laserdisc 
& interactive CDs. 


good yarn, although revisionists may se- 
cretly wish to hear Snow tell the 
dwarves to clean up their own stupid 
house. 

You can hear the thumping steps of 
this season’s other VHS blockbuster a 
mile away. Jurassic Park (MCA/ Univer- 
sal, $24.99) also thundered into video 
stores in October, and while | still say 
anybody who lets a kid under eight see 
it ought to be exiled, for anyone older, 
it’s a chance to find out what the heck 
Jeff Goldblum 
was saying dur- 
ing the movie. 

One of the 
season’s most 
welcome ar- 
rivals is the 
classic White 
Christmas Col- 
lectors’ Edition 
(Paramount, 
$59.95), since 
this great Irving 
Berlin musical 
is one of my all- 
time favorites 
and is not, re- 
peat not, a re- 
make of Holi- 
day Inn. The 
new edition, celebrating the movie’s 
40th anniversary, features a remastered 
letterboxed print, behind-the-scenes 
photos, a copy of Rosemary Clooney’s 
personal script (swoon!) and more. The 
memorable Breakfast at Tiffany’s has al- 
so been packaged in a collector’s edi- 
tion (Paramount, $59.95) that includes 
a copy of Audrey Hepburn’s script, be- 
hind-the-scenes photos, a CD of the 
wonderful Henry Mancini music and 
lots of other good stuff. 

If you are buying for a horror buff, 
check out the Universal Studios’ Mon- 
sters Collector’s Set (MCA/Universal, 
$44.98). It includes 1932’s Frankenstein, 





1931’s Dracula and 1941’s The Wolf 
Man. For any fans of Mystery Science 
Theater 3000 lurking on your gift list, 
the same company has some goofier 
collections, including The Creature Col- 
lectors’ Set featuring three Creature 
from the Black Lagoon movies, and 
The Mummy Collector’s Set 
(MCA/Universal, $44.98 each), which 
bears a trio of mummy movies. 

Ready for an antidote? Check out 
the Rogers & Hammerstein Golden 
Anniversary Collection, a re-release of 
six classic musicals, including South Pa- 
cific, State Fair, Oklahoma, The King and 
I, Carousel ($19.98 each) and The 
Sound of Music ($24.98). Each comes 
with an audiotape of the soundtrack. 

TV junkies will get a giggle out of 
some fresh releases of holiday episodes 
from vintage TV shows, including two 
volumes (each with two episodes) of 
Bewtiched Christmas, Married with Chil- 
dren: It’s a Bundyful Life, A Double Holi- 
day Dose of Hazel and Burns & Allen 
Christmas (Columbia Tristar, $14.95 
each). 


LASERDISC 


Jurassic Park is also out on laserdisc 
($44.98), which is naturally the best 
way to see such a spectacle. But the fol- 
lowing laser items also caught my eye. 
Start with Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind—Special Edition (Columbia Tris- 
tar, $39.95), a new digitally transferred 
widescreen version of the expanded 
edition in Panavision’s 2.35:1 aspect ra- 
tio. Then consider Meet Me in St. Louis 
50th Anniversary Edition (MGM/UA, 
$99.98), a digitally remastered version 
of the Judy Garland classic that in- 
cludes an extensive making-of docu- 
mentary. 

Still not satisfied? Examine Bye Bye 
Birdie (Columbia TriStar, $34.95). I was 
delighted to hear the studio was releas- 
ing a new widescreen version of the de- 
lightful teen musical, and if you have 
ever tried to watch it on a regular TV, 
you know why. The filmmakers realy 
used the edges of the screen and the 
movie’s virtually impossible to watch in 

continued on page 94 
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Frankenstein, 
the original 
back on VHS 


Holiday Inn, 


a new anniver 


sary edition 


Myst, a smash 
on CD-ROM 


Meet Me in St, 
Louis, with 
Judy Garland 


on laserdisc fo 


# 


Patriot Games, 
playable on 
CD-i 


Close Encounters, 
this season 

a special-edition 
laserdisc 
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VIDEO 


red Look: Kurt Rubin, co-inventor of the multilayer CD, examines 5 discs 
with the potential to hold 30 movies. 


DECEMBER 1994 


BY TOM HEALD 








Six movies on one 
CD? IBM's quest for 
a multilayered disc. 


n the never-ending quest to pack 
ever more data into ever smaller 
spaces, IBM scientists have come up 
with a technique for stuffing 12 hours of | 
movies onto a video CD that’s compa- 
rable with today’s CDs. Unlike magnet- 
ic disks that seem to double their capac- 
ity every year or two, CDs have 
remained stagnant for the past 12. Now 
IBM has demonstrated how to increase 
the capacity of optical disks 10 times 
over by writing data at different levels. | 
The implications for home enter- | 

| 





tainment are enormous. It’s not stretch- 
ing things too far to imagine companies 
issuing single disks that would contain 
all the Godfather movies, or the whole 
Star Wars trilogy, or an audio verison of 
Wagner’s entire Ring Cycle, or...but 
we're getting ahead of ourselves. The 
technology still needs to emerge from 
the lab, a process that could take sever- 
al years, and also cope with competing 
efforts to develop discs with double or 
quadruple today’s video capacities. 
Then the movie studios and video dis- 
tributors will still have to decide how to 
market so info-intensive a medium. 

IBM’s approach is unique. It creates 
more room for video information by 
giving disks more surfaces on which 
information can reside. “By using multi- 
level disks, we are extending optical 
data recording into the third dimen- 
sion,” declared Hal Rosen, manager of 
Novel Recording Studies at IBM’s 
Almaden Research Center in 
California. The experimental disks are 
made by stacking several recording sur- 
faces on top of one another. IBM came 
up with sandwiching the layers togeth- 
er by gluing spacers to the edge of each 
disk, producing a tiny gap above the 
recording surface of each layer. Only 
the inside disk surfaces contain data, so | 
a stack of six layers would yield 10 
recording surfaces. Data is read by mov- 
ing a lens up and down to focus a laser 
beam onto one of the 10 layers. 

“A critical element” said Rosen, “is a 
highly focused lens.” It will have to 
focus the laser light from 10,000 to 
100,000 times more intently on the tar- 
get layer than the light hitting adjacent 
layers. The intervening data layers 
reflect so little light compared to the 
layer being read that the light just 
becomes part of the background noise. 





PHOTOS, ILLUSTRATION: IBM/RESEARCH DIV., ALMADEN RESEARCH CENTER 
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The effect is like 
looking through a 
window screen at 
someone outdoors. 
You don’t even 
notice the screen. 

“Initially, we 
realized that if one 
removed the alu- 
minum coating 
from a CD,” said 
Rosen, “the disc 
would look like a 
plate glass win- 
dow-95 percent 
transmissive, with 
only the reflectivi- 
ty of the plastic as 
a limiting factor. 
But would it work? 
We put an uncoat- 
ed CD on the test 
stand and with 
appropriate ampli- 
fication we got a 
fantastic signal-to- 
noise ratio. When 
we did that experi- 
ment, we knew we 
were in business.” 

Next, the sci- 
entists had to 
develop a_ highly 
transmissive data 
layer. But it still 
had to have 
enough reflectivity 
so the lens could 
focus on it on 
while maintaining 
the high signal-to-noise ratio. Their ini- 
tial tests were encouraging. Within 
three months, they were able to read 
data from a six-layer disk with very lit- 
tle crosstalk and an excellent signal-to- 
nose ratio. Writing was more difficult. It 
took a concentrated effort to produce 
coatings with the proper balance of 
transparency and reflectivity for writing 
information. By controlling the power 
of the laser to compensate for losses in 
intervening layers, IBM researchers 
were finally able to write to a six-layer 
disk with a signal-to-noise ratio compa- 
rable to today’s products. 

“This technology also has the 
attribute of being fully backwards com- 
patible,” said Rosen. The new CD play- 











er you will need to read multilayer discs 
should also be able to read today’s CDs 
just fine. It would not even necessitate 
a big change. Many current CD-ROM 
players have adaptive lens systems to 
adjust to variations in a CD’s surface. 
By adding an amplification stage, the 
IBM scientists were able to modify an 
off-the-shelf CD player to read a two- 
layer disk 


IBM expects multilayer disks to 
have a huge impact on the market- 
place, and chief reason is their capacity. 
A 10-layer CD is expected to be less 
than twice as thick as today’s CD but, 
even at current densities, it could hold 





6.5 gigabytes of 
information. That’s 
enough room to 
store six feature 
films, or the text of 
more than 10,000 
novels, or one two- 
hour movie in 
high-definition 
video. However, bit 
densities are not 
standing still. The 
blue laser, an ex- 
perimental variety 
notable for a short- 
er wavelength and 
a smaller dot size, 
brings the promise 
of a four-fold jump 
in density, while 
high numerical- 
aperture lenses will 
focus the laser 
beam into an even 
smaller dot. Com- 
bined, these two 
other new tech- 
nologies could ex- 
tend CD capacity 
an additional five 
times (see “Break- 
ing the Density 
Barrier”). 

“I can imagine 
that future multi- 
level disks that 
include these other 
increases could 
store 30 gigabytes 
or more,” said Ed- 
ward Engler, program director of IBM’s 
Optical Storage Laboratory. That’s 
enough room for an entire building full 
of books or around 10 hours of HDTV 
using MPEG-2 compression. If you 
were to fill one of these mega-CDs with 
movies using today’s Video CD format, 
you'd have instant access to two-and-a 
half days of viewing. (Talk about lost 
weekends!) 

When are we likely to see multilay- 
er disks in our homes? “For the two- 
layer case, the issues are not so much 
technology as industry acceptance and 
standards,” said Rosen. “If it were only 
technical issues you could see two-layer 
disks in one or two years with addition- 
al layers taking a bit longer. The largest 


Substrate 


Multilayer 
Disk 
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technical issue is the development 
of an inexpensive disk manufac- 
turing technology for multilevel 
disks.” As to who, where and 
when, all Rosen would say was, 
“We are discussing it with impor- 
tant players in the industry.” 


I asked Jim Bonan, vice presi- 
dent of Sony’s Home Video 
Division, what he thought about 
IBM’s multilayer technology. “My 
understanding,” he said, “is that it 
is a very preliminary technology 
announcement.” He added that 
he wasn’t aware of any product 
plans by IBM or anyone else at 
this stage, and that the problem of 
putting two hours of video on a 
single-sided five-inch disk is solv- 
able with current technology. 
“The current Video CD, given it’s 
picture quality and time limita- 
tions, does not seem an appropri- 
ate format for movies and such,” 
said Bonan. However, Sony is 
working on a product it hopes will 
solve these limitations. The goal 
of this yet to be announced format is to 
have “somewhat in excess of two hours 
of MPEG -2 video on one side of a five- 
inch disk.” 

Whatever the next big video format 
is, it will need to be superior in both 
price and performance to attract cus- 
tomers. VHS is well-entrenched, with 
more than 80 million VCRs out there in 
about 80 percent of TV households. 
With nearly 40,000 video titles avail- 





Tang test a multilayer CD. 


able, Americans spend about $10 bil- 
lion dollars renting them each year and 
another $5 billion to buy them. “The 
bulk of Hollywood’s picture revenues 
now come from home video,” Bonan 
said, “not box office, not pay-per-view, 
not pay television.” 

Laserdisc, the second most success- 
ful video format, has nearly 8,000 titles 
that generate about $400 million annu- 
ally. Most laserdisc revenues are from 


Breaking the Density Barrier 



























Test Pilots: IBM researchers Wayne Imaino (right) and Wade 
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sales not rentals and the format is 
not seen as a serious competitor to 
VHS tapes. Nevertheless, laser- 
disc has become the benchmark 
by which future video products 
will be judged. 

“As a company, we think it’s 
critical to continue to improve the 
quality of video, or at least make it 
consistent with what the laserdisc 
platform offers,” said Mike Fidler, 
Pioneer Electronics’ senior vice 
president of new technologies and 
strategic planning. It will take 
about a four-fold increase in den- 
sity to deliver 12-inch laserdisc 
quality on a 12-centimeter CD. 
Two hours of HDTV, on the other 
hand, will require about 10 times 
more density. 

“The major drive,” said Fidler, 
“is to increase the density on a 
single-sided disk, which keeps the 
cost down.” To a large extent it’s 
an economic issue. The manufac- 
turing cost of a CD is lower than 
either a VHS tape or a laserdisc, 
and no new product can hope to 
dominate the home video market 
without a cost advantage. “In the long 
run,” said Fidler, “we think there’s 
going to be a bigger demand placed on 
new media to make them successful. It’s 
Pioneer’s position that it must be more 
than just laserdisc quality and two 
hours-plus of playback. It also needs to 
be a recordable medium that is highly 
interactive.” 

All the major players are working 
continued on page 67 








The density of the information pattern on a CD is deter- 
mined by the size of the dot a laser creates on the disc’s sur- 
face to record data. The denser the pattern, the more infor- 
mation, and video, a CD can hold. Two factors determine 
dot size—the wavelength of the laser, and the focusing 
lens. If the wavelength is cut in half, dot size can also be 
halved. This allows twice as many dots to be written on 
each track of a disc, and twice as many tracks to be written 
on each disc. Therefore, each time the dot size is cut in 
half, density quadruples. 

The blue laser has a wavelength about half that of the 
infrared laser used for today’s CDs. But the blue laser isn’t 





ready for production. What is available is a red laser that 
produces a dot two-thirds the size of today’s dot. This can 
almost triple a CD’s density. If you were to combine the red 
laser with a high-numerical aperature lens to focus the 
beam into an even smaller dot, you could create a quad- 
density CD. 

Whichever laser is used in the near future, the drives 
for quad-density CDs should have no problem reading 
today’s CDs. So hang onto your couch and get ready to 
blast off. And when IBM comes through, you may find 
yourself in another dimension with an additional tenfold 
increase in CD density. —TH 
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STRAIGHT 10 TAPE 


oes anyone remember The 
Ripper? Back in 1988, this 
no-budget slasher movie 
was promoted as the first film 
made directly for the video 
market (it wasn’t, but it’s pre- 
decessors are even more igno- 
ble). Less than a decade later, 
is remem-bered 
only as proof of how desperate 
the video market once was for 
new films, as well as of the stig- 
ma that used to be attached to 
the phrase “direct to video.” 
Time was a movie went direct- 
ly to video, bypassing movie 
because 
theatrical 
release, presumably be-cause 
of its low quality, or because it 
was made for undiscriminating 
genre lovers who chiefly cared 
about exploding heads, mas- 
sive firepower or undraped 
models. Whatever the reason, 
became 
badge of shame, a scarlet let- 
ter, an F on any movie buff’s 
report card. Distributors strug- 
gled to win a play date in any 
theater, anywhere, just so they 
could say their film came to 
video “direct from theatrical 


The Ripper 


theaters, either 
couldn’t get a 


direct-to-video 


release.” 


In the past few years, the 
situation has changed. Competition has 
weeded out many cinematic schlock- 


it 


BY M. FAUST 











DOUNAN 


\<—— 


meisters and forced other independents E 

to raise production standards and better ge 

tailor their films to the audiences they | aGiy: 
ae .. 

hope will watch them. For the first time \ 


some major studios, including Disney 
and Universal, are producing movies 
directly for the home video market, and 
viewers are coming to recognize that a 
movie can be entertaining even if it 
didn’t play recently at the local mall. 
Disney’s The Return of Jafar, a 
sequel to Aladdin, went straight to 
video stores and serves as the flagship 
release of its new Walt Disney Home 
“There’s a de- 
mand for more quality family program- 
ming, and this is another way for us to 
satisfy that,” says Steven Feldstein, 
Disney’s director of public relations. 


Video Presents series. 





Given the earlier success of Disney Sing- 

































Crowd Pleasers: Disney’s Return of Jafar 
(top) and Full Moon’s Dollman films 
premier in video stores not theaters. 
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Along Songs, a children’s series 
made for video, and the over- 
whelming popularity of Aladdin 
on home video, an Aladdin se- 
quel aimed directly at the cas- 
sette crowd seemed like a nat- 
ural. Indeed, with more than 6 
million copies sold in its first 
weeks, Jafar is a runaway hit. 

MCA Home Video will prob- 
ably be happy with more mod- 
est sales for its direct-to-video 
debuts. Like Disney, it’s enter- 
ing the market with a sequel. 
Produced by Universal, Dark- 
man: The Return of Durant will 
be in stores this month (see 
“Darkman’s Best Special 
Effect? Skipping Theaters”). In 
addition, a sequel to the 
dinosaur cartoon The Land 
Before Time will also be out on 
tape before Christmas. 

There are other experiments, 
with more Hollywood star 
power. Republic Pictures 
invested $12 million adapting 
novelist James Michener’s Tex- 
as, a sprawling historical epic 
about the founding of the 
state, into a film starring Stacy 
Keach, Anthony Michael Hall 
and Rick Shroder. Texas too 
goes direct to video this fall, 
before it turns up later as an 
ABC broadcast, an interesting reversal 
of the usual release scenario. And Live 
Home Video recently launched The 
Young Americans, a gangster film star- 
ting Harvey Keitel, directly to video. 
Live plans to release three or four films 
a year this way. MCA Home Video pres- 
ident Louis Feola felt all the factors 
were tight for MCA to begin thinking 
about video as a first-run medium, even 
though MCA, as Universal’s parent 
company, has a steady flow 

of top-flight feature films 

(ever hear of Jurassic 

Park?) and a solid catalog 
of classics. “When you 
look at VCR penetration, 
the usage of VCR house- 
holds, the numbers of 
tapes rented per week, 

the developing sophisti- 
cation of the re- 




















So who needs theaters? Studios 
try their hand at making movies 
| designed for video stores. 











tailer and the consumer’s appetite for 
video,” says Feola, “you’re bound to 
come to this conclusion. On any given 
Friday or Saturday night, video is the 
fifth network.” 

The numbers are indeed large. 
VCRs are in about 81 percent of 
American households, people see more 
tapes each week than movies in the- 
aters, and they spend more renting 
tapes than buying tickets. Adding this 
up, says Feola, “we felt that this was the 
optimum time to begin releasing direct- 
to-video properties. It’s too early to pre- 
dict it being a trend. But the market- 
place is mature enough to explore.” 

So call it an exploration. But while 
the big studios are checking their maps 
trying to decide whether they’re look- 
ing at a medium or a mirage, smaller 
companies that have already done well 
making first-run movies for cassettes 
are plunging deeper into the bush. 


“T don’t like that term,” made for 
video, says Marty Kaplan, vice 
president of PM Home Video. “We 
don’t want to be known simply as a 
made-for-video company. We're getting 
more theatrical bookings and develop- 
ing the international cable markets.” 
PM made its name with no-nonsense 
action films like Ice, Ring of Fire and 
CIA: Code Name Alexa, but Kaplan 
wants to cover more bases. “A few years 
back when horror was big, some compa- 
nies got so locked into it that 
when the genre died they 
went under,” he 
says “So we're 
starting to do 
more come- 
dy, family = »») 


Ready to Rent: 
The Land That Time Forgot 
started in theaters; the sequel starts in stores. 





and other genres.” 

PM is unusual in that it produces 
and distributes its own films and noth- 
ing but. More typical is a company like 
Vidmark, which releases about 45 titles 














Serial Starters: 
A mini- 
dinosaur from 
the first Pre- 
Hysteria (top) 
and Tim 
Thomerson as 
Jack Deth in 
Trancers and 
its first sequel. 


a year. Its catalog includes films like 
Hostage for a Day and Bad Behavior 
that it purchased from independent 
producers; movies like Silent Tongue and 
Leprechaun that were distributed the- 
atrically by its parent company Tri- 
Mark; and Tri-Mark films like Trading 
Mom that went straight to home video. 
Still, Tri-Mark vice president David 
Bowers also says that direct-to-video is 
a misleading label. “We never go 

> into production on a movie 
gw thinking it'll be just for video,” 

he says. “We try for the best 
quality we can, making sure the 
money goes on the screen as 
opposed to people’s pockets. And we 
test each of our films in one or two mar- 
kets to see whether they have theatrical 
potential, or if we'll go direct to video. 









But we always have the intention of 


producing movies for theatrical re- 
lease.” 

Like most independent distributors, 
Vidmark’s slate is heavy on such video 
staples as sequels, action, erotic thrillers 
and horror. “The horror films are doing 
less well now,” says Bowers. “But it goes 





in waves. In a year, they'll probably be 
back on top. In the last year, erotic 
thrillers were overplayed. The market is 
so full of titles like Night Eyes and Body 
Chemistry that you'll be seeing a drift to 
a different genre. On the other hand, 
these genres do well in the internation- 
al markets, which have a big effect on 
what gets made. 

In an effort to become a more well- 
rounded studio, Tri-Mark is trying to 
improve the quality of its films. This 


Ice-Capade: /ce, specializing in fast action. 
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STRAIGHT TO TAPE 


doesn’t mean bigger explosions and 
uglier monsters. It’s next release is Sam 
Shepard’s play The Curse of the Starving 
Class, adapted by Bruce Beresford and 
starring James Woods, Kathy Bates and 
Louis Gossett Jr. Bowers proudly 
describes Curse and other upcoming 
films like Separate Lives and Frank and 
Jesse in terms of their stars—which 
include James Belushi, Bill Paxton, 
Linda Hamilton and Randy Travis— 
and premiers at prestigious film festivals 


like Toronto and Telluride. 
ULL MOON RISING 


The most prominent direct-to- 

video producer succeeded by stay- 
ing within his niche and aggressively 
marketing his films. Born into a film- 
making family, Charles Band worked in 
movies and video for nearly a decade 
before starting Full Moon Productions 
in 1988, a company that wanted to pro- 
duce fantasy-oriented films for the 
home video market. 

“People thought we were crazy,” 
Band recalls, “except for Paramount, 
which thought enough of us to give us a 
distribution deal. But we created a rec- 
ognizable label with a lot of consumer 
loyalty.” Full Moon’s best-known titles 
are Puppetmaster, Dollman, Trancers and 
Subspecies. All were released directly to 
video stores and all have sprouted 
sequels, two to five each so far. Their 
popularity led Band to create to other 
labels, Moonbeam, which specializes in 
family-oriented fantasies like 
Dragonworld and Pre-Hysteria (which 
also earned a sequel) and Torchlight, 
which produces non-violent erotic fan- 
tasies. 

Because Band felt it was more 
important to build the Full Moon name 
than to promote any single film, he has 
achieved something rare in the video 
business: brand loyalty. Viewers know 
the mixture of action and special effects 
Full Moon movies are likely to have, 
and are willing to take a chance on new 
titles. Each Full Moon tape also 
includes a half-hour video magazine 
called Videozone that features inter- 
views with the cast and director of the 
movie on the rest of the tape, as well as 
behind-the-scenes footage, blooper 
reels and news about upcoming Full 
Moon features. There’s also a Full 
Moon soundtrack label, Full Moon 
trading cards and Full Moon comics 





Darkman’s 
Best 
opecial 
Effect? 
OKIpping 
Theaters 


KEN 
KORMAN 





Never Say Die: 
Darkman (left) 
and his 
nemesis, 

Larry Drake 

as Durant. 








It’s after midnight on the set of Darkman: The Return of 
Durant. But the day’s shoot—mostly elaborate, effects- 
filled night scenes—won’t wrap until well after dawn. 
The production, which has taken over a huge warehouse 
in an industrial district not far from downtown Toronto, 
looks like that of any major action picture. Realistic 
explosions rip the cool night air. A stunt man practices 
swinging on a cable high over a moldering set. Jovial 
actors emerge from the makeup room joking about new 
“injuries” carefully etched in latex. 

But while it looks like a typical movie set, this one is 
different. For the first time, a major Hollywood studio is 
using its considerable resources to produce a live-action 
film not intended to premier at the local multiplex, on 
pay-cable or as a TV movie of the week. Darkman: The 
Return of Durant will debut on home video this month, as 
a cassette you'll see in rental stores, because Universal 
believes that’s the best way to reach the large, enthusias- 
tic audience waiting for a sequel to director Sam Raimi’s 
garishly original Darkman. In fact, the producers are 
proudly calling their sequel the first “home feature.” 

The new film, which has Larry Drake returning as the 
nefarious villain Durant, grew 
into its groundbreaking status 
slowly. A television series, 
based on the original movie 
was proposed but’ the title 
character was felt to be “too 
unique, too tortured, too dark 
to be lovable to a television 
audience,” says Durant pro- 
ducer David Roessell. As a 
result, Universal and Raimi’s 
Rennaissance Pictures “came 
up with the idea of producing 
for video.” Before then, con- 
tinued Roessell, “I’d viewed 
video as a dumping ground for 
pictures that weren’t good 
enough. But Darkman _ has 
name appeal, a worldwide 
audience, and it just rents over and over in video stores. 
Direct-to-video was an interesting idea.” 

Producing for video also brings a certain freedom that 
television, for example, can’t offer. Roessell, director 
Bradford May and executive producers Raimi and Rob 
Tapert, and were only asked to deliver a picture with the 
same qualities that made the original something of a 
sleeper. “Because it’s for video, we don’t have to white- 
wash the project or make it more tame,” says Roessell. “If 
anything, we’re being asked to take off the gloves and 
charge harder. If your audience expects more Darkman, 
there’s no poiint in giving them an esoteric character 
study. We’re putting in as much action as possible.” 

At about $3.5 million, Durant’s budget is higher than 
most TV movies made in the ’90s, although far less than 
the original Darkman budget of nearly $20 million. But 


continued on page 67 
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books. It’s all paid off. Full Moon’s fan 
club numbers more than 50,000 mem- 
bers. 

Are these veteran direct-to-video 
producers concerned by the prospect of 
having to compete with major studio 
films? Reactions are mixed. Tri-Mark, 
for one, is not worried. “The studios are 
getting into the business because 
they’re seeing it has been profitable for 
independents,” says Tri-Mark’s David 
Bowers. “But it’s a tough market. The 
independents can make good product 
at a cheaper price than the studios, and 
I think the studios will probably get out 
of it in two years.” PM’s Marty Kaplan 
is more apprehensive. “The studios saw 
there was a market and they want a 
piece of it, no matter what it costs 
them,” he says. 

As for Charlie Band, his goal is to 
make 200 films before the year 2000, 
and he doesn’t see any reason why he 
shouldn't. And if Hollywood with a 
capital H wants to compete with him, 
that’s fine too. “If the studios really do 
find gold in these hills and decide to 
mine direct-to-video, the quality of the 
material will go up all around,” says 
Band. “Standards will be higher and 
expectations will be higher, and that’s 
good for consumers, who will see not 
just more movies but better movies.” um 


“above-the-line” costs—big-name stars, 
writers and a director—than they nor- 
mally would for a feature film or a high- 
profile TV movie. This leaves more 
money for what audiences actually look 
for in a movie like this—dazzling special 
effects and exotic locations. 

Financial considerations aside, it’s 
the public’s insatiable appetite for 
movies on video that led directly to 
Durant. The days of using video mainly 
for timeshifting TV programs are long 
gone. Most of us now use the medium 
to access what is, in effect, first-run 
entertainment. “I was working in a 
department store when the first 
Betamax came out. We never thought 
video would do what it does now,” 
recalls Roessell. “No one imagined we’d 
get VHS hi-fi, laserdisc and home the- 
ater, or that you wouldn’t even have to 
leave your home to get a theatrical 
experience.” rT 











continued from previous page 


again, producing for video provides 
some advantages. Because the sequel 
can trade on Darkman’s name recogni- 
tion, its producers can spend less on 





GLEAMING 


continued from page 62 


on a new format that will have four 
times the capacity of today’s CDs. Sony 
and Matsushita are collaborating on a 
standard, while JVC, Philips, Pioneer 
and Toshiba are all working on separate 
products. If every company comes out 
with its own proprietary standards, it 
could make the Beta-VHS war look like 
a church social. But they would also 
like to avoid such a possibility. “Format 
wars are in nobody’s best interest,” said 
Bonan. “They’re not good for con- 
sumers. They’re not good for compa- 
nies. They’re not good for retailers.” 


In all likelihood, a single quadruple- 
density format will emerge that’s based 
on MPEG-2 compression techniques. It 
will deliver more than two hours of 
laserdisc quality video on a single-sided 
CD. If we’re lucky, we may even find 
one in our Christmas stockings—come 
1996. 

What’s going to happen with IBM’s 
multilayer technology? Almost certain- 
ly the company will develop multilayer 
products for the computer industry. 
The products will probably be compati- 
ble with today’s CDs or the new quad- 
density CDs that are on the way. If IBM 
can work with the CD industry to 
develop a process for stamping and 
assembling multilayer CDs, it could 
have a huge impact on home video. 
The key to its success lies in achieving 
the classic industrial formula of high 
volumes with a low manufacturing cost. 
If IBM is able to pull this off, you could 
see a quad-density, multilayer CD in 
your home capable of recording and 
playing up to eight hours of HDTV. = 
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Remote ejector 


Have you noticed there’s rarely an eject 
button on your remote control? You 
may be able to make up for this over- 
sight. Try pressing the quick timer or 
record buttons after watching a tape. 
Many VCRs will eject all tapes that do 
not have a safety tab, which allows 
recording. Weldon Ng 

San Francisco, California 
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Flintstoned: John Goodman’s Fred as a stone- 
age Ralph Kramden bowling in Bedrock. 


R E 5 E A 





The Flintstones 


1994. John Goodman, Rick Moranis, 
Elizabeth Perkins, Rosie O'Donnell; dir. 
Brian Levant. Surround, cc. (PG) 92 min. 
$19.98. LD letterboxed or full-frame 
$29.98. MCA/Universal. 

Most critics were so aghast when The 
Flintstones opened in theaters, you half- 
expected audiences to walk in wearing 
gas masks to avoid the stench. At the risk 
of losing credibility, I have to admit I 
found it...amusing. Compared to some 
noisy action flicks or the relentlessly stu- 
pid Ace Ventura, watching The Flintstones 


| on video seems a benign way to spend a 


few hours with the kids. 

From its first frame (“Steven 
Spielrock presents...”) to its last (“When 
in Hollyrock, visit Univershell Studios”) 
the film is stocked with amusing gags. 
Some are as old as the Ice Age, but 
they’re kid-friendly. The likable cast tries 
hard and there are a few genuine laughs. 
Elizabeth Taylor, as a hellish mother-in- 
law is a ripe target for Goodman's bluster, 
and provides old-fashioned glitz. The 
BC-52s provide alternative hip. 

Save some scorn, though, for director 
Levant, who forgot that cartoons, even 
live ones, are usually fast and bright. His 
vision has the pace of a tar pit slug and a 
color scheme to match. But he ain't 
adapting Shakespeare, either. The origi- 
nal Flintstones was just a Honeymooners 
rip-off from one of the cheesier anima- 
tion outlets. If you watch the film with- 


| out calculating its overblown budget or 


recalling the hyperbolic merchandising 
campaign, you might enjoy it a little, too. 
—Marianne Meyer 





TAPES &: DISC 


Black Beauty 


1994. David Thewlis, Andrew Knott; 
wr./dir. Caroline Thompson. Surround, 
ce. (G) 88 min. $24.96. LD letterboxed 
$34.98. Warner. 

The author’s credit in Anna 
Sewell’s orignal children’s classic actu- 
ally says “translated by,” as if she wrote 
the first-person narrative of a horse’s 
life after talking with its equine hero. 
In a remarkable directorial debut, 
Caroline Thompson, screenwriter for 


The Secret Garden and Edward 


Scissorhands, takes a similar approach. 
At first, a horse’s “voiceover” strikes 
like a cloying Mr. Ed, but as you are 
pulled into the simple yet affecting 
story, cynicism fades. By film’s end, 





2 ae 


Mr. Who? B. Beauty, a horse finds his voice. 





Thompson proves her eye for visual 
nuance is as strong as her ear for writ- 
ten dialogue. 

She also knows how to find good 
help. Thewlis, such a rotter in Naked, 
is the epitome of kindness as a London 
cabbie who works hard and cares qui- 
etly. Eleanor Bron and Peter Cook are 
wickedly good as a cruel, rich couple 
who treat their animals as fashion 
accessories. Multiple Academy Award- 
winning production designer John Box 
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(Lawrence of Arabia, Doctor Zhivago) 
gives a sheen of Merchant Ivory class to 
the pastoral locations. 

The film has rapturous scenery, an 
emotional impact rare for a kids’ film, 
and passionately advocates respect for 
animals. If you know of a recent family 
film that offers more, please tell me 
where to find it. — 





Fast Eddie: Cop 3, formula fare in a funny suit.. 


Beverly Hills Cop 3 


1994. Eddie Murphy, Judge Reinhold; dir. 
John Landis. THX Surround, cc. (R) 87 
min. priced for rental. LD letterboxed 
$39.95. Paramount. 

In many ways, Beverly Hills Cop 3 is 
no better and no worse than most of the 
other high-testosterone live-action car- 
toons Hollywood grinds out. On his 
third visit to sunny California, maverick 
Detroit police detective Axel Foley 
(Murphy) again breaks all the rules in 
his pursuit of evildoers, tackling a ruth- 
less counterfeiter (Timothy Carhart) 
operating out of the catacombs beneath 
a Disneyland-style amusement park. 
Adhering to formula all the way, this 
sluggish romp opens and closes with 





long, loud  shootouts, 
throws in a few tired 
chase __ scenes, and 


includes one genuinely 
thrilling sequence that 
finds Foley indulging in 
heroics on an aerial ride 
gone haywire. 

Viewed in the context 
of Murphy’s © steadily 
declining career, Cop 3 
becomes a sad, desperate 
experience. The _pre- 
dictable story wouldn’t 
have mattered in 
Murphy’s prime, but this 





gifted comic talent seems oddly 
detached, with even that wonderful 
laugh in short supply, as if he were 
embarrassed to be trapped in one more 
lame vehicle. Film buffs may get more 
pleasure watching for cameos of biz 
insiders. While George Lucas is easy to 
spot, only the hardcore will recognize 
Martha Coolidge, Joe Dante, Ray 
Harryhausen, Peter Medak, and Barbet 
Schroeder, among other— Jon Young 


The Silence 
of the Lambs 


1990. Jodie Foster, Anthony Hopkins, 
Scott Glenn; dir. Jonathan Demme. Digital 
surround. (R) 118 min. plus supplements, 
2 sides CLV/2 sides CAV. $99.95. 
Criterion. 

The Oscar-laden Silence, in which 
the FBI tracks a heinous serial killer, 
could have been genre fare had it not 
been blessed by a collaboration among 
true artists: an original eye in Jonathan 
Demme, a barrier-breaking actress in 
Jodie Foster, and a classically trained 
scene stealer in Anthony Hopkins. This 
Orion movie is an ideal choice for the 
Criterion Collection treatment, and 
Voyager’s first THX-approved disc. 

These three, plus screenwriter Ted 
Tally and FBI adviser John Douglas, are 
heard on the analog commentary track 
while the movie unspools in a lush dig- 
ital transfer in the 1.85:1 aspect ratio. 
Flaws are rare and fleeting, and might 
not be apparent at all were the image 
not so nearly perfect. The filmmakers’ 
remarks are casual and lean more 
toward mutual praise than rigorous 


Ont The Lamb: 
Jodie Foster meets 
Hannibal the Cannibal. 








EDITOR'S CHOICE 
Cs 


ken kKorman 


Probably the ultimate large-screen 
theatrical film experience, Jurassic 
Park (MCA/Universal, $24.98) 
might have suffered serious damage 
in the shift to videocassette. But 
after examining both the full-frame 
and letterboxed tape editions, | 
found that director Steven Spiel- 
berg’s popular masterwork delivers 
the goods even on VHS. I was 
struck, however, by the way some 
scenes actually improve on video, 
while others diminish. The first 20 
minutes or so, 
before we get to 
see those amazing 
dinosaurs, always 
seemed shaky to 
me. Otherwise 
dependable _per- 
formers like Jeff 
Goldblum and 
Laura Dern seem 
a little off their 
thythm, as if one 
more take was all 
they needed. 
(Perhaps Spielberg was rushing to 
finish Jurassic and begin his beloved 
Schindler’s List.) In any case, the 
early scenes don’t benefit from the 
added intimacy of home video. But 
the weakest of the dinosaur effects 
shots—brightly lit outdoor scenes, 
like the early shot of the brachiosaur 
or the injured tricerotops—actually 
look more realistic without full the- 
atrical resolution. And the scenes 
that make the film worth multiple 
viewings, especialy the terrifying T- 
Rex and raptor encounters, hold up 
beautifully on tape. It’s tempting to 
view the movie as little more than a 
high-tech update of those special- 
effects monster movies of the ‘50s, 
but Jurassic’s best sequences display 
a mastery of craft never dreamed of 
in Ray Harryhausen’s day. 

Since Jurassic Park is widely 
available for about $15, the real 
question is whether to buy the full- 
frame or widescreen letterboxed ver- 
sion. Be aware the important special 
effects shots were created with a 
hard-matte process—they suffer more 
panning, scanning and cropping 
than other scenes when presented 
full-frame on video. As always, it’s a 
matter of taste. But I’ve already 
given my full-frame copy away. 


Jurassic’s 
Jeff Goldblum 
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analysis. But Demme gets in sharp 
observations about technique and 
Foster, now also a director, shows an 
interest in lighting and camera place- 
ment. 

The extensive supplement starts at 
the end of the movie on side 3 and con- 
tinues in CAV on side 4. Side 1 is also 
CAV, a wise choice since it includes the 
wonderfully edited initial meeting be- 
tween Foster and the jailed Hopkins. 
We are offered six deleted or alternate 
scenes (existing now only in a poor 
VHS source, alas); reprints of reviews 
and articles about Demme, Foster and 
Hopkins; filmographies; a few story- 
boards and scene sketches; FBI case 
material on serial killers; and a collec- 
tion of quotes from real killers. 

The extras are well-presented but 
not always compelling. Does Voyager 
assume that all Silence fans are Demme 
addicts? If not, then frame after frame 
of Pauline Kael’s reviews of five earlier 
Demme films are out of place here. 
What about a Silence essay? A bigger 
misfire is the section of remarks from 
killers—the comments come in an 
informational void. If the name above 
the quote and his crime are not familiar 
(surely you remember Albert Fish?), 
you're left baffled and irritated. Yet 
overall, the Silence package is mostly 
golden. —Andy Wickstrom 


Fellini’s Satyricon 


1969. Martin Potter, Hiram Keller; dir. 
Federico Fellini. Digital mono., letterboxed. 
(NR) 120 min. CLV 3 sides $69.95. 
Criterion. 

Weird and relentless, Fellini’s 
Satyricon captures the wild-eyed energy 
of the psychedelic era better than most 





THE CRITERION COLLECTION 











of the period’s more 


relevant films. The 
great director's daz- 
zling 1969 adapta- 
tion of Petronius’ 
novel unleashes a> 
torrent of vivid 
images intended to 
provoke the subcon- 
scious rather than 
the rational mind. 
Chronicling the ™ 
odyssey of fair-haired ™ 
student Encolpius — 
(Potter) through the 
world of ancient 
Rome, this unset- 


tling fantasy 
depicts the city 
as a shadowy 


purgatory populat- 
ed by unwholesome 
characters, while 
the sunlit plains 
and hills outside 
teem with mor- 
tal peril. 

Ges tone 
Encolpius’ rivalry 
with Ascyltus ™ 
(Keller) for the affections of a beautiful 
young boy, Giton (Max Born), as the cat- 
alyst for his narrative, Fellini throws 
everything but the kitchen sink into this 
overheated stew. During his journey, 
Encolpius attends a sumptuous banquet, 
falls prey to the slave trade, encounters a 
hermaphrodite, and battles a minotaur 
In a quieter moment, the poet Eumolpus 
laments the decadence of his contempo- 
rary art, sounding an all too familiar 
refrain. 

Criterion’s laserdisc presentation of 
this bizarre treasure is typically hand- 
some, despite imperfections in the origi- 
nal print. Letterboxing captures Fellini’s 
dense, surreal vistas in all their garish 
glory, although some details will still be 
lost on some home screens. — JY 


The Outer Limits, Vol. 3 


1963-65. B@W. “The Man With The 
Power,” “The Sixth Finger,” “Corpus 
Earthling,” “Don’t Open Till Doomsday,” 
‘A Feasibility Study,” “The Duplicate 
Man.” Donald Pleasence, David 
McCallum, Robert Culp, Miriam 
Hopkins, Sam Wanamaker; dirs. Laslo 
Benedek, James Goldstone, Gerd Oswald, 
Byron Haskin. Digital mono. (NR) 308 



































min. 6 sides CLV. $99.95. MGM/UA. 
Though one platter and two 
episodes shorter than previous boxed 
sets in the series, this Outer Limits vol- 
ume is filled with the series’ strangest 
and scariest episodes. The best is the 
most terrifying: “Corpus Earthling” 
casts Robert Culp as a scientist hunted 
by two rock-like aliens who can invade 
human bodies. He plays an intelligent 
man who thinks with chilling, poignant 
accuracy that he’s suffering from a 
breakdown. The scene in which he 
realizes his wife (Salome Jens) has been 
taken over has stayed in my nightmares 
for 30 years. The entire episode has a 
palpable, unsettling smell of decay. 
“The Duplicate Man” overcomes 
the burden of a ridiculous-looking 
monster with good acting and a plot 
that anticipates Blade Runner. A scien- 
tist (Ron Randell) creates an android 
duplicate to help in the search for a 
deadly, escaped alien. But he finds that 
the android is not only a better man 
than he is, but preferred by his very sur- 
prised wife (Constance Towers). 
Donald Pleasence and David 
McCallum acquit themselves mar- 
velously in “The Man with the Power 
and The Sixth Finger”, and the direc- 
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tion of even weak episodes, like 
“Feasibility Study,” is well-crafted. 

The film-to-tape transfers are good, 
and the mastering is on a par with the 
previous volumes. One can only hope 
there will be volumes four and five, 
because there are a dozen more worth- 
while shows in the series. 

—Bruce Eder 


Schindler’s List 


1993. B&W /Color. Liam Neeson, Ben 
Kingsley, Ralph Fiennes; dir. Steven 
Spielberg. Digital surround, cc, letterboxed. 
(R) 197 min. 4 sides CLV. $44.98. 
Collector's Edition $139.98. MCA/ 
Universal. 

What is left to say about Schindler’s 
List, Steven Spielberg’s Oscar-sweeping 
magnum opus? In Oskar Schindler the 
director found the perfect screen hero 
for the 90s. While we don’t believe in 
snow-white heroes anymore, we can 
easily believe in Schindler, who became 
a hero because of his character flaws. A 
dandy, a womanizer, a self-promoter, 
and an opportunist who made a fortune 
exploiting slave labor, Schindler was 
perfectly credible to the Nazis from 
whose death machine he snatched 
more than 1,000 Jews. It says something 
about Liam Neeson’s performance that 
he keeps us in doubt as to Schindler’s 
exact motives even as 
the ambiguity leaks from 
the script. 

Two fine _ perfor- 
mances flank him. Ben 
Kingsley’s prosaic, yet 
noble Jewish accountant 
is a perfect execution of 
a standard character, 
while Ralph Fiennes’ 
Nazi commandant— 
charming, sadistic, utter- | 
ly human and utterly 
evil—is unlike anything 
the screen has known. 
The other Jews are 
reduced to a mass of 
long-suffering little peo- 
ple so that Spielberg can 
more easily steer them 
thrcugh every stage of 
the Holocaust. This he 
does with energy and 
passion, in a series of brilliant, harrow- 
ing, occasionally humorous scenes. 

There are no extras here, not even a 
trailer. The collector’s set adds a book, 








a CD and some other extras, but is 
woefully overpriced and should be 
avoided. All we get is a beautiful THX 
transfer, at 1.85:1, that does full justice 
to Janusz Kaminski’s mostly black-and- 
white photography. This will suffice. 
Incidentally, the 1983 BBC documen- 
tary Schindler, now on tape, fills in 
much of what Spielberg had to simplify, 
even in a three-hour epic, to tell this 
great story. —Sol Louis Siegel 


The Train 


1964. B&W. Burt Lancaster, Paul 
Scofield; dir. John Frankenheimer. Digital 
mono, letterboxed. (NR) 133 min. plus 
trailer. Side 3 CAV. $59.98. MGM/ 
UA. 

The Train was the last big-budget 
Hollywood action movie in black-and- 
white, and one of the more ambiguous. 
As the Allies approach Paris in 1944, 
SS colonel Von Waldheim (Scofield) 
loads a train with great French paint- 
ings. It’s up to railroad man and tesis- 
tance leader Labiche (Lancaster) to 
keep him from spiriting them to 
Germany. Labiche doesn’t think the art 
is worth the lives that are thrown away 
over it, but he can’t give up the fight, 
which takes on a life of its own. 

The picture is motored by 
Lancaster’s presence and physical dar- 


Lancaster in 
Fhe Train risks 
» 4tall for art. 


ing, which is countered by Scofield’s 
imperious colonel, who wears his aes- 
thetic sense as a badge of superiority. 
John Frankenheimer gives it imposing 








VIDEO DECEMBER 1994 


71 


stunt ae JCLASSIC 


Bizet’ s music, Oscar Hammerstein I's lyrics, 
scar” nominee DOROTHY DANDRIDGE and 
HARRY BELAFONTE make this Americanized all-black 
version of the classic opera Carmen “hard to beat.” 
(Los Angeles hs é 
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and forceful direction. The 
transfer, at a 1.66:1 aspect ratio, 
is superb even in night scenes. 
And Frankenheimer’s analog- 
track commentary is a highly 
entertaining account of an elab- 
orate, expensive and troubled 
shoot, during which he some- 
times had to improvise like a 
rookie director on a low-budget 
indie. (The other analog track 
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carries only music.) This is a fine Mona Menu: Leonardo’s interface, complete with smile. 








find that this pristine widescreen 
print brings the film back to life. 
But why see such a film 10 times 
over? Well, I had always put it 
down to a life-long love of Audrey, 
my indescribable Audrey. But this 
viewing made it apparent that the 
film is also special. 

Breakfast at Tiffany's is a 
sophisticated film in every sense. It 
is filled with immoral characters, 
even by today’s standards: Paul 
Varjak, a writer who finds it easier 





set that will leave you with a 
greater appreciation for a classic 
adventure movie. —SLS 


INTERACTIVE 





Sharks! 


1994. CD-ROM for MPC. $49.95. The 
Discovery Channel. 

Mention the word “shark” to some- 
one and you'll probably get a response 
somewhere between fear and revul- 
sion—accompanied by a fascination far 
out of proportion to the reality of this 
incredibly simple creature. The 
Discovery Channel is well aware of this, 
so it’s molded segments from its popular 
documentaries on the subject into an 
interactive docudisc that works beauti- 
fully. The ROM has all the goodies 
you'd expect, from an anatomy lesson 
to shark mythology to an obligatory 
“ask the experts” section. Naturally, 
the more ghoulish clips are all included, 
like interviews with attack victims and 
footage of great whites feeding. 

Why would anyone want a ROM 
about sharks when so many videos 
and books are available? For one 
thing, the disc links everything in an 
intelligent way. You don’t have to sit 
through the boring parts unless you 
want to. Also, for those who have an 
interest beyond morbid curiosity, 
there’s the opportunity here for 
some real research, and you can save 
text articles to your hard drive for 
further study. 

As is common with discs from 
Discovery, the execution is first-rate, 
with fluid screen action and some of the 
smoothest video you'll see on ROM. 
Now that the dinosaur fad seems to 
have abated a bit, this disc lets you 
check into some monsters that don’t 
need Spielberg to be scary. —RG 





Leonardo the Inventor 


1994. CD-ROM for MPC and Mac- 
intosh. $49.95. Intelliquest. 

One of the most gratifying things 
about CD-ROMs is the way they can 
make complex subjects accessible. This 
disc is a great example. Through pic- 
tures, narration and animation, the 
world of Leonardo DaVinci is presented 
in a way no book or video could dream 
of achieving. 

While the disc touches on most of 
the interests held by the prototypical 
Renaissance man, his inventions, actu- 
al and imagined, are the focus. With 
clever animations, DaVinci’s visions for 
transportation, measurement and sci- 
entific observation come alive. Click on 
the parts of an invention, like a heli- 
copter, and they move in synch with the 
other parts. As you pass from one bril- 
liant idea to the next, you’re not only 
overwhelmed by the scope of the man’s 
genius, but by how prophetic his ideas 
really were. Submarines and copters? In 
15th-century Italy? 

Leonardo’s developers deserve spe- 
cial credit. The visual design and pro- 
gramming smarts are among the best 
I’ve seen. In fact, looking at this disc, 
you can’t help but think that some- 
where, Leonardo is smiling. —RG 


Breakfast at Tiffany’s 
Collector’s Edition 


1961. Audrey Hepbum, George Peppard; dir. 
Blake Edwards. Mono, letterboxed (NR) 114 
min. VHS $59.99. LD letterboxed $39.95, 
limited edition LD $79.95. Paramount. 
Having seen Breakfast at Tiffany's at 
least 10 times, and liking it less on each 
viewing, it came as a joyous surprise to 








to be a gigolo than to write; Holly 
Golightly, who has always relied on the 
kindness of strangers; Sally Tomato, the 
paternal mafia head who runs a nar- 
cotics ring from Sing-Sing; and Doc, 
the lovable old pedophile who married 
hillbilly Lulamae when she was 13, 
sending her off toward her transforma- 
tion into sophisticated phony Holly. 
The stylish surface of the film is made 
up not only of costumes and music, but 
grotesque and beautiful characters. 
Their refusal to take life too seriously 
makes a charming delight of what might 
otherwise be a depressing film. 

This boxed set features a fan's 
dream come true: a copy of the screen- 
play annotated by Audrey in her own 
hand. Also included is the Oscar-win- 
ning score on CD, three badly printed 
publicity stills and a collector’s 
brochure. But the CD commits the car- 
dinal sin of excluding Audrey’s rendi- 
tion of the Oscar-winning “Moon 
River,” marring what is otherwise a wor- 


thy tribute. —Josef Krebs 
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Muppet Classic Theater 


1994. Kermit the Frog, Miss Piggy, Gonzo 
the Great; dir. David Grossman. Sur- 
round. cc. (NR) 70 min. $19.99. Jim 
Henson/Buena Vista. 

Parents who've found themselves 
watching Sesame Street and the Mup- 
pets long after their toddlers have mas- 
tered the ABCs can vouch for the clev- 
erness of these friendly furballs. Now, 
the Muppets are starring in new, made- 
for-video shows like this collection of 
six fairy tales. 

They’re short, silly versions of famil- 
iar stories with new twists: The third lit- 
tle pig is Miss Piggy, sounding a call for 
female equality. Rumpelstiltskin is un- 
done by the nametags mommy sewed in 
his camp clothes. And each tale offers 
an original song. The highlight here is 
“The Shoemaker and the Elves”, which 
someone mistakes for “The Shoemaker 
and Elvis” to hilarious effect. 

One note of sadness lies in Kermit’s 
voice. Jim Henson, creator of the Frog 
King of Komedy, is gone. Hearing a 
high-pitched imitation of his voice trig- 
gers a bittersweet reminder that, even 
in Muppetland, old 
friends move on. 
Happily, this collec- 
tion holds true to 
Henson's 
Sipe te tets 
—Marianne 
Meyer 































Frog 
King: 
Kermit in 
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Classic 
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Columbo: 
Murder by the Book 


1971. Peter Falk, Jack Cassidy; dir. Steven 
Spielberg. Mono. (NR). 76 min. $14.95. 
MCA/Universal. 


The Rockford Files: 
The Kirkoff Case |g 


1974. James Garner, Julie Sommars, 
James Woods; dir. Lou Antonio. Mono. 
(NR) 50 min. $14.95. MCA/Universal. 
Columbo and The Rockford Files 
epitomized a 1970s television trend: 
detectives with a difference. Blind, bald 
or crippled, the gumshoes still got their | ized by adolescent baby boomers who 
man. Columbo’s gimmick is inversion. | had discovered Universal’s monster 
Unlike traditional whodunits, the mur- | classics on late-night TV (Shock Thea- 
derer is known; the interest lies in how | ter) introduced an hour-long horror 
sloppy, apologetic Lt. Columbo breaks | story and sometimes appeared in one. 
down the alibi of the upper-crust, oh- As “thrillers” they were mild formu- 
so-smug murderer. Played with rumpled | la fare, even when based on stories by 
perfection by Peter Falk, Columbo is | Edgar Allan Poe, August Derleth and 
the detective as everyman. Henry Kuttner, who are all represented 
The Rockford Files features the | in this six-episode collection. Over-pro- 
detective as average man. Breaking | duced music and unusually inky light- 
genre cliches, PI. Jim Rockford (Gar- | ing (handled well in these sterling disc 
ner) doesn’t work in a seedy office but a | transfers) could not compensate for 
beachfront trailer. He isn’t a loner-he | melodramatic acting and ponderous 
has a crusty father who keeps after him | pacing. As with Twilight Zone, the 30- 
to change careers. And he hates guns, | minute format would have been a wel- 
keeping his own in a cookie jar. come restriction on wordy scripts. A 
These were the first regularly sched- | minor annoyance on disc, but true to 
uled episodes of each series. “Murder | the show, are the music cue and Thriller 
By The Book” has two future stars guid- | graphic that pop up every eight minutes 
ing it: Steve Boccho (pre-Hill Street | to identify the commercial break and 
Blues) wrote the tale, about a mystery | destroy whatever mood was emerging. 
writer who kills his partner, and Steven Besides Karloff, whose voice can 
Spielberg (pre-Jaws) directs in a flashy | drip with forboding, part of the fun is 
style inconsistent with the material. | seeing fresh-faced young actors like 
“The Kirkoff Case,” featuring a convo- | William Shatner (in “The Grim Reaper”) 
luted plot in which a killer wants tobe | and Tom Poston and_ Elizabeth 
unmasked, includes a winning perfor- | Montgomery (paired in “Masquerade”). 
mance by Garner, the master of charm- | But most of the parts are filled by mid- 
ing exasperation. As escapism goes, you | level performers who do adequate jobs 


n 


L.A. Law: Peter Falk as the rumpled sleuth. 








could do a lot worse. -Tom Soter | in “The Incredible Doktor Markesan,” 
“The Prediciton,” “The Terror on Teak- 
The Thriller Collection wood” and “The Premature Burial.” 


TV’s constraints on explicit horror at 
1960-62 B&W. Boris Karloff, William | the time lead to occasional bouts of 
Shatner, Tom Poston; various dirs. Digital | comical over-emoting, which may 
mono, cc. (NR) 300 min. CLV 6 sides | explain why the show didn’t last long. 
$89.98. MCA/Universal. Nonetheless, these relics have their 
Okay, it’s not The Twilight Zone | pleasures. The images are as clean as if 
(which preceded it) or The Outer Limits | shot yesterday, and MCA/Universal has 
(which came on its heels) but this TV | fashioned an attractive box with an 
anthology series that ran for two sea- | informative six-panel brochure, with 
sons starting in 1960 has a certain | comments from Karloff and notes on 
moldy appeal for genre fans. Each week | each episode. Chapter stops range from 
the venerable Boris Karloff (newly idol- | 17 to 21 per side. —Andy Wickstrom 
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Harold Lloyd 
Comedy Classics 


1923-28. B@W. “Safety Last,” “Girl 
Shy,” “Hot Water,” “The Kid Brother,” 
“Speedy.” Harold Lloyd, Jobyna Ralston; 
various dirs. Stereo. (NR) 391 min. 5 cas- 
settes. $149.95 or $29.98 each. Thames 
Video/HBO. 

There was Chaplin, there was 
Keaton and there was Lloyd. Harold 
Lloyd, however, is hardly remembered 
other than as that guy hanging from a 
clock on the side of a building, an image 
made ubiquitous by publicity stills from 
Safety Last. Yet in his prime, Lloyd was 
as popular as Chaplin, as inventive as 
Keaton and as much of a comic genius 
as either. 

Finally, five of Lloyd’s great classics 
have been made available, thanks to 
the tireless efforts of British producers 
Kevin Brownlow and David Gill. Rarely 
have films from this period looked this 
good, which is not surprising since each 
was carefully transferred from Lloyd’s 
personal uncut preservation materials. 
The films have been matched lovingly 
to delightful orchestral scores full of 
imaginative touches by Carl Davis and 
two of his proteges, bringing out the full 
magic of these hilarious silents. 

Safety Last is the standout of the 
collection: one of the most perfect 
comedies ever made. But the other 
films, containing some of the greatest 








iL. 
_—— 
es 


sight gags ever created, are no slouches 
either. Lloyd’s ever-enthusiastic “glass- 
es” character is a sheer joy to watch as 
he copes with ridiculous yet realistic sit- 
uations. I only regret that other equally 
good films, like Why Worry?, were not 
included. And why no laser release? 
This collection is a natural for a boxed 
laser set. 

For those interested in Lloyd’s 
career, HBO Video also offers the infor- 
mative documentary Harold Lloyd: The 
Third Genius, also produced by 
Brownlow and Gill. —Bruce Lawton 

















The Farmer’s Wife 

1928. B&W. Silent. Jameson Thomas, 
Lillian Hall-Davies; dir. Alfred Hitchcock. 
Mono. (NR) 93 min. $9.98. Republic. 
The Skin Game 


1931. B&W. Edmund Gwenn, Jill 


Esmond, Frank Lawton; dir. Alfred 
Hitchcock. Mono. (NR) 79 min. $9.98. 
Republic. 

Everyone talks about “Hitchcock- 
ian” movies, or how a novice suspense 


Pigs On Stage: 

' JamesMarshall’s 
wry take on 
three hams. | 


\ 





1994. Anim. various dirs. Stereo. (NR) 
43 min. $14.95. Children’s Circle. 

The late author and _ illustrator 
James Marshall had a rare talent. His 
bright, cartoony pictures were kid- 
friendly, to be sure, but his books con- 
tained sly charms and gentle wit to 
ensnare parents, too. Whether adapta- 
tions of classic tales or wild inventions 
like The Stupids, his work is a joyful 
addition to any library. 

This excellent compilation of 
Marshall-ania—four stories and a short 
documentary—is a boon for fans, and a 
great introduction for those about to 
become. It includes “Wings,” an origi- 
nal comic tale about two chickens and 
a foxy stranger, with unusual twists and 
a pro-literacy message. Likewise, while 
the adapted fairly tales are pure fun, 
they offer subtle grace notes: The 3 
Little Pigs perform in a play so that all 
of those eaten may come back for a 
bow, and Little Red Riding Hood’s 
grandma is a voracious reader. 

—Marianne Meyer 





a a \ 
The James director is “the new Hitchcock.” But 
Marshall Librar how Hitchcockian was Hitchcock him- 
: J self at the of his career? 


start 
Apparently, not very. Thirty years 
before Psycho left audiences screaming, 
Hitch was more a master of versatility 
than suspense. As England’s hot new 
journeyman director, he was more like- 
ly to be shooting a melodrama than a 
corpse, helming everything from rustic 
farces to class-conscious dramas. 
These two releases demonstrate 
that versatility. The silent Farmer’s Wife 
is the more entertaining, a predictably 
broad comedy about a widowed farmer 
searching for a wife among his acquain- 
tances. The Skin Game is another story 
altogether. Based on a class warfare play 
by John Galsworthy, the movie lives up 
to its billing as a talking picture, with 
everyone yakking endlessly about noth- 
ing in particular. Although it is atypical 
Hitch, there is a typical theme— 
appearances aren’t what they seem. 
While both movies are antiques, each 
demonstrates flashes of visual bril- 
liance. If you've ever wondered how 
Hitchcock became Hitchcock, here’s 
your answer. —Tom Soter 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


Gettysburg Collector’s Set 

1994. Tom Berenger, Jeff Daniels, Martin 
Sheen, Sam Elliott; dir. Ronald EF Maxwell. 
Includes 30 minutes of new footage, 60 
minute making-of doco, soundtrack on CD, 
battlefield map, four glossies, leather-bound 
coffee table book and a Civil War bullet. 
Will $50 more will get you a soldier the 
bullet hit? Stereo. (PG) 279 min. VHS 
only, $89.98. Turner. 





Hudsucker Proxy 

1994. Tim Robbins, Paul Newman, Jennifer 
Jason Leigh; dirs. Joel & Ethan Coen. The 
Coens’ latest postmodern revelry is a con- 
glomeration of Capraesque styles wrapped 
around the tale of an innocent taking on a 
greedy corporation while falling in love with 
a fast-talking Hawksian independent, one- 
of-the-guys dame. Stereo. (PG) 112 min. 
VHS priced for rental. LD $34.98. Warner. 
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| Late Spring 


New Yorker. 
Lunicus MPC CD-ROM 


$69.95. Cyberflix. 


——— Teabels 
| 
| | is 








Christmas 


1949. Chisu Ryu, Setsuko Hara; dir. 

| Yasujiro Ozu. Professor tricks devoted 
daughter into leaving him for a life of her 
own, knowing the rest of his life will be 
filled with solitude. “One of the 10 best 
films of all time,” Village Voice. Mono, subti- 
tled. (NR) 108 min. VHS only, $69.95. 


1994. Superfast 3D sci-fi adventure game 
with ace rep from incarnation as Mac CD- 
ROM. New release makes it to MPC. 


Meet Me in St. Louis 50th Anniversary 
1944. Judy Garland, Margaret O’Brien, 
| Tom Drake; dir. Vincente Minnelli. 








Civil War Superbowl: North vs. South, from the Gettysburg Collector's Set, complete with bullet. 





Stereophonic special reissue, which 
includes deleted “Boys Like Me” number 
recreated with stills and making-of doco. 
Stereo. Technicolor. (NR) 113 min. CAV 
LD boxed set $99.98. MGM/UA. 


Mrs Doubtfire 

Collector's Edition 

1993. Robin Williams, Sally Field; dir. Chris 
Columbus. Unemployed actor loses custody 
of kids and pulls a Tootsie to become their 
nanny. THX presentation includes com- 
mentary, interviews, deleted scenes, stills 
etc. Stereo. (PG-13) 125 min. LD letter- 
boxed $99.98. FoxVideo. 





Voyage en Douce 
1981. Dominique Sanda, Geraldine 


This month’s bargain offers are pure bargain basement— 
films that got by me and most people at the cinema, 
sometimes deservedly, but often just because they were 
knocked off the proverbial front page by movies the stu- 
dios were more inclined to push. For better or worse: 
Fatal Instinct, The Meteor Man, Son of the Pink Panther, 
Undercover Blues, Diggstown, Harley Davidson and the 
Marlboro Man, Quigley Down Under, Rush, Shattered and 
Road House, $14.95 each from MGM/UA; The 
Ambulance, The Big Blue, Weekend at Bernies II, National 
Lampoon's Loaded Weapon I and Mr. Nanny, $19.95 each 
from Columbia TriStar; There Goes the Neighborhood, 
Boomerang, Fire in the Sky, Nijinsky, Orca the Killer Whale 
and A New Life at $14.95 from Paramount and “The 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez Collection,” six films based on 
the writer’s work at $19.98 each from Fox Lorber— 
Letters from the Park, Miracle in Rome, Fable of the 
Beautiful Pigeon Fancier, The Summer of Miss Forbes, A 
Very Old Man with Enormous Wings and I’m the One 
You're Looking For. —JK 





Chaplin; dir. Michel Deville. Two women 
tire of their men and set off together on 
travels through the South of France. Mono, 
subtitled. (NR) 97 min. VHS only, $79.95. 
New Yorker. 


With Honors 

1994. Joe Pesci, Brendan Fraser, Moira 
Kelly; dir. Alek Keshishian. The Piano done 
as a campus movie: Homeless street phil- 
osopher gives back student thesis one page 
at a time in return for favors. Surround. 
(PG-13) 101 min. VHS priced for rental. 
LD $34.98. Warner. 


LASERDISCS 


The Eyes of Laura Mars 

1978. Faye Dunaway, Tommy Lee Jones; 
dir. Irvin Kershner. w. John Carpenter and 
David Zelag Goodman. Anti-feminist slash- 
er flic, or deconstructionist analysis of 
voyeurism as seen in similar movies of the 
period? See it and decide. (R) 103 min. LD 
letterboxed $34.95. Columbia TriStar. 


It Came From Beneath the Sea/ 

20 Million Miles to Earth 

1955/57. Kenneth Tobey, Faith Domergue, 
William Hopper; dirs. Robert Gordon (Sea), 
Nathan Duran (Earth). A giant octopus 
attacking San Francisco and a Venusian 
space monster running wild in Rome are two 
of the creations of Ray Harryhausen in this 
cheesey double bill starring his great special 
effects. Includes production essays. Mono. 
(NR) 161 min. Four sides, two CAV. LD 
$59.95. Columbia TriStar. 


continued on page 102 





By Josef Krebs 





Rush 
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hen was the last time you heard that a mail order firm 
ye offers more than great prices? With lightning fast 

delivery, extensive tech support and a sales staff that 
knows what they’re talking about, ELEC TRQ WORKS has 


become a leader in our industry. If you want up-to-the-minute 
information on what's new or need to know how to hook up your 
new VCR the staff at ELEC TRQ WORKS is ready to take 
care of you. 


ELECTRO WORKS will never “Bait and Switch” you and 


you'll never get any bull. You will get the best brand name mer- 
chandise at the lowest prices and that’s a promise. Call us now 
and find out how easy it is to order by phone and still get the 
best price and the best service on the electronics you want. 


ELECTRO WORKS. no one does it better... | 


Cy aye) On“) a te ee me 
= 4 ey eee a, / bm, 4 
24 Hour Fax: 1-908 651-0331 ¢ Tech Support: 1-908 651-8400 


All items sold include all mfrs. factory packed accs. & USA warranties. Absolutely no “Gray Market” items. We 
F-Yolol-10)@-\1 must-|(e] mmol k-10 1] Mmor-lcol-M- (gle MOM OM BM- laa lele-lolellicolar-lixeigt-lge|-wam @r-l| Mell |aace)|Mie-i-lla(-mclelaror-\Vaeom mig lol-\ amen 6 10 -V\1 ies 
8:00 PM EST. Visit our SUPERSTORE at: 545 Highway 18, East Brunswick, NJ 08816. 


¢ AT & T e TOSHIBA ¢ PHILIPS ¢ CANON ¢ HITACHI ¢ AIWA * BROTHER ¢ CWD ¢ MINOLTA ¢ VIDEONICS e JBL « SIMA « 
¢ GE « BOGEN ¢ ADVENT ¢ GO VIDEO « SHARP « ONKYO « STEADICAM « PAL * MULTI-SYSTEM ¢ HITACHI ¢ AIWA ¢ RCA 


¢ BLAUPUNKT ¢ FUJI ¢ MTX ¢ ATLANTIC ¢ PIONEER LASER KARAOKE ¢ DENON e« 


Circle 30 on Reader Service Card. 














ES1000 


*12X ZOOM 
“OPTICAL EIS 

¢ GANON OPTICS 

* 140 PIX COLOR VI 
«5 MODE PROGRAM 


AE 
* 64 ZONE AUTO 
WHITE 
ox aA 
ES-500 
¢ COLOR VIEW 
¢ HI-Fl STEREO 


* BUILT-IN VIDEO LIGHT ® 


* PROGRAM AE 
*0 LUX RATED | 
*0,7X WIDE ADAPTER 


GR-SZ7 

* 100X ZOOM 

I] © COLOR VIEW 
| * DIGITAL 





| EFFECTS = 
I] * 570,000 PIXEL inn 











EXTENDED SERVICE PLAN 


IMAGE STABILIZATION 


ES800 

* 12x ZOOM 

* COLOR 
VIEWFINDER 

* CANON OPTICS 
e OPTICAL EIS 

* BUILT-IN VIDEO 
LIGHT 

¢0 LUX 


) DEALER 
ES750 


* 12X ZOOM 

¢ CANON 
OPTICS 

* OPTICAL EIS 

¢ BUILT-IN VIDEO 
LIGHT 

° 0 LUX 


py hl acme DEALER 


GR-AX70 
* PROGRAM AE 
* COLOR VIEW 
* 12X ZOOM 
*TITLER 

* S-VHS 


UTHORIZED 
DEALER 


GR-SV3 

* 3” COLOR VIEW 

* INSTANT RESHOOT 
* 3:1 X ZOOM 


¢ OPTIONAL TV TUNER 


VM-E58A 


*¢24X1 ZOOM 

*1LUX 

¢ DIGITAL EIS 

« COLOR 
VIEWFINDER 

* CHARACTER 
GENERATOR 


Prices to low 
advertise 


VM-H74A 


° 24X1 ZOOM Fli 
+ 2 LUX 

* EIS STABILIZER 

* COLOR VIEWFINDER 
* INSTANT ZOOM 

° . STERE 


° 24X1 ZOOM 

2 LUX 

¢ COLOR VIEW 

¢ HI-FI STEREO 

* CHARACTER 
Serena 


to 


VM-H39A FEI 


* 16X1ZOOM 

¢ 470,000 PIXELS 

¢ CHARACTER 
GENERATOR 

2 LUX 

* DIGITAL EIS 

* COLOR VIEWFINDER 


VM-E56A 


* 24X1 ZOOM 

«1 LUX 

* COLOR VIEWFINDER 
* HI-Fl STEREO 

¢ BUILT-IN WIDE ANGLE 


VM-H38A 


* 16X1ZOOM 

* 470,000 PIXELS 
*2 LUX 

* DIGITAL EIS 

* CHARACTER 
GENERATOR 


Fel 


Prices to low to advertise 


VL-H410U 
* 16 X 1 ZOOM 
* 4” COLOR VIEWFINDER 
* 16:9 WIDE SCREEN 
* DIGITAL,EFFECTS 


¢ 12:1 ZOOM 

7 PROGRAM AE 

¢ 1/10,000 SHUTTER 
¢ COLOR VIEW 

¢1 LUX 


EXTENDED SERVICE PLAN 


VL-ES6 
*8 X 1 ZOOM 
* NEURO AE 
* 16:9 WIDE SCREEN 
* DIGITAL EFFECTS 


RETURN OR EXCHANGE MAY BE MADE WITHIN 10 DAYS AFTER PRIOR AUTHORIZATION. ALL RETURNED MERCHANDISE MUST BE IN ORIGINAL NEW CONDITION AND INCLUDE BLANK 
QUANTITIES. THIS AD VALID FOR MONTH OF ISSUE. NOT REPSONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS CUSTOMER SERVICE MON-FRI 10AM-5PM E.S.T. 212-825-1723 
















JOIN US FOR THE GRAND OPENING OF OUR 15,000 SQ.FT. COMPUTER/VIDEO SUPERSTORE 
_ COMING JANUARY hg AT 445 STH AVE des NEW YORK. alae FOR IT!!! g 


byy. 



















| * DIGITAL = os Pen 
STILL/STROBE H “ ae AC/DC CHARGER 


* 10:1 ZOOM 


AG-195 





RECONDITIONER *® DC QUICKCHARGER 










| PV-54 


*12X1 ZOOM PRO EDIT4 °° °¥~=PRO EDIT 5 































AG-3 =a * HI-FI STEREO 
rae er, I] * COLOR DIGITAL FADE 
| 7 Yel Hl -1.LUux 
| PV-1Q404 
* 12:1 POWER ZOOM 
ESP AVAILABLE NEW FX-L 
oe | bergen COLORWRITER 
WJ-AVE7 = I] + FLYING ERASE HEAD 
WITH 2 PIP 


PV-2201 
2 HEADS ' 
RAPID TUNE | SCREENWRITER. 


V-4401 


i}° 4 HEADS 
¢ RAPID TUNE 











WJ-MX30 


New for ‘9/7 








AG-1970 
| S-VHS EDITOR | [PEGS COLOR VIEW EIS 





PVS-760 30X SVHS .......cccsssccecetesccesserss 
PV-910 COLOR VIEW VHG........:sscceseeee 
PV QOG TAMERS caiicccrssvecuarvensravescontecenccose 







AG-W1 









HITACH! cm 


VY- 170/300 
VIDEO PRINTE®. © 





HRS-6900 
* DA 4 HEAD 

* HI-FI STEREO 
* JOG SHUTTLE 
* ASSEMBLE EDITING 


JXT-88 

* 10 PAGES OF 
MEMORY 

* 8 DIFFERENT 

}| COLORS 

ai I) *4 CHARACTER 

SIZES 


|| JXSV55 
* 16 WIPES/8 COLORS 
* ENHANCER 






APT-200 Pa 
oS 


CZ-200A..... 
































seen , HR-VP412 CABLEBOX “A 0- ane 


TR LENSE KIT.. 
AF FILTER KIT.. 








FREE 4 | 
COLOR CATALOG =. 


3DS. A MINIMUM 5% RE-STOCKING FEE MAY APPLY. SHIP 4 B & HANDLING NON- 















| AVer | 


ADDA Technologies, Inc. 


VGA-AVer Pro overlay card lets you mix Video and VGA graphics 
to create dynamic, broadcast quality titles and graphics. 
Bundled with the top rated Deputy CG Junior software, you can 
create incredible titles with gorgeous Anti-Aliased Fonts, create 
your own fonts, import frame images and computer graphics 
and then mix in your own video footage. VGA-AVer Pro card is 
SVHS/Hi8 compatible with 1 meg RAM and $499° 0 


advanced flicker stabilization. 


H AVer Video Producer turns your computer into a complete 
digital effects generator with integrated titling and graphics. All 
the great features of the VGA AVer Pro, plus display two video 
sources on screen and create dissolves and video-to-video 

HM wipes in hundreds of patterns. Video can be scaled to fit into 
a graphics window anywhere on the screen. Digital frame 
buffer allows you to perform freeze frame effects and create 


gradient, colored and textured $4595°° 


masks for even greater looking effects. 


xtac TOMORROW 


lall§ 


3 


Portland WashDC 


Multiple Live A/B Wipe 


=GVP) essons Suns Duss 3 


Truly integrated video editing, 2D & 3D titling, and effects 
in one easy to use, well documented package. Custom- 
modified Video Director lets you edit from any Control L 
camcorder and Curtain Call lets you add titles, fades, 
wipes, graphics and animation with the click of the 
mouse. G-lock VGA+ broadcast quality display sag9g°° 
card with 1MB RAM and advanced flicker stabilization. 
<a nsinntianseiisiaistaasenalieeeiebcnidiniaasitssaiaaasaiiaetetertsions 
Also available: CG Suite Pro-Award winnin Ss, 

G-lock VGA+ card with customized eaneaine aso” 
titling and graphics software 


M SPECIAL OFFER: 
Buy the GVP Personal Suite Plus and custom 
modified Prime Time software 


VIDICRAFT 


PRO SW Wire 
4X4MATR 





*Digital 4x4 matrix 
routes any one of 
4 inputs to any or 
all 4 outputs 


¢Preselect separate 
stereo audio or video switching or $ 
route audio and video together 
Combine multiple switchers to expand in/out capability 


PowerMax Pulse-Charge 
Reconditions and quick charges 
two 6V batteries in one cycle. 
Fastest charge with built in 
overcharge protection! AC/DC 


SOLIDEX « Cellular Phone Accessory Kit 
Complete package includes 

high capacity NiCad battery, 

battery eliminator (provides 

unlimited talk time while 


Cellular, Phone/Battery 
Quick Charger with reconaitioner 
Charges cellular phone with battery plus a 
spare battery simultaneously! Available for 
all popular models. 














OHDOT OUT 


continued from page 53 


lack of detail compared to the best of 
the other sets. I found it a little difficult 
to calibrate, because the brightness and 
contrast levels would change when the 
picture control menu was onscreen. 

The set has three special sound 
modes: stereo simulation, music and 
movie surround. It has a front 
video/stereo audio input, but lacks a 
video/fixed-level audio output. The 
sound is terrific. The set plays very loud 
without distorting. However, the sur- 
round modes are very bright and phasey 
sounding. 


JVC AV-31BX5 

The AV-31BX5 suffered from a soft 
picture, the same malady as the Hitachi 
set. “The JVC and Hitachi sets don’t 
seem to have the resolution of the oth- 
ers,” commented Beacham. Most pan- 
elists felt its color rendition wasn’t as 
accurate as the Hitachi’s (or several 
other sets), and that it didn’t do as well 
as the best sets. “It seems to have a 
problem handling different average pic- 
ture levels,” Liebe noted. It was the on- 
ly set that displayed a noticeable DC 
restoration problem. White areas some- 
times created horizontal smears, be- 
cause the set has difficulty shifting from 
high to low signal levels as the electron 
guns scan across the screen. A notch 
filter can be switched on to eliminate 
dot crawl, but it slightly compromises 
detail. 

At $1,600, the set is a little more ex- 
pensive than average, probably because 
of its extensive feature package. In ad- 
dition to the jacks noted above, it offers 
two RF inputs, a front video/stereo au- 
dio input and AV CompuLink connec- 
tions for automated operation when 
connected to other JVC components. It 
also has infrared cordless headphones 
that can listen to audio from the main 
picture or the PIP inset, independent of 
the audio selected on the TV speakers. 

The speaker connectors can be 
switched for connecting external front 
speakers or surround speakers, and 
there’s a “live effex” expanded stereo 
mode. The sound is a little better than 
average, and the rear-speaker surround 
and live effex modes are pleasing. 


MAGNAVOX TP3290B 

The TP3290B surprised us with its 
outstanding picture. In color rendition, 
it was equaled only by the Mitsubishi. 
The greens were a little accentuated, 
making outdoor scenes with trees and 
grass look especially vivid. The detail 





was terrific, surpassed only by the Pana- 
sonic. On the negative side, the set suf- 
fered from slight power-supply interfer- 
ence, creating a very faint, translucent 
vertical line on the left side. It was also 
a little noisy, but the noise was invisible 
at distances greater than six feet. 

The TP3290B has the coolest spe- 
cial feature of any TV in the test—a re- 
mote locator sends a radio signal to the 
remote when the set is on, causing the 
remote to beep so you can find it. It al- 
so has automatic volume leveling, to 
preset a maximum volume level and 
prevent loud commercials from blasting 
you off the sofa. Braithwaite loved the 
fact that you can turn off the onscreen 
volume indicator. “I’ve been asking for 
this for years,” he said. The set is a little 
short on inputs, though. There’s just 
one set, and no video/fixed-level audio 
output. 

With such a great picture, it’s a 
shame the sound on the TP3290B is so 
poor. It offers the lowest maximum vol- 
ume of all the sets, even with the vol- 
ume leveling turned off. The speakers 
sound harsh and thin, and distort when 
the volume is in the top third of the 
scale. It’s also the only set with no bass 
and treble controls. Worst of all, sound 
from the tuner leaks into the speakers 
when the A/V input is in use. Get an 
external sound system, and the 
TP3290B will be a terrific set to base a 
home theater around. 


MITSUBISHI CS-31303 

Most panelists picked this set as 
having the most accurate color. At its 
middle color temperature, it tracked 
quite well, producing consistently good 
color on all the discs we tried. However, 
its color tends to oversaturate, even 
when turned way down. Fleshtones 
sometimes bleed and reds bloom out- 
side their boundaries. Turning the color 
down far enough to prevent this made 
the set look a little monochromatic. 
But it still wooed the judges with a very 
detailed picture and plenty of depth, al- 
though a couple considered the picture 
slightly noisier than average. 

The CS-31303 has only one A/V 
input, and no variable-level audio out- 
put. But it has one ingenious feature: 
You can set it so that hitting the mute 
button brings up the closed captions. It 
also has variable-speed replay of a short 
video segment in the PIP window. 

It has a stereo simulation mode and 
one expanded stereo (hall) mode, al- 
though the sound is pretty harsh. 
There’s little bass, and the tiny front- 
firing speakers sound like they came 
from a pocket radio. However, the hall 
surround mode creates some sonic 
depth. Overall, the panelists considered 

continued on page 84 
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WE KNOW 
OUR STUFF 


staff of courteous, informative, 
sales professionals 
De TIER 


WE ARE HERE 
TO SOLVE YOUR 
PROBLEMS 


from hook-up to operation 








VISA 















Video Titler 
















Ultimate 


10 DAY MONEY Production 
Center 





BACK 30 DAY 













TECHNICAL 
ADVICE HOTLINE 


Features 4 type sizes, 8 page memory, 
scroll and zoom in/out. Plus, it works with 
all formats including S-VHS! AC/DC 


Also Available: 








call Phil or Gary 





SPL 


FX-L 
Video Ed/it 
Automatic Control L Editor & Special 


wipes plus audio mixing. Preprogram an Edit 


Decision List with up to 23 scenes.The on- cuts or fade to black between» Audio Mixer 


screen display lists the in and out points, scenes. Dual IR control of both 
the special effects that have been selected playback & record deck makes fe 


and the elapsed time of your video. Perform editing a breeze. Edit your video 
clean cut assembly edits or one scene at a time while using 


choose exciting wipe $299" the built in audio mixer to create 


patterns in 8 colors. an exciting soundtrack. 


Includes stereo audio 
mixer, mic, and Y/C for S-VHS/Hi8. $44q4g9°° 








No memory batteries offer a full charge everytime! Carefree- 








Compact JXSV55 


JXS300 Remote Control S-VHS A/V Switcher (3in/3out) 


516-759-1943 SALE $419 6: 1449) JXS700 Deluxe Remote Control S-VHS A/V Switcher (7in/4out) 


960 lines resolution & 2 signal paths. 








¢ Picture-in-picture Combine 2 video sources 
by adding full motion or still PIP 
° Freeze Frame 


Effects Generator for under *300 4 rae * Strobe High, medium & low speeds 

IR Auto Ed/it * Multiscreen Display 4 or 9 still frames on one 
The SFX-L automatically edits your home Cniversal Eettor Worse nip screen. PLUS any 1 frame can be in full motion 
videos with professional color fades and Automatic InfraRed Editor lets * Mosaic 2 sizes & POS/NEG 


you perform glitch free straight ¢ Paint Dramatic color posterization 





NoMEM Camcorder Battery Belt Packs 
with LED Indicators 
LED65- 6.5AH Runs camcorder approx. 5 hrs. 


No Worry!! Available for all major LED100- 10AH Runs camcorder approx. 7 hrs. 
brands. Call with your model #. (reg °49%) Also available: LAG5- 6.5AH 12v 


= AJAZDEN 














your camcorder's audio. 

















Now you can use two wireless mics at the same time! Ha il ht 
The new Azden WR2PRO two channel receiver automatically mixes 250" ae A 
the sound from both mics. Let us design the perfect two mic e 
system for your needs. Complete systems 


$ g° 
including WR2PRO and two wireless mics. 399°: up. 14 








Mic Mixer 
. Record and mix 
sound from 3 | 
sources, while 
shooting! Connect 
2 mics plus 5 
background music to sages CAM3 
a: Professional 


WHXPRO-Wireless 
F ; $ 
WR2PRO receiver *FBQ"’ Handheld VHF Pro Mic System 
















Circle 32 on Reader Service Card. 


nage 


Professional 
Digital Effects 


TRADE-IN The only production center that combines: SALE $ 00 
GUARANTEE IXT66 * SPECIAL EFFECTS GENERATOR 399 
POLICY * HI Fl STEREO AUDIO MIXER 
The lowest priced titler ever offered! ¢ SVHS COLOR PROCESSOR all in one easy to use unit! 
















enerator 
SFX5 



































(reg $349) 





‘249” 
agg” 


THE VIDEO EDITING & PRODUCTION EXPERTS 


a 800-323-2325 1984-1994 


<a 10-12 Charles St, Glen Cove, NY 11542 FAX 516-671-3092 





Features new modern 
design with titanium 
finish. Includes ultra- 
smooth fluid pan 
head, gear drive & 
positive elevation 
center column. 
Height-59” 


sag” 


SUNPAK 


Cordless VideoLight 
with Auto Sensor, 
Zoom & Tilt Head. 
Includes battery & 


charger $695 
$295 


RL-20 
compact 
videolight 










Now Toll-Free in Canada 


S-VHS/Hi8 
Color Titler 


The world's easiest to use color titler! 
Generates its own title screens for quick 
& easy title creation. * 8 colors/4 sizes 
© 10 pages memory * Fade in/out & 
Scroll title * Standard size keypad 


























(reg $249) 


























Remote 
Control 
Auto 
Pan/Tilt 
Head 







AP-200W 











LED65 


569° zoom & record/pause of Sony, JVC, Hitachi & 
Canon camcorders. Powered by $ 00 

$ggQ*5 6v battery (not included). 1 49 

$695 Optional 20 ft remote sensor cord $4 9” 





Mount your camcorder on Sunpak’s. pan head, 
place on tripod & get in the action with everyone 
else! Infra-red signal controls pan & tilt plus lens 



































De etd 












* 








ECZ990 


_ Zoom 
Microphone 
Picks up sound 
in front without 

side noises. 

2 position 

zoom/wide 

angle. 


sALex6Q™ 
NEW! 





HS7V 


Headset 
Boom Mic 


Add narration 
as you're 
video taping! 
Monitor 
camcorder 
audio. 


sae’ 9” 


















SUNPAK 


MEMORY-FREE © 















Lifetime Warranty 


Nicad Battery with 
3 stage LED 


Ultra-high 
capacity 
(2700mAh) 
provides up 
to 2.5 hrs. 
for 8mm 
and VHS-C 
camcorders 
from Sony, 
Pana, JVC, 
and Sharp. 


RB-80UL 


$69 






































“Pied adiasas sepeay uO EF 219119 


A-1 Digital 


© DIGITAL SIGNAL PROCESSING 

AUTO TRACKING FOCUS 
/BACKLIGHTING CONTROL 

TRUE TO LIFE AFM Hi-Fi 
STEREO SOUND 


Optical image Stabilizer 
Pop-Up Video Light 
© 12x Power Zoom 
©2 Lux Low Light 
Character Generator 


CALL FOR PRICE 


12 


© 15x POWER ZOOM 
© Hi-BAND 8MM 
RC TIME CODE 


Authorized Dealer 


Optical image Stabilizer 
24x Digital Zoom 
* Digital Signal Processing 
Hi-Fi Stereo Sound 
Unique Ultra-Compact Style 





8mm CAMCORDERS 
R-16 Hi-Fi Stereo Call 
R17 ELS/ CVF Call 
R-18H ELS. 10x Zoom Call 


Authorized Dealer 


VHS CAMCORDERS 

VL-L390U = 12X Zoom 
VL-L63U* = Under 1 Lux 
8mm CAMCORDERS 

12x Power Zoom Call 
VL-E30 3 Monitor Viewcam Call 
VL-E40 4 Monitor Viewcam Call 
VL-HL100 —_Hi-8 4" Monitor Call 


VL-NI 


EDITORS 


Call for Prices 


CALL FOR PRICE 


VHS-C CAMCORDERS 
GR-AX25 10x Power Zoom 
GR-AX35 Assemble Edit 
GR-AX55 10x Power Zoom 
GR-AX75 §—.LS. 

GR-AM7Pro 11x Zoom 

GR-SZ1 Super VHS-C 
VIDEO RECORDERS 

HR-J200 Multi remote 

HR-J400 = 4Head 

HR-J404 = 4 Head/VCR+ 

HR-J600 4 Head/Hi-Fi 

HR-VP604 VCR+ 

HR-VP606  VCR++ 

HR-VP700 Flying Erase Head 

S-VHS VCR's 
HR-S 4900 Hi-Fi/VCR+ 
HR-S S-VHS/VCR+ 
Authorized Dealer 


EDITORS 

Video Edit Mal 
Thumbs Up Editor 
Video Equaliz 


Authorized Dealer 
Call for Prices 


Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 


Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 


Call 
Call 


inquiries and Customer Service 


@& U.S. & CANADA (215) 889-7358- 


1-800-477-002 
CALL TOLL FREE FAX (215) 647-5830 


WORLD’S LARGEST PHOTO AND VIDEO CAMCORDER DEALER! 


Valley Forge Philadelphia Oxford Valley 
Best Plaza by the Music Fair 1104 Chestnut St. Oxford Point Shopping Center 
202 to Devon Exit Phila., PA 19107 Rt. 1 & Oxford Valley Road 
260 West Swedesford Rd, 11th & Chestnut Sts. 110 Lincoln Highway 
Berwyn, PA 19312 Park Free (10th & Ludlow) Fairless Hills, PA 19030 
215-889-3960 215-627-9580 215-949-1086 
Hours: 10-8, Sun. 12-5 Hours: 10-7 Hours: 10-8, Sun, 12-5 


*HI-SPEED SHUTTER 


8X ZOOM 
*2 LUX LOW LIGHT 
RECORDING 


Authorized Dealer 


*10X POWER ZOOM 

* 2 LUX LOW LIGHT 
RECORDING 

* COMPACT TAPES CAN BE 
PLAYED ON VHS VCR 


8mm CAMCORDERS 
Pro 808 = &x Zoom Call 
Pro 830 = 10x Zoom Call 
Pro840 = 12x Zoom Call 
Pro8a3HB Hi-Band Call 
Pro930 = E..S/16xZoom+ — Call 
VHS CAMCORDERS 
12x Zoom Call 
100x Zoom Call 
16x Zoom Call 


CC-412 
CC-540 
CC-507 


8mm CAMCORDERS 
VM-ES3A 16x Zoom/1 Lux 
VM-ESSA — 16x Zoom/E.L.S. 
VM-HSTA —Hi-8/E.1.S. 
VMH-38A —Hi-Band 
VM-H39A_—Hi-8 w/case/light 
VM-SPIA Water Resistant 

VHS CAMCORDERS 
VM-1600A 12x Power Zoom 
VM-2600A 24x Digital Zoom 
VM-S8200A Super VHS 


VHS CAMCORDERS 


20x Zoom 

10x Zoom 

10x Zoom/Hi-Fi 
Color VF 
ELLS/CVF 

12x Zoom 

1 Lux 


VHS RECORDERS 


CAMCORDERS 
10x Zoom 
12x Zoom 
Color EVF 
Hi-FVE.L.S, 
Color EVF 
20x ZoomVE.l.S. 
Hi-FVE.LS/CEVF 
S-VHS/Hi-Fi 
S-VHS/Hi-Fi 
12x Zoom 
12x Zoom/CEVF 
12x Zoom 


VIDEO RECORDERS 


VR-319 
VR-501 
VR-526A 
VR-601HF 
VR-G58HF 
VR-662HF 
VR-664HF 
VR-G67HF 
VR-720HF 
VR-SO0HF 


Autorized Dealer 


SX-T88 
SX-SV55 
JX-S300 
JX-S700 
CG-V60 


Authorized Dealer 
Call for Prices 


12x Zoom 
30x Zoom 
S-VHS 

Industrial 
Industrial 


VH-435 
VH-434 


Hi-FVCR+ Call 
4 Head Hi-Fi Call 
VH-430 = 4 Head Call 
VH-230 = _2Head Call 


2Head Authorized Dealer 


4Head 
Built-in VCR+ 
4 Head Hi-Fi 
Front A/V 

4 Head Hi-Fi 
Built-in VCR+ 
Hi-F/VCR++ 
S-VHS 
&mm/VCR+ 


VHS RECORDERS 
VI-MI71A Quick Start Call 
VT-M270A 4Head Call 
VT-M272A VCR+ Call 
VI-FIM0A 4 Head Hi-Fi Call ‘ VIDEO RECORDERS 
VT-F372A 4 Head Hi-Fi Call ei 2Head 
VT-S772A_—S-VHS/SHead Call 4Head 
VCR+ 
VCR+H+ 
4Head/Hi-Fi 
Hi-FYVCR+ 
Hi-F/VCR++ 
S-VHS 
Flying Erase Head 
S-VHS/Hi-Fi 
Industrial 


Hi-8eStableShot™ Call 
Color Viewfinder Call 
StableShot™ Call 


RECEIVERS 


Mini/Micro Component Systems 
Live Surround Call 
77 Watts p/chan = Call 
8+1 Disc Call 
+1 Disc Call 
Top of the Line Call 
AM/FM/CD/Cass. Call 
White Cabinet Call 
Sat. Spkr. Syst. Call 
100 Disc Changer 
RECEIVERS 

RX-1050 VTN. 

RX-805 VTN.. 

RX-809 VTN.. 

RX-709 VTN.. 

CASSETTE DECKS 


CD PLAYERS 


EDITORS 
Video Titler 
Video Editor 
AN Selecter 
AN Selecter 
Char. Generator 


VIDEO ACCESSORIES 
WMS-Pro ECM-111 ECZ990 
WMX-Pro WR2-Pro Hs-7V 
© AVS-20.. witcher 
* AVS-10.. 
© VE-100.. = 

Authorized Dealer 
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this set a great value at $1,200 but, 
again, only if used with an external 
sound system. 


PANASONIC CT-31XF50 

We expected this expensive set 
($2,400) to beat up the competition 
badly, after our positive response to it in 
our June “Videotest.” And, while it 
didn’t lap the field, it did emerge as one 
of the favorites. Like other Panasonic 
Gaoo sets, the CT-31XF50 produces an 
almost incomparably detailed image 
with a nearly 3-D look. And like other 
Gaoos, its color balance is too blue. The 
CT-31XF50’s color looked idiosyncratic 
compared to most of the other sets. “It 
has a problem with reds,” Liebe said. “It 
doesn’t seem to differentiate between 
shades.” Panelists also faulted the dark- 
ly tinted screen for slightly oversaturat- 
ing colors and creating a somewhat dim 
look, but generally enjoyed the picture. 

The CT-31XF50 packs a load of fea- 
tures. It has cordless headphones simi- 
lar to those that come with the JVC. 
There’s an integral Dolby Pro-Logic de- 
coder, amps for surround speakers, a 
dual-tuner PIP (so you don’t have to 
hook up a VCR to watch two channels 
at once), and an onscreen, eight-band 
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Houston, TX 77090 
1-800-386-7862 
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graphic equalizer. Along with the jacks 
noted above, there’s an extra RF input 
with a loop-through output for con- 
necting a cable box, an S-video jack on 
input 2, and a front S-video/video/ 
stereo audio input with an extra video/ 
stereo audio input on the rear connect- 
ed in parallel. 

The sound is terrific, in straight 
stereo or when using Dolby Pro-Logic. 
The set plays very loudly without dis- 
tortion or harshness. It’s also the only 
set with an outstanding Y/C separator 
that produced almost no dot crawl. Al- 
though the set’s expensive, its awesome 
feature package, great sound and solid 
picture make it a solid contender in its 
class. 


PROTON VT-339 

Our August “Videotest” of the VT- 
339 noted a greenish cast that couldn't 
be dialed out with the controls in the 
set’s menu system. The same greenish 
cast seriously bothered all but one of 
the panelists. Only Braithwaite selected 
the VT-339 as a favorite. 

The greenish cast is a result of poor 
factory setup. It can’t be banished even 
by turning the tint control far into the 
red, which throws the reds off. It’s a 
shame, too, because the VJ-339’s pic- 
ture is otherwise quite good, with excel- 
lent detail and depth. Pinkwas noticed 
that the VT-339 was the only one of the 
sets with a bezel (the beveled area sur- 
rounding the picture) wide enough to 
pick up distracting reflections from the 
picture. However, a notch filter elimi- 
nates dot crawl. 

Proton now has a program with the 
Imaging Science Foundation (see last 
month’s “Home Theater”) to calibrate 
its TVs to NTSC standards at the facto- 
ry for an extra $150. With such calibra- 
tion, the VT-339 would probably be a 
terrific set. 

The sound is not as good as we 
would expect from a $2,400 set. There 
are no rear-speaker amps, and only a 
few simple, not terribly appealing, sur- 
round sound modes. The speakers are 
at best average, although the switch- 
able subwoofer helps. The features are a 
little spartan for the price. There’s no 
universal remote, and the surround 
sound is primitive, although it has a 
front S-video/video/stereo audio input, 
S-video jacks for A/V input 2 and the 
A/V output, and a headphone jack. 
With some work, the VTI-339 could 
rank among the best direct-view sets 
available. Maybe next year. 


SAMSUNG TXC3135 
After watching a Samsung 27-inch 
set bring up the rear in our “27-inch Su- 


per Bowl,” we didn’t expect much from 
the TXC3135. But we were wrong. All 
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the panelists picked it as a favorite, and 
all were stunned when the set’s brand 
and price were revealed. The picture 
had a slight bluish cast, but was other- 
wise impressive, with good depth and 
detail, and better-than-average track- 
ing. 
Some panelists noted a slight moire, 
which caused vague curved lines, invis- 
ible at a normal viewing distance, to ap- 
pear near the top of the picture. Also, 
the onscreen menus threw off the pic- 
ture settings, making the set difficult to 
calibrate. You don’t get something for 
nothing, though, and the TXC3135 
doesn’t deliver much in the way of fea- 
tures. It’s the only set without picture- 
in-picture, but there is a front 
video/stereo audio input. The sound is 
surprisingly good—very full and 
smooth, even at a high volume. 

Despite its lack of features, the 
TXC3135 is the sleeper of the test. 
While the Samsung name is far from 
being a videophile favorite, it seems to 
be well on its way. 


SONY KV-32V15 

Sony is best-known for its top-of- 
the-line XBR sets, but it gambled by 
sending the KV-32V15, a midline V-se- 
ries model. Last time, the gamble didn’t 
pay off. Sony sent a V-series set to the 
“27-inch Super Bowl” and was sacked 
by the superior Panasonic and ProScan 
sets. This time, the strategy worked. 
The $1,450 KV-32V15 easily ranked 
among the best performers, even 
though some sets cost much morte. “It’s 
my favorite,” Applegath said. “It has 
the best balance, the most perfect scan, 
and great detail and color accuracy.” 

Indeed, a crosshatch pattern 
showed its overscan to be practically 
perfect. Also, the KV-32V15 had the 
most even brightness by far. The other 
sets’ corners looked dim in comparison. 
The KV-32V15’s single flaw is that, like 
the Panasonic, it has a problem render- 
ing reds realistically. It frequently got 
the shades wrong. It has no video/fixed- 
level audio output, but it has a front 
video/stereo audio input and Control S 
inputs and outputs for relaying remote 
control commands to and from other 
Sony gear. And there’s a cable mouse, 
like the ones on many Sony VCRs, a lit- 
tle infrared emitter that lets you control 
the cable box with the TV’s remote, 
even if the box is hidden away. 

Given the great picture, the sound 
was a little disappointing. It wasn’t 
much better than on my Sony 20-inch 
set. The speakers sounded a bit thin, 
and the single expanded stereo mode 
wasn’t especially pleasing. Still, the KV- 
32V15 is one of the best sets we tested, 
and comes in at a very reasonable price 
for the performance offered. 
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TOSHIBA CN32D90 

The CN32D90 performed on a par 
with the Hitachi set. It was quite com- 
petent, although not outstanding. “It’s a 
good picture on its own terms,” 
Pinkwas said, noting the strong color 
and detail. While only one judge felt 
the picture looked soft, several com- 
plained about the color rendition, 
which frequently looked a bit muted, 
and sometimes shifted slightly to green. 
But it led the pack on some black-and- 
white material and on movie credits 
(white text on a black background). 
“The Toshiba holds a black like no oth- 
er,” Braithwaite enthused. 

The set gave us our first look at To- 
shiba’s new FST Perfect picture tube, 
which is being introduced in a quartet 
of Toshiba sets this year. The tubes have 
a flatter surface than Toshiba’s familiar 
FST tubes and a wider viewing angle 
with less distortion and fewer room re- 
flections. 

Toshiba also leads when it comes to 
sonic convenience. It’s one of the few 
manufacturers that provides surround 
speakers with any of its TVs. The 
CN32D90 also comes with a front S- 
video/video/stereo audio input, an extra 
RF input with a loop-through output, 
connectors for external main and sur- 
round speakers, a separate PIP audio 
output, an illuminated remote, a sepa- 
rate simplified remote and several sur- 
round modes (Dolby Surround, theater, 
stadium, night club and concert hall). 

The sound is great. The switchable 
subwoofer adds lots of bass, and is espe- 
cially appropriate for action movies. 
The surround modes are nice. We en- 
joyed using them for music videos, be- 
cause they help overcome the lack of 
depth in internal TV speakers. The 
CN32D90 is a good TV in terms of pic- 
ture, and its feature package is very at- 
tractive, especially if you don’t plan on 
using an external sound system. rT 








NATURAL BORN 


continued from page 54 


video source. Just freeze the image in 
memory, then print. Contact: Sansui 
USA, 201-460-9710. 

e 


Finally there’s a satellite receiving sys- 
tem that won't give Santa a hernia. The 
RCA DSS systems, $699 and $899, 
employ a light metal- or glass-reinforced 
plastic dish about the size of a birdbath, 
and a standard component-sized receiv- 
er. Still, these babies pick up 175 digi- 
tized channels with high-grade picture 
and audio resolution. Our major con- 
cern: can the North Pole pump out 


continued on page 92 














NTECRT VALUE. 


INNOVatIONECONOMY 


__ SERVIC 


Why New West Electronics? WE PROUDLY FEATURE: 
PANASONIC « SONY « HITACHI - TOSHIBA « JVC 


PIONEER - RCA + CANON: SHARP - INFINITY 
enough, how about free 2-day air FOSGATE + CERWIN VEGA - JBL > B&K « NADY 


HARMAN KARDON - AIWA - GOVIDEO - NRG 





Well, if the reasons above aren't 


customer service available and 
MONSTER CABLE « FUJINON - ANTON BAUER 


our non-commission sales staff VIDEONICS - SAMSON + LOWELL - TIFFEN 
AZDEN - MILLER * MAXELL + FUJI » QUASAR 


AND SEVERAL LINES THAT WE CAN'T NAME 
about. Why New West Electronics? IN PRINT. 


Because you deserve the best! ee in 
Sso=en 


CODs AND POs WELCOME 


that really know's what it's all 








CALL: MON-FRI 6:30A-6:30P SAT 7:00A-6:00P SUN 8:00A-5:00P ALL TIME PACIFIC STANDARD 





300-488-887 


Circle 38 on Reader Service Card. 





a division of Clarity Electronics LTD 4120 Guide Meridian + Bellingham, WA 98226 FAX (206)734-3314 
















West's Largest Photo & 
Video Camcorder Dealer! 


All Equipment is Brand 


Located in the Historic 
Camera World Building 
in Downtown 
Portland, Oregon 


New and Fully Guaranteed 













ORDER 7 DAYS A WEEK! 


MON- ERI: 64M-7PM SAT: 64M -6PM 
SUNDAY: 8AM - 5PM 


Mail Order Division Hours Only (PST) 





No Credit Card Surcharge! 





AUTHORIZED DEA, 
VHS 03 


* PRICES INCLUDE JVC USA WARRANTY 


MINI HI-FI STEREOS: 


VHS-C CAMCORDERS 




































Most Orders At Your Door by 3 Business Days Nationwide! 

































Ad Prices Effective Through December 10* 


's License, 


(No P.O. Box) and Telephone Number 


No Delay with 




















GR-AX30 
GR-AX37 
GR-AX70U* 
GR-AX75* 
GR-SZ1" 
GR-SZ7* 
GR-SV3" 


New! 12x Zoom 
New! Mutti-Brand Rmt. 
New! Color View. 
Dig. Image Stabiz. 
S-VHS-C * New Low Price! 
New! S-VHS-C 

New! 3" LCD Screen 
* Comes with JVC case | 





















SUPER VHS VCRs RX-815VTN Dolby® ProLogic 
HR-S5100 Hi-Fi, VCR+ | RX-715VTN Dolby® ProLogic 
HR-S6900 S-VHS, VCR+ | RX-515VTN Dolby® ProLog 
HR-S6900 New! | XL-509TN 6+1 Remote LCD 

XL-F211TN «5 CD Carousel 

VIDEO RECORDERS XL-F211TN 5 CD Carousel 
HR-J210 New! | XL-MC100 100 CD Auto Chngr 
Rvp? New! ade Vere | TO-W709TN Dual A/R Cass. 
M-vPene voRe»ogrshutae | TE MEOO TN, Dal VE Css 
HR-VP612 New! = Hi-Fi * Jog ‘ 
HR-VP618 New! 4-Hd, Hi-zi | SX°SC1VBK Center/Rear Spk 
HR-VP710 Hd, Hi-Fi. FEH | SP-XS6BK Column Speakers 

A/V SWITCHERS Min pte 
peso A select | «tal ecrang 
JX-SV55 ~—- Video Editing Process | « Large LCD displa' 





A 


Th 


ultimate in picture and sound 


' CLD-V740 _—Direct CD Play 
quality, ensuring jitter-free 5 “cj 
images and picture-perfect clar- sires por aaa play 
ity. Auto reverse, jog & shuttle CLK-Vv940 All-in One Unit 
control. = 

LASER DISC PLAYERS 

CLD-S201 Jog/Shuttle 
CLD-DM403__w/ Karaoke Mic 


CLD-503 Auto Reverse New! 
CLD-D703 Digital still 






88 


VM-ES3A 


VM-E55A Rated #1 VT-F381 4 Hd. Hi-Fi. VCR+ 
VM-ES5S6A 16x, E.1.S. VT-F382_ New! 4 Head, Hi-fi 
VM-E58A 16x, E.1.S. VT-S772A S-VHS, 5 Hd. 
VM-H57A —Hi-8, E.1.S., CLVF TV/VCR COMBO 
VM-H59A ~—Hi-8, E.1.S., CLVF 

VM-H71A — Hi8,Wthr Resist. 20VR2B 20" Monitor 





CALL FOR MORE JVC PRODUCTS! 


@ PIONEER — 
UTHORIZED DEALER # PRICES INCLUDE PIONEER USA WARR, 


Top-Ratep! 
E 




















je New CLD-D703 delivers the LASER KARAOKE 





KARAOKE MIXER 
New! | MA-3 Karaoke Adapter 


CALL FOR MORE PIONEER PRODUCTS! 





AUTHORIZED DEALER # PRICES INCLUDE HITACHI USA WARRANTY 


VHS CAMCORDERS 
VM-1700 June availability 
vM-2700 New! 12x Zoom 
VM-S8200A Super-VHS 


VM-3700 New! Color View. 





VT-M181 Easy Guide Menu 
VT-M281 4 Head 
VT-M284 New! 4 Head 


Call | VT-F380 New! 4 Head, Hi-fi 





CALL FOR MORE HITACHI PRODUCTS! 





























INTEGRITY * LOW PRICES 


66 Thank you very much for your 
help with my recent order and for the 
wonderful service and speed which I 
received my items. | will highly rec- 
ommend Camera World of Oregon 
to my friends and colleagues. 





ALLISON 


Thanks to Lisa Osta, San Francisco, CA for her letter of Sept. 8, 1994. 








TELEVISIONS 


3" to 41” 
Color Televisions 


Big Screen 
Projection TVs 


Wide Aspect 
Ratio TVs 


TV / VCR 
Combinations 





_AUTHORIZED DEALER _#_ PRICES INCLUDE SHARP USA WARRANTY 
im CAMCORDERS 
3" LCD Monitor 
4" LCD Monitor 





Hi8, Hi-Fi, 


4 
VHS CAMCORDERS 
VL-L490U 12x Zoom 
VL-LE4U 12x. W/soft case 
VL-L94 Color Viewfinder 


ASK ABOUT SHARP REBATES! 


AUTHORIZED DEALER # INCLUDES RCA USA WARRANTY 








VHS-C CAMCORDERS 
CC-190 _Digital Stabilizer 
CC-603 42x Zoom 
CC-604 12x, Color Viewfndr. 

VHS VIDEOCASSETTE 

RECORDERS 

8mm CAMCORDERS VR-327. New!  2Head 
Prog08 New! 8xzoom | vR-503 New!  4Head 
Pro 843 12xZoom | vR-538 New! 4Hd. VCR+ 
Pro845 New! Color View. | vR-603HF New! 4 Hd. Hi-Fi 
VHS CAMCORDERS VR-610HF New! 4 Hd. Hi-Fi 
cC-413. New! 12x,DSP_| VR-674HF New! Front AV 
CC-547 24x, Color View | VR-721HF New! Super VHS 


CALL FOR MORE RCA PRODUCTS! 


<A> 


With Go-Video's dual decks, 
you can copy your 8mm 
tapes to VHS at the touch 
of a button! 
Also Available: VHS-VHS Dual Deck VCRs GV-80202 
CALL FOR MORE GO-VIDEO INFORMATION & PRICES 
























Hitachi 
VM-H71A 


w/ 5 Year 
USA Warranty 










ES70 12x zoom 


Es500 Color View. 

ES750 New! 

Ess800 New! 
HI-8 CAMCORDERS 


A1 Digital Hi-8. 10x Zm. 
L2 RC Time Code 
ES1000 0.1.S., Built-in Light 


Hi-Band 8mm Camcorder CL250: 


250mm Super 
Telephoto Lens 



























* 10x VAP Lens for L2 

* Extender CL-2x 

* 3x Zoom Lens 

¢ Multi-Battery 
Charger/ 
Recharger 
(MC-100) 

+ Car Battery PR 
Charger (CB-100) 


More Canon Video 


Color Viewfinder 
Optical Image Stabilizer 
* 12x power zoom lens 
* Hi-fi stereo sound 


RC-360 RC-570 
RE-650 RP-420 
RP-733 FP-510 
RV-311 


mms CALL FOR MORE CANON PRODUCTS! 


YY VIDEONICS 





The Videonics Digital Video Mixer is a four-input Vifeo pro- 
ductions switcher, mixer, frame synchronizer/TBC (Time 
Base Corrector) and special effects generator. Broadcast 
quality video (13.5 MHz, 8-bit, 4:2:2, 4 x subcarrier oversam- 
pling) meets FCC broadcast specifications. Over 200 video 
effects, including picture-in-picture and Chroma key, 
Manual transitions using T-bar or 9 speed auto. 


TM-2000: TITLEMAKER 2000 

The Video Title maker 2000 is a technological 
breakthrough in video character generators. 
It delivers high-resolution titles in over a million 
colors with 92 font/size combinations and 36 styles. 
It holds 8000 characters on hundreds of pages, with lithium 
battery backup. Its full keyboard supports special charac- 
ters. Titlemaker 2000 has many advanced features, including 
patterns, see-through video effects, multi-directional scroll 
and crawl, fades and wipes, and much more. 
















Prices are good for Mail Order orders only (subject to suppliers price changes). Shipping and handling are extra. Returns and exchanges may be made within 14 days of receipt of merchandise with prior authorization 
only (call Customer Service for a Return Authorization Number). Non-defective merchandise returned for refund will be subject to a restocking fee: 5% if box is unopened (still sealed), 12% if box has been opened. 
































rey 


CALL TOLL FREE 





Rob-Sales Freda-Sales Dave-Sales Rick-Sales 





CUSTOMER SERVICE 


Mon-Fri: 


9am-5pm (PST) 


FAX: (503) 222-7070 





Bill-Sales 


Landon-Sales Bruce-Sales 


Allison-C.S. 


Barney-C.S. 


CS. = Customer Service 








AUTHORIZED DEALER 


Video Camcorders ° Hi-Fi Stereo Audio 
Components ° Video Cassette Recorders ° 
Walkman « Discman ° Telephones » Radios 
° TVs - 3" to Big Screen » Watchman 
Portable TVs ° Mini Hi-Fi Bookshelf Stereo 
Systems * World Band Radio Receivers « 
Mini Disc Players ° Laser Disc Players « Laser 
Karaoke ° My First Sony (For Children) 


PERSC NAL ELECTRONICS 


WALKMAN 


Discman 


DAT WALKMAN 

\BOOKSHELF STEREO SYSTEMS 
My WORLD BAND RADIOS 

CD BOOMBOXES 
TELEPHONES 

ANSWERING MACHINES 

MINI DISC RECORDER/PLAYERS 

LASER DISC PLAYERS 


WEST'S LARGEST 
VIDEO CAMCORDER 


© EOS A2E, A2 

* EOS Elan 
AUTOFOCUS SLR KITS 

Elan 28-80 USM Kit CALL 

Rebel X 35-80 Kit 324.85 

* Rebel XS 35-80 Kit 374.85 


35mm AF COMPACTS 
©2115 38-115mm Zoom 
© 228 38-85mm Zoom 
*S.S.A1  Waterprf. to 16 ft. 
More CANON Products 
in Stock + CALL 





All retuned merchandise must be in new condition and must include all packaging and printed material in original, unaltered condition. Shipping and handling charges are non-refundable. 
Some items are one per customer. All orders are subject to verification and ac Roe rier World is pot responsible for typ sania errors. ALLOW 2-6 WEEKS FOR BACK ORDERS. 
ircle on Heade = 


| Maxxum 400si 
| 2-Zoom Kit 





jj Hitachi 
@ VM-ES8A 


Most Orders At Your Door by 
3 Business Days Nationwide! 


VIDEO ACCESSORIES 


¢ MICS ¢ EDITORS ¢ BAGS « TRIPODS ° LENSES * VIDEO PROJECTORS 


y editors | 


€a TAMRON 


Still image 
projection 

on your TV 
screen without 
any further pro- 
cessing of the 
film. S-VHS, Hi8 
compatible. 
Pictures 

can be 
recorded 

on your VCR 
and edited 
into 

your videos! 


FOTOVIXTI-S 


CALL FOR PRICES & INFO 


PHOTO & VIDEO 
GADGET BAGS 


MINOLTA AF SLR BODIES 
* Maxxum 3xi 
* Maxxum Sxi ASK about: 
* Maxxum 7xi QD Mo 
* Maxxum 400si 
* Maxxum 700si 


Maxxum 400si 
Zoom Lens Kit @ 


- 400si Body 
- 35-70mm 


- 400si Body 
- 35-70mm & 70-210mm Lens 


More MINOLTA Products 


| N70 


[ lenses ‘| 


raynon 
Sl Teakimes 


Call For Bod’ Prices! 


| mies 


ao 
; i) 
=< 


* WMS-Pro 

¢ WMX-Pro. 

* ECM-111 

* WR2-Pro 

* ECZ-990 

151 VR/LT 

Wireless lav. mic 
system. 120 dB 
dynamic range. 
Up to 200 feet 
operating range 


CITIZEN 
MONITORS 

LCD COLOR 

SCREENS 


(Camcorder 
not included) 


M938, T740 





M329 Mark Il 
12V Car Adapter 


AC Adapter TV Tuner 


NIKON AF SLR BODIES 
N6006 AF CALL 
CALL 
$50 Rebate! 
CALL 


N9OS 

F4s Black 
35mm AF COMPACTS 

Zoom Touch 470 35-70Zm. 

Lite Touch Zoom New! 

One Touch 300 New! 

ME SLR BODIES 
FM-2_ Bik, Titanm., Chrome 


Ask about Nikon Rebates 
available through Sept. 31! 


More NIKON Products 








in Stock + CALL 





in ck ° CALL 


ervi 

































































w/5 Year 
USA Warranty 


PHOTO & VIDEO TRIPODS 


TUNDRA | 


6V Discharger/ 
Rapid Charger/ 
TESTER 


For 8mm & VHS-C Batteries 


* Discharges battery to 

eliminate “memory effect”. 
* Allows for 

recharging 

from the 

lighter 

receptacle in 

your car or 

from an AC 

wall outlet 


Powercombo 
Il © T700 


AUTOFOCUS SLR BODIES 
PZ-10 1st Power Zoom SLR! 
PZ-20 “Learning Function” 
Pz-1 1/8000 sec. shutter 

AUTOFOCUS SLR KITS 
PZ-1SEop kit 75th Ann. Edition 
PZ-10 Kit w/ 28-80 pwr zm 
PZ 20 Kit w/ 28-80 pwr zm 

AF 35mm COMPACTS 
19Zoom 90WR All Weather 
1Q9Zo0om 110, New! 
UC-1QD New! 149.95 
1Q Zoom 928 New! 249.95 
1QZoom 735 New! 

More PENTAX Products 

in Stock + CALL 





ven 


4 Hitachi 
VM-E2709) 


_NRG | 


LIGHT & POWER PRODUCTS 


vere 


Adjustable 

to repond to 
changing light 
conditions. #56000 


880 Power Pro Belt System 
Campak 3-5 hrs. of power 
No more hassling with 
changing batteries during 
along shoot! 


CALL FOR MORE! 


_FUuJI | 


P401U LCD Video Projector 
P701U LCD Video Projector 


SUNPAK 
VIDEO LIGHTS 

Auto CV-300 

CZ-200 Auto 

C2-200 


Readylite 10 
Auto Pan Head 





New IS-10! 
Many More 


* Contax G1 

* Contax T2, TVS 
© S2/ST/RX/RTS Il 
World Famous 
Carl Zeiss Optics 


Konica 


* Big Mini 
* Big mini Zoom 
¢ Mermaid 


YASHICA 


* Yashica T-4 
Carl Zeiss T* Lens 


Camcorder Jan. 1995, 
Video Magazine Dec 1994 
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Circle 40 on Reader Service Card. 


OVERNIGHT 
SHIPPING 


AVAILABLE 
INFORMATION # 


24 Hi FAX LINE 
CUSTOMER SERVICE 


NO SURCHARGE ON 
CREDIT 


CARDS 
HE $0 


& THE DSCOVER CARD 










AUTHORIZED DEALER 


CCD TR700 Cw CCD FX730 Ss 


STEADY SHOT. 12:1 ZOOM 













































COLOR VIEWFINDER COLOR 3" MONITOR 
Hi-8 Hi-Fi BUILT IN SPEAKER 
= WITH CON 
CCD VX-3 (pro) EDIT SEARCH 
CCD TR50 A CCD TR65 
CCD TR400 CCD TR40 
CCD TRI) CCD TR30 
CCD TR71 CCDSCS (view snapshot) 
CCD FX730(viewmonitor) CCD FX430 
CCD FX630 CCD FX330 
CCD FX530 CCD FX320 
VHS-SONY ¥CRS-Bmm-BETA 
SLV 770HF NY. 
SLV 720HF SLV 920HF 
SLV 620HF Hi-Fi ap 
SLV 420HF FE.H. CONTROLS 
SLVR1000 (super) SONY CABLEMOUSE 


BETA SLS-600 - SLHF-2000 





CASSETTE DECKS —\quLigR7 CD PLAYERS | 
PRES’ CDPC 245 CDPC 545 
Te UN CDPC 345 CDPC 945 


TCWR 445 TCWR 646 CDPC 445 CDPC1045 


AV LASER RECIEVERS 

MDP 500 STRD 315  STRD715~ 
MDP 600 prota dg STRD 515 STRD915 
MDP 750 peg STRD 615 STRD 1015 


Y) PIONEER’ 
AUTHORIZED DEALER 



















CtD-9201 CBOE VSx-403  VSX-D603S srr 
ELD-M4O3 CID-VBSD Vere Vex panne, CWSORRs 
CLD-D503 i seers BAUR 9 
PDM-403  PDM-703 PD-TM3 meg TOCK 
ICD PLAYERS PDM-423  PDM-802 PD-FS1 AND Auph 
PDM-603 PDM-902 PD-F100 ACCEBOOR Ey 


aa JVC ooo 





RECEIVERS CASSETTE DECKS MINI COMPONENT 
RX-815 VIN.......337  TD-R461TN....CALL SYSTEMS 
RX-715 VIN. TD-W709TN....197 MX-C99S CALL 
RX-515 VIN TD-W309TN....137 MX-C77 

: TD-W315TN...CALL MX-C55 
RX-315 VIN.. TD-W209TN....117 MX-C33_ BEST 





TD-W215TN...CALL 








WE CARRY EVERY MATOR BRAND 
OF CAR STEREOS, SPEALERS, 
AND ACCESSORIES 


SONY PIONEER KENWOOD 


DENON 












12: 


STABILIZER 








i 
2 


2570 86th Street 
BROOKLYN, NY 11214 
STORE HOURS 


14 DAY 
SATISFAC : 
GUARANTEE = 









LOOK BELOW S.VH5-C 


100:1ZOON 
COLOR VIEWFINDER 
570,000 PIXELS 






1 ZOOM 











S-VHS * 2CCD 
REMOVABLE LENSES 
BRS-360... 
BRS-378... 
SUPER VHS TAPES 
ON SPECIAL...CALL 






CALL 


GRSZ-1 





RAX- 7! 
Ne ae 











E : 517 4 
CC-188 597 PRO-B40. 217 | 
CC-190 CALL PRO-843, “CALL 

CC-740 PRO-845..... “CALL 

CC-600 PRO-809 i 





NEW 


















WE _CARRY A FULL LINE OF 
VCR'S. 





CR'S. . . . PLEASE CALL! 
8mm-VIEWCAMS 
VLE-30/35....... 6 
VLE40... 
VLHL100. 2 


VLHL400... 


ASK ABOUT SHARP Ri BATES! 


VHS SLIMCAMS 


we VLL-390......seese0e 


NEW VLL-63, 





NEW VLL-64..... CALL 


WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF SHARP} 
ACCESSORIES....ESPECIALLY 
BATTERIES....PLEASE ASK! 


Vv 
VMH 
67 VMH-58A(24:1 


VN-200} 











i) 
VMH-S7AIHi-8 /EIS 
NEW VLE-32...CALL VME SOA lost } 


947 |] VMESSA (close out #1}TOP RATED 


equal to TR30/TR40}) 
VN-350{equal to TR-8 

VN-870{equal to FX-30 
IVN-760(equal to TR-700) 









WE ACCEPT THE CANON 
CREDIT CARDI! 





24:1 ZOOM STABILIZER} 
COLOR EVF 






-1000 
UCS-5 (12:1 z 
£700 (12:1, light) 
ES500 (12:1, colo 
ES70 





























M-650 (4 HD, Hi-F)........ 
M660 (REOHLAYGR +) CAL 
M760 (6HD Hi-Fi, + BIE)... CALL 












HSU-500 


HSU-58 _HSU-550 
HSU-59 _HSU-650 
HSU-69 — HSU-770 
HSU-100 

HSU-200 LASER DISC 
HSU-250 MV 6022 
PLEASE CALL FOR 





YOUR BEST PRICE 


2BAT1)....59 
BATT)....49 
1) 





C-DC QUICK DISCHARGE, 
-DC HARGE/RECOND, | 


v4) iy 


IGITAL 
SPXL (NEW ADVANCED COMBO). 


V@ VIDEONICS MX-1...CALL 
.__TM2000 * EQUALIZER * THUMBS UP. 





MICS....CALL 














T AV....CALL 
VR721HF SUPER VHS...CALL 





WE ARE AUTHORIZED 

DEALERS FOR EVERY 
y BRAND YOU SEE IN 
THIS ADVERTISEMENT! 














JVC 


These are mail order prices only. In store prices may vary. Ifyou are planning on coming to the store, 
and certified checks. Allow 2-3 weeks for personal check clearance. Please call customer service for prior return authorization # before shipping. Shipping & handling 


please call in advance to reserve merchandise for pickup. We welcome all na credit cards with no surcharge. COD welcome, money order 


is non retundable. “All returns are subject to restocking fee and must be 


returned in original box, and in original mint condition, with unfilled warranty cards. No exceptions. Some items listed are imported and do not carry Manufacturers’ warranty. In most cases Coast to Coast provides it's own warranty. US/ 
manufacturers warranty may be additional. Not responsible for typographical errors. Above prices supercede all others, and remain in effect until next month's issue. Thank you for shopping with Coast to Coast, where service is the most. 


90 VIDEO DECEMBER 1994 


are you tired of being baited and switched... are you fed up with 
being told, that price doesn’t include a usa warranty? 


do you want to know why they advertise products they don’t have? 
stop being misled and start buying authorized electronics! 


At Authorized Electronics we stock Now a days, more and more people want to bring movies and entertain- 
and are ready to ship thousands of ment back to the privacy of their own home, and now you can do just that 
without having to sacrifice any sound or picture quality what so ever with 


PEGINUS: 

















° re) asi eure 
Uu S '& T'1 eC a V1 a ( ) e @) Laser Printer..... $399 
2t Printer Combo . $779 
WEP y cate craicunt $1.00 
ctive Game . SPECIAL 
rs 'ANY3DO PURCHASE 
! Enter my subscription for 1 year bo Game ane a $299 
YE S e (12 issues) of VIDEO for just $11.97. NNOUNCED DAILY! 
I save 66% off the newsstand cost of $35.40 and 20% off 1 great source 


the regular $15.00 subscription price. 


] SAVE EVEN MORE! Check here to receive 2 years of 
VIDEO for only $19.97. 








ion & CD audio 
e package! 
Address re a EN ee 
Offer cood anetGis 2 ee ee 
only. Allow up to 60 City — State 


(Please print) 




















GYECRSE «ce sects? 
days for delivery of T 94 metal tape . 
first copy. (] Payment enclosed Bill Me off a great pair of 
‘azing 





ands like Bose, 
nd much more! 
mr 












a Y ! Enter my subscription for 1 year 

1 ES e (12 issues) of VIDEO for just $11.97. 
| I save 66% off the newsstand cost of $35.40 and 20% off 

| the regular $15.00 subscription price. 





Channel Pkg 
Speakers ........ 
fer System ...... 
in wlsubwoofer. . 
(orig. $349)...... 





















SAVE EVEN MORE! Check here to receive 2 years of 
VIDEO for only $19.97. 

















| Name 





(Please print) 








Address 








Offer good in U.S. 
















only. Allow up to 60 City State Zip 
days for delivery of os i 
first copy. L] Payment enclosed Bill Me 














YNE, NEW JERSE) 
& US. Warranty. 


Service 201-696-6531 













OVERNIGHT 2570 86th Street 

GHIPPIN BROOKLYN,NY 11214 
AVAILABL STORE HOURS 
INFORMATION # 
94 He. FAX LINE 
CUSTOMER SERVICE 

ag ! f 14 DAy 
! > SATIS 

nee 96 GUARANTION 
beri cat ere FOR peg ONIY*°US.& CANADA 














ayy O N NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 


AUTHORIZED | IF MAILED 


ccD wo eae UNITED STATES 
\eouy 4 
STEADY 


cae BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


Hi-8 Hi-F i 
ODE/DATA 
ar (age 
a FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 3494 NEW YORK, NY 
CCD TR71 
EX-SERIES 


















POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 







CccD Ey cenionmnyicr) 
CCD FX 
CCD Fx530 
VHS-SONY VCRS-8n 
SLV 770HF SON 


SLV 720HF SLV 92 
eed of bese 
S\VRIQ00 ype ae 2000 ON PO BOX 52255 

CALLFOR / BOULDER CO 80321-2255 
TCWR 345 TCWR A 
TCWR 445 TCWR 646 
AV LASER | 
OF 300 AGK ABOUT FREE 
MDP 750 MICROPHONE & 
MDP 800 CD OFFER! 


d) PION 
petite igen UVoaLalVassanldocasfovatfastaestalatatoatatenatall 


CLD-8303 GD-V740..427 
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are you Etred of being baited and switched)... are you fed up with 
being told, that price doesn’t include a usa warranty? \® 
do you want to know why they advertise products they don’t have? 4 ® 
stop being misled and start buying authorized electronics! 


At Authorized Electronics we stock 


Now a days, more and more people want to bring movies and entertain- 
and are ready to ship thousands of 


ment back to the privacy of their own home, and now you can do just that 
without having to sacrifice any sound or picture quality what so ever with 


name brand camcorders 
all at the guaranteed lowest prices. 
All of 
our 
products 
come with 
USA 
Warranty 
and all of the 
Manufacturers 
Accessories! 
Here are a 
few samples! 


Canon ES1000 Hi8 Color VF Stabilizer 
Water proof to 20’ Hi8 Color VF EIS. 
Hitachi Compact Hi8 Color VF Stabili 
Compact 8mm 10x1 Zoom & Color VF 


Authorized Electronics also carries 


name brand VCRs 


all at the guaranteed lowest prices. 


Hi Band 8MM RC Time Code, Ed 
Panasonic S-VHS Jog & Shuttle.... 

JVC S-VHS Hi Fi Editing Deck ... 

Toshiba Flying Pre-amp 6 Hr recording 

GO VIDEO Dual Dubbing Deck .......... 


For that finishing touch we carry 


video editors & mixers 


Videonics MX-1 Special Effects Generator . CALL 


bookshelf mini systems 


Dual Cassette, 10 CD Changer 30 watts. . . $299 
Dual Cassette, Equalizer 200 watts ...... 


Technics, Sony, 
Aiwa, & JVC 


— 


And music while your on the move 


car audio systems 

AMIFMICASS removdble face 25 wps 
AMIFMICASS rem/face CD control 25 wps $149 
6 Disc ultra compact CD changer 
6 Disc CD changer w/ RF modulator & Remote $289 


nia 


TTS a reve 
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Circle 41 on Reader Service Card. 








the home theater system 


The first essential for your home 
theater 
is of 


course a 
° 


we carry 
all your 
favorite 
brands! 


35” to 55” Cinema Wide TVs .. . Now Shipping! 
50” Dolby Pro Logic Rear Projection ... . $1999 
35” Tube MTS Stereo & Surround .... 

31” Stereo with Picture in Picture 





The next step is quality audio, a 


hi fi stereo recetver 
preferably with Dolby Pro Logic, 


center and rear channel outputs, and 
lots of power. With brands like 
Nakamichi, Denon, JVC, Technics, 
Pioneer & Onkyo State of the Art 
often comes to mind. Best of all you 
get Hi-Fi showroom products at 
direct mail prices you won't believe! 


Pioneer VSX-452 Dolby Pro Logic 80 wpc .. . $199 
Dolby Pro Logic 80 watts per channel ......$199 
Dolby Pro Logic 110 watts per channel... . . $269 
Dolby Pro Logic 125 wpc, multi room-multi source 
programming, 5 Spkr outputs . $669 
ONKYO TXSV-452 Full Featur .. HOT! 
JVC RX 815 Dolby Pro Logic 120 wpc . SPECIAL 
CALL FOR THE LATEST MODELS! 


— ? 





a at 


rh fh fe te tie 
Ghee, hen tee, het WD UL te ee DOES IT ALL! 


fest el elk yf by 4 1 


SAMMAN’S ELECTRONICS 1166 HAMBURG TPKE. WAYNE, NEW JERSE) 


All prices quoted include Manufacturer's standard accessories & U.S. Warranty. 
All units are factory sealed. We ship within 24 hours. Customer Service 201-696-6531 


m | m | 
Olympus Stylus Zoom Deluxe K. 
Sony 13” Computer Monitor...... 
Brother 300 DPI 4 PPM Laser Printer. . 
Canon B-160 Fax/Bubble Jet Printer Combo . $77 
Sony 94 min Metal Audio Tape.......... $1.00 
Panasonic 3DO CD Interactive Game . SPECIAL 
TWO FREE GAMES WITH ANY 3D0 PURCHASE 
JVC XICD CD Based Video Game 
PLUS NEW SPECIALS ANNOUNCED DAILY! 


But now you need a great source 
J § 


a laser combi player _ 












425 lines of resolution & CD audio 
all wrapped into one package! 

24 Disc CD Changer 
100 Disc CD Changer 
CD & Laser Video with auto reverse...... $379 
Pioneer Laser Karaoke Players .......... $399 
BLOWOUT Sony CDIT 94 metal tape . $1.00 
To finish the system off a great pair of 
room shaking hair razing 


loudspeakers 
We carry hifi brands like Bose, 
Pinnacle, Advent and much more! 


Two Rear & One Center Channel Pkg 
Front Channel Bookshelf Speakers ........ 
Dual Satellite & Subwoofer System ...... 
6 Pc. Full Surround System w/subwoofer. . 
Mitsubishi 10” Subwoofer (orig. $349).... 
CALL FOR THE LOWEST PRICES! 





ONE CALL LY 
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enough DSS systems to meet the holiday 
demand? Contact: RCA 317-267-5000. 


e 
| Go Video makes both video dubbing and 
home theater setups easier with the GV- 
3090WS Dual Deck VCR ($1,599). 
Twin hi-fi stereo VHS VCRs are mated 
in one box for clean dubbing of even 
copy-protected tapes. Also aboard are a 
Dolby Pro-Logic surround decoder and a 
900 MHz wireless transmitter that feeds 
the surround channel soundtrack to a 
pair of wireless amplified speakers. 
Contact: Go Video, 602-998-3400. 
e 


Videomakers froth at the possibilites 
with the Videonics Digital Video Mixer 
($1,199). Meeting broadcast quality 
specs, it features more than 200 special 
effects, a dual-field timebase corrector, 
switching capabilities for four video 
sources and chroma key. Plus, a unique 
“preview monitor” shows the action of 
all four video sources across the top of 
one screen. Contact: Videonics, 408- 
866-8300. 


e 
Compaq and Packard Bell call their all- 
in-one multimedia computers appli- 
ances, but they’re the most versatile 486 
machines a guy could get (hint-hint). 





The computers actually double as enter- 
tainment centers: with full or partial- 
screen TV reception and a stereo system 
with CD-playback (thanks to CD-ROM 
drives), amplified speakers and, some- 
times, radio reception all built-in. In 
addition, you'll find a speakerphone and 
an answering machine are on the 
Compaq Presario 500, 700 and 900 
series; and fax and phone answering on 
Packard Bell’s Spectra series. Prices 
range from $1,500 to $2,300. Contact: 
Compaq Computer Corp., 713-374- 
0670; Packard Bell, 800-733-5858. 
° 


With no wires, Recoton’s 900 megahertz 
Sound Mushroom portable speaker sys- 
tem lets you enjoy the sound of a TV or 
radio program, CD or tape anywhere in, 
out, or around the house. The water- 
resistant, two-way amplified speaker sys- 
tem runs on a rechargeable sealed lead- 
acid battery for more than 18 hours on 
a single charge, or continuously on AC 
power. The W410 ($200) come with a 
companion 900 MHz _ transmitter. 
Contact: Recoton, 800-231-0031. 
e 


For occasions when you can’t watch a 
screen (say, while driving) but still want 
to keep up with a TV show, there’s 


















On January 10th 
Video Pro 
. Makes Its Debut! 


Pee e mee eeree es ees sees ese eeessEseseEsess see EEsese 


| @ Run, don’t walk, to pick 


up the first free-standing 


, Video Pro at your favorite 


newsstand. Or save 


" almost HALF the cover 
, price—and have your 


copy home delivered— 
|. by ordering your sub- 
scription today! 


@ Just use the sub- 


scription order card found 
elsewhere in this issue. If the card is miss- 


ing, send the special pre-publication price of $23.97 for 





12 issues to— Video Pro, PO Box 55941, Boulder, CO 
80322-5941. Video Pro will bring you incisive hardware 
and software reviews, perceptive columns on business 
and production techniques, inspiring success stories, 
and fascinating features in the areas that interest you 
most. Don’t miss it! 








92 


Telemate, a pocket-sized, wireless 
“stocking stuffer” from Econologic 
Technologies. This $59 TV audio tuner 
retransmits any channel from 2 to 69 to 
an FM radio up to 12 feet away. Contact: 
Econologic ‘Technologies, 800-NO- 
CTV95 (orders). 


e 
Score a touchdown with a football fan 
with the Universal Electronics Football 
Sports Clicker ($39.95), a universal 
infrared remote decorated like a football 
field, with a ball shaped IR eye and the 
emblem of your favorite team. (Each 
includes a sheet of logos.) Hockey, bas- 
ketball and baseball themed Clickers are 
on the way. Contact: Universal Elec- 
tronics, 216-487-1110. 
e 


Hate what’s tuned in on the gym TV? 
Always misplacing your remotes? Just 
tap a couple buttons on one of Casio 
four Wrist Remote Control watches 
and you'll be changing the channels on 
TVs, cable boxes, even VCR functions. 
($80-$130) Contact: Casio, 800-YO- 
CASIO. 


e 
Beldar Conehead would love RCA’s 
D940 Remote Control Signal Sender 
($59) This spacey set of conical exten- 
sion and base units converts infrared sig- 
nals to radio waves, then back again, so 
you can operate IR-controlled electron- 
ics in a different room. Additional 
extensions (D935, $30) can be set up to 
increase signal range. Contact: RCA, 
see above. 

e 
Warm up the colors of your underwater 
shoots with Amphibico’s 100 S Video 
Light. Running on standard camcorder 
batteries, it’s pressure tested down to 
330 feet, and also works topside. De- 
pending on accessories, the price ranges 
from $285 to $375. Contact: Amphi- 
bico, 514-636-9910. 

e 


Can’t get the young ’uns to quit 
videogaming at night ‘cause they've 
risen to a stratospheric level of play? 
Naki Gamesaver ($50) gives you and 
them a graceful out. It’s a patented car- 
tridge that lets Super Nintendo players 
mark, save and return to any spot in a 
game, even if the system is turned off. 
The battery-powered Gamesaver re- 
members the last play position for up to 
30 hours. A Sega Genesis version is due 
early mext year. Contact: Naki: 
International, 310-556-9757. 
ro 


A worthy adversary is just a phone call 
away with XBAND, a new modem and 
videogame network service that lets a 
gamer challenge a pal across town or 
three states over. Now rolling out in 
major cities (Los Angeles, San Franciso, 


Atlanta, Dallas and New York first) for 
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the Sega Genesis platform, and coming 
next year for Super Nintendo, XBAND 
costs $60 for hardware, $8 a month for 
basic network services. The system will 
support the most popular games (like 
NBA Jam and Mortal Kombat), deliver 
e-mail and an online newspaper and 
host competitions. Contact: Catapult 
Entertainment, 408-366-1735. 
e 


A $200 Digital Video Cartridge turns a 
$300 Magnavox CD-Interactive player 
into the most versatile TV-connected 
multimedia system available. Adding 
full-screen, full-motion video and faster 
response, the DV cartridge enhances a 
broad library of software, from mixed- 
media tomes on arts and hobbies, to 
computer animation/live video game 
blends rarely seen this good outside 
arcades. Stimulating kids activities are a 
special suit. Oh yeah, enhanced CD-i 
also plays movies now, including Bond 
classics, The Firm and Wayne’s World 2, 
plus longform music video specials. 
Expect VHS-like resolution, DCC-grade 
digital audio and laser-quality trick play. 
Contact: Philips Consumer Electronics, 
615-521-4316. 

r) 
Is last year’s Sega CD lingering in a cor- 
ner? This year’s $150 Sega lure, Genesis 
32X, could revive the party. Plug it into 
the Genesis game port to add the power 
of two 32-bit RISC (reduced instruction 
set) chips for processing new cartridge 
games with “work station quality” 
graphics. 32Xed CD titles should offer 
more realistic motion video, too. 
Contact: Sega of America, 415-802- 
3653. 

° 
Air guitarists gotta love The Key 
($399), a new interactive multimedia 
instrument that empowers anyone to 
play along with the likes of The Who, 
Aerosmith, The Lemonheads, Guns n’ 
Roses and David Bowie. Load a special 
Key-coded VHS videotape or laserdisc 
into your machine, then plug in this gui- 
tar-shaped instrument and pick your 
instrumental voice (guitar, keyboards, 
strings, sax). While some finesse is 
required to sound good, any press of a 
neck key, pluck or strum will be in tune. 
Contact: Lonestar Technologies, 516- 
939-6116. 

e 
Kitchen-white TVs, designed to reside 
next to the fridge and the microwave, 
are the season’s coolest electro-decor. 
Some models even hang under cabinets 
on a swivel bracket: RCA’s handsome 9- 
inch Spacesaver TV ($309) does extra 
duty as an FM and Weather Band radio, 
while Sony’s 9-inch Trinitron KV- 
9PT40 TV ($380) boasts direct vid- 
eo/audio input plus an auxiliary antenna 
input. Panasonic’s frosty white 13-inch 





PV-M1324W TV/VCR ($449) combi 
doesn’t suspend, but does includes a 
user-friendly Program Director remote, a 
quick-play VCR with a real-time coun- 
ter, and front input jacks. All three 
mealtime models have timers for auto 
shutoff and an earphone jack. Contacts: 
Panasonic, 201-348-700; RCA & Sony, 
see above. 
ry 
For the guy who has everything in video 
playback and recording equipment, 
except not enough inputs to plug ’em all 
in, Niles’ excellent VSA-1 Audio/Video 
Patching System ($249) is a Godsend. 
This passive patching matrix accomo- 
dates up to four stereo audio/(compos- 
ite) video devices, permitting easy 
recording, playback and dubbing among 
your components. Simply push a few 
Chicklet-sized buttons. This VCR-wide, 
two-inch high switching box also has 
outputs for a video monitor and an 
audio amplifier. (All line connections 
are for RCA plugs.) Contact: Niles 
Audio Corp., 305-238-4373. 
e 


Shoot safely in rain, the surf or even 30 
feet under by packing your compact or 
full-sized camcorder inside an EWA 
Marine camcorder housing ($288- 
$305. Made of triple-ply PVC, with a 
glass optical port, these soft enclosures 
are a fraction of the weight of hard hous- 
ings and easy to use. Camcorder buttons 
are controlled through the flexible skin 
from the outside. Contact: EWA 
Marine, 609-854-2424. 
e 
For stashing mass quantities of software, 
there’s no beating CAN-AM media 
storage cabinets. In a single three draw- 
er unit that’s three feet wide, 14 inches 
high and 20 inches deep, you can pack 
180 videos, 810 CDs or combinations 
thereof. Made of sturdy textured steel, 
they come in white, black, almond, grey, 
turquoise and festive Holly Berry Red. 
The locking cabinets can be stacked 
three units high. The three-drawer 
MC3D+ is $369; the two-drawer 
MC2D+ is $279. Contact: Can-Am 
Merchandising Systems, 800-387-9790. 
° 


Avoid running out of camcorder power 
by snapping on Sima’s Power Max 
PowerPocket ($49.95, batteries extra). 
This oversized fanny pack keeps three 
charged 6-volt camcorder batteries at 
the ready for instant switching from one 
cell to another without taping interrup- 
tion. The battery belt also lightens the 
camcorder’s load. Contact: Sima 
Products Corp., 708-966-0300. 
e 


Tired of lugging cables and a charger on 
every camcorder shoot? Ambico’s 
unique two-in-one detachable video 
cases ($74 and $79, in two sizes) offer a 





remedy. Stuff the camcorder in the top 
bag and accessories in the bottom. 
Cinch the two together with velco belts, 
or let them go their separate ways. The 
piggyback bags come in ultra-compact 
($74) and medium ($79) sizes, in black 
and green. Contact: Ambico, 800-231- 
0031. 

© 
Camcorder with wireless remote control 
seeks strong tripod to hold me steady 
while operator moves into the picture. 
Kinyo’s new tripod line (TP 418, 428 
and 438, from $32-$50) boasts bubble- 
level meters, a geared elevator, 
retractable steel spikes and a quick- 
release shoe with video pin. Contact: 
Kinyo, 818-333-3711. 

e 
Jasco’s Easy Turn TV Turntables will 
turn any chair in the house into the per- 
fect “sweetheart seat” for viewing or lis- 
tening. They’re ideal for re-positioning 
TVs and stereo speakers. Made of sturdy, 
high-impact plastic with steel ballbear- 
ings and scratch-resistent rubber feet, 
the turntables hold more than 300 
pounds. Model 8210 is 10 inches in 
diameter with a suggested price of $8.99; 
Model 8211, for $17.99, is 16 inches. 
Contact: Jasco Products, 405-752-0710. 

e 


Nickel-cadmium camcorder batteries 
work better and last longer when fully 
discharged before being recharged. 
Sima’s PowerMax MiniDischarger 
($22.95) reconditions 6-volt 8mm and 
VHS-C batteries. An audible alert sig- 
nals complete discharge, and an LED 
tester indicates power left in the battery. 
Contact: Sima, see above. 2 
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continued from page 58 





pan-and-scan. 


CD-i 

The price of the Philips CD-i hard- 
ware has plummeted, and new titles for 
the system are appearing. Among the 
best is a version of the popular comput- 
er whodunnit game The Seventh Guest 
(Virgin, $59.98), which features real ac- 
tors and some new twists in CD-i. As 
you may know, CD-i players with digital 
video cartridges can also play MPEG-1 
movies. More than a dozen titles are 
available, including Patriot Games and 
Top Gun., Indecent Proposal, Sliver and 
Posse ($24.98 each). 


3DO 


When you tire of passive viewing, 


continued on page 102 
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(a) We couldn’t prepare the ad on time. | 
— (b) We're lazy. 
 (c) We carry such a huge selection of name brands we couldn't list them all. 


(Camcorders, VCR's, Editing Equipment, Pal Systems, Video Accessories, Cameras, 
Electronics, Computers, Home Office Systems and Much More! 


(see next month’s Video Magazine for correct answer.) 


“\Willeaghlys 


Established in 1898, Willoughby’s is one of Americas oldest camera, video and 
computer stores.We offer our customers quality products at the right price.We don’t 
bait and switch like many of our competitors,We stand behind everything we sell and 

back our products with a 30 day money back guarantee. 
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WE INVITE YOU TO VISIT OUR NEW YORK SHOWROOM AT 136 W.32ND ST. NYC 
SEE, FEEL AND TRY OUR SONY INTERACTIVE DISPLAY! 








DERS: 800-574-7253 | 
UIRES: 617-884-1110 | 
R FAX: 617-884-1836 


| 


e 


HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 9 A.M. - 5:30 P.M. 
SATURDAY + SUNDAY - CALL !!! 


E PUBLIC * 444B BROADWAY, SUITE 235, SAUGUS, MA 01906 
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OVER 20 YEARS WHOLESALE EXPERIENCE - NOW DIRECT TO 


AUTHORIZED DEALER !!! 
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The Video Editing Company 


TR500 SUPER SPECIAL! 
TR700 SUPER SPECIAL! 


AUTHORIZED DEALER!!! ee avelee jae 















SE-1 SOUND EFFECTS MIXER 
TU-1 | THUMBS UP EDITOR 
VE-1 VIDEO EQUALIZER 
TM2000 VIDEO TITLEMAKER 
MX-1 DIGITAL VIDEO MIXER 
ACCESSORIES ALSO AVAILABLE. 


VHS-C CAMCORDERS VCR'S 


GRAX25U_ 10:1 Zoom, 2 Lux HRJ210U Economy 

GRAX30U : 12:1 Zoom, Titling HRJ410U 4 Head 

GRAX37U 12:1 Zoom, Editing HRJ610U —_-Hi Fi Stereo 

GRAX70U Color Viewfinder HRVP618U W/Cable Box Cotrotler 
GRAX75U Dig. Image Stabilizer HAS4900U Super VHS 

GRSZ7U Super VHS HRS6900U S VHS W/C.B. Controller 
GASV3 = NEW!!LCD GRSV3 NEW !! LCD 


"Call" FORLOW JVC PRICES!! 


VIDEO TAPES 


SONY 

8mm STANDARD 
A 3.89 

CALL 

5.1 


P6-60HMP 5.59 P6-120HMIP 7.49 
Hi &mm METAL EVAPORATED 
E6-60HME 8.98 E6-120HMIE 12.29 






"Call" FOR EXTREMELY 
COMPETITIVE VIDEONICS PRICES!! 





TDK 8mm SPEC 
P6-120MP STANDARD 
P6-120MP HI GRADE 


AUTHORIZED DEALER !!! 
America's Only Dual Deck VCR 


Brin Camcorders 
AUTHORIZED DEALER !!! 


L2 Body RC Time Code Call ES70 Wide Angle 0.7x Call 
L2Kit RC TimeCode Call E700 12x Image Stab. Call 
A1Dig. Hi 10x Zoom Call E350 Economy Call 
ES1000 New! Color View. Call ES750 NEW! 12:1 Stereo Call 
ES500 Color LCD Finder Call ES800 NEW! 12:1 “Color Call 


Large assortment of Canon 
Video accessories also available. 


GV3000Z VHS Dual 2 Head $459 
GV3010X VHS Dual 2x4 Hd. 499 
GV3070X VHS Dual HI-FI 719 
GV8020 NEW!! 8mm/VHS Call 
GV8080 NEW!! 8mm/VHS Call 


OTHER GO VIDEO MODELS AND 
ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE! 


SUNPAK 
VIDEO BATTERIES 


* RB-80UL HAS 3 STAGE LED 
POWER INDICATOR 

* LIFETIME WARRANTY! 

* 2700 MAH HIGH CAPACITY! 

* PROVIDES UP TO 2.5 HRS. 

* FITS 8mm + VHS-C CAMCORDERS 
FROM SONY, JVC, PANASONIC, 
SHARP, and many others. 





CALLER I.D. 


by FANS TELECOM INC. 







THESE STATE OF THE ART CALL SCREENER 
1.D.'s ARE COMPATIBLE WITH ALL PHONE 
SYSTEMS OFFERING CALLER 1.D. SERVICE. 
MOST OTHER BRANDS RUN ON BATTERY, 


AND CAN LOSE THEIR MEMORY WHEN 
BATTERY RUNS LOW. OUR MODELS RUN ON 
AC ADAPTER AND QON'T HAVE THIS PROBLEM. 


MODEL B60A $34.70 


MEMORY RETENTION IS 40 YRS. WITHOUT 
POWER. STORES 62 NUMBERS/TIMES, 
OR 20 NAMES/NUMBERS/TIMES. 


MODEL B250 $44.00 


MEMORY RETENTION IS 100 YRS. WITHOUT 
POWER. STORES 250 NUMBERS/TIMES, OR 
84 NAMES, NUMBERS/TIMES. 


OTHER MODELS ALSO AVAILABLE. 


FILM+PHOTO BATTERIES 


STOP OVERPAYING ON FILM+PHOTO 
BATTERIES! OUR MULTIMILLION $ 
INVENTORY ALLOWS US TO GIVE YOU 


READYLITE 20 


World's Most Compact, Cordless Videolight 
for use on any camcorder. 

Weighs only 7.02. 

$29.88 


REMOTE CONTROL 
AUTO PAN/TILT HEAD 


Model AP-200W allows you to get in the 
picture, while infra-red signal controls pan + 
tit plus lens zoom + record/pause on JVC, 
Canon, Hitachi, + Canon camcorders. 

6v battery not included. 

$129.88 
















RB-80UL - LOWEST PRICE!! 
RB-80 -LOWEST PRICE!! 


One of the largest battery stocks 
in the country. Call for types not listed. 


SHARP VIEWCAM™ 
+ Se 


VLE30 CALL!! 


Optional 20ft. remote sensor cord 


SHARP 


The Uhtimate Electronic Organizer 







































PI-7000 CALL 


02-8000 CALL VLE40 CALL!! SOME OF THE LOWEST PRICES IN THE | 
07-8200 CALL VLHL-100 CALL!!! COUNTRY ON POPULAR OR HARD TO |' 
a ont FIND FILM AND BATTERIES. | 


YO-600 CALL 





Camcorders and accessories also available. | | CALL+SAVE!!! 


ORDERING INFORMATION: 
WE ACCEPT MASTERCARD> VISA... ON PERSONAL CHECKS, ALLOW UP TO 4 WEEKS FOR CHECK TO CLEAR. SHIPPING, HANDLING, AND INSURANCE ARE ADDITIONAL AND NOT REFUNDABLE. ALL PRODUCTS ARE SUBJECT Ti 


PRIOR SALE, AND PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE... MA. RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX... RETURNS ACCEPTED ON SOME ITEMS WITHIN 14 DAYS ONLY WITH OUR PRIOR AUTHORIZATION... ALL RETURWEL 
ITEMS MUST BE IN MINT CONDITION, IN ORIGINAL PACKAGING, UNOPENED, WITH NO MARKS ON PACKAGING. THERE WILL BE A RESTOCKING FEE... WE'RE NOT RESPONS'BLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. 


Circle 42 on Reader Service Card. 


iFACTORY DIRECT 4 


Div.of THE SMARTER IMAGE 


35 W. 35TH ST. NEW YORK, N.Y. 10001% 


OVERNIGHT DELIVERY GUARANTEED 


2 INFORMATION PAL/SECAM 24 HR. FAX 
§ (212) 564-4398 (212) 564-4399 (212) 643-9727 


CAMCORDERS CAMCORDERS 


_ Q403...599] |TR-700....1149 


114 
PV-10204. 
PV-1Q304. 
PV-1Q504, 
PV-1Q604. 


PV-S64. 
PV-910... 
PV-760... 
PV-S770 


CAMCORDERS 


VMH-39A....949 


VMH-71. 
VME-55. 
VME-56. 
VMH-57. 
VME-58. 
VMH-59. 
VM-2700 
VM-3700 
VM-8200.. 


VCRS 


VTF-372. 
VTF-381 
VTF-382. 
VTF-482. 
VTS-772A 


PV-4451... 
PV-4461 
PV-446: 
PV-446 
PV-4466... 


MITSUBISHI 


HS-U770.... 
HS-U650. 
HS-U550. 
HS-U500. 
HS-U250. 
HS-U100. 


GO-VIDEO 


GV-3060.. 


SLV-720HF 

SLV-770HF.. 
SLV-920HF.. 
SLV-R1000... 


WITH PURCHASE 
OF VCR 
uiretime 49.95 
MAINTEANCE 


PRO-PACKS 


20 AMP HOUR 


Specially Designed 13AMPSHOUR. 


For HI-8 SYSTEMS 
PRO 8MM...59.95 


VIDEO TAPE 


MAXELL - TDK 
SONY - FUJI 


T-120 MASTER. 
T-120SVHS...5.99 
T-160S-VHS.. 


Hi-8 MP60... 
Hi-8 MP 120.. 
Hi-8 ME 60. 
Hi-8 ME 120.. 
M-221E... 


MAXELL BROADCAST 
SONY PROFESSIONAL 
3/4" BETACAM 


AUDIO TAPE 


TDK SAX90....... 1.95 
TDK SAX100.....2.19 
TDK MAX9I 
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SHURESM-58. 
SHURESM-85.. 
SHURE SM-85; 
TX-3 
DON'T END UP 
LIKE THIS MAN!| 72 
GIVEUSACALL!| ornene 


WE SHIP WORLDWIDE 


Quantity limited. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Our prices reflect cash 


rice and are good for mail order only. Shipping and handling extra and non-refundable. 
eturns and exchanges must be within seven days, and are Subject to a ten percent 
restocking fee. CA#001836061 


"PANASONIC ~|{ HITACHI | [ 


Jvc -RCA-SONY 
HITACHI-TOSHIBA 
ZENITH-PIONEER 
MITSUBISHI 
PANASONIC 


Sas en =i 
|DIRECT TO CONSUMERS 


MCANON "| | PROWIDEG 


aes CAMCORDERS PANASONIC 


n 


141 


XS DODO 


=NaN 


AG-1970. 
AGA-96.... 
AG-W1. 
AV-W32H 
AV-W33H 
AV-W35H.. 
MIXERS 
WJ-AVE7.. 
W4J-MX30.. 
WJ-MX50.. 
MONITORS 
PV-M1350 


Cr>pmmmmmmc 


HR-VP612... 
HR-VP618..; 
HR-VP700... 
HR-VP710... 
ACCESSORIES 
JX-SV55.... 


m JX-S700. 


JX-S300.. 
JX-T88.... 


BR- $800U.. 
RM-6800U.. 
BR-S622U.. 
BR-S822U.. 


‘SUPPORTSMOST 
8MM AND VHS 
CAMCORDERS 


379° 


PAL / SECAM 


CESS ANE EVO-9850.. 


SANYO. 
20".........IN STOCK] GVR-S950 
| EUROPE - ASIA 
|AFRICA-MID.EAST 
/S.AMERICA - AUST) 


VIDEO LIGHTS} | 


TOP RATED 
COOL-LUX 


MINI-COOL PROG 
LK-2000.. 
LK-2020. 
LK-2050. 
LK-2060. 
LK-2100. 
LK-2500. 
DIFF.FILTER 
DIFF.LENS.... 
LIGHT FRAMER 

BROADCAST 


-149 


EDIT LINK V-STATION 


2300/3300... CALL 
CAMCORDERS rtaeete 


VIDEO TRANSFER 
$10 PER HOUR 


OPEN: MONDAY-FRIDAY 


SE HABLA SATURDAY 


ESPANOL 


Circle 46 on Reader Service Card. 


ahi -1099} |AG-455. g 


RECIEVERS 
VSX-D2S. 
VSX-D903.. 
VSX-D703. 
VSX-D603. 
VSX-D503 

LD PLAYERS 


CLD-D703... 
CLD-D503. 
CLD-M403.. =| 
KARAOKE 
CLD-V950.. 
CLD-V850... 
CLD-V75i 


RECIEVERS 


cD PLA YERS 
CDP-C910.. a 
CDP-C745... 
CDP-C545, 
CDP-C4465... an 
TAPE DECKS 
TCW-R645 
TCW-R545. 
TCW-R445. 
ES-SERIES. 


OTHER 
BRANDS 
INSTOCK 


RECIEVERS 
CD PLAYERS 
CASSETTE DECKS 
SPEAKERS 
LASER DISC 
KARAOKE 


CALL 


PORTABLE CD) 


SONY 


D-235....139 

D-121.... 

D-231....149 D824... 
D-826.CALL 0D828...CALL 


JVC & AIWA....CALL 
AIWA DAT 
INSTOCK! 


HEADPHONES 


9AM-6PM 
10AM-5PM 


DECEMBER 1994 


GQAGNTONI ALNVYYVM VSN - Y31V3S0 GAZINOHLNV 




















HOURS: Monday - Saturday 8 am tol0pm MAIL ORDER | 
Sundays 10 am to 6 pm (CST) FINANCING AVAILABLE 


COLONEL 
VIDEO 
& AUDIO 


Apply today for your 
: : very own Colonel Video 
Call For Your FREE 64 PAGE Comprehensive Buyers Guide_| ) (0S EG@Q TF CQ US UG “ona audio Gold card! 
-24-Hour Order Processing-Friendly, Honest, Knowledgeable Staff:-No Sales Tax Outside Texas 


1-800-423-VCRS 


Orders Only (8277) 
1-800-Video-97 (713) 486-8300 


Repeat Callers 24 Hour Fax Line 





























(713) 486-8866 


Customer Inquiries 
and Service 
















BHiTacH! Se 
‘Authorized Dealer For Eve 





Hii co 
: SONY 
Authorized Sony Dealer 
Video Camcorders:VCR's 
_ Bookshelf HI-FI Systems 
Component Systems: Telephones-Boom 
1 Boxes: Mini Dise 
World Band Radio: Watchman Portable TV's 


- Big Screen: Trinitron Home Theatre 
Components: Car Audio 


rything We Sell 










HITACHI Zod ie aa 
Full Line Panasonic Dealer Se NS 
PALISECAM 
~ Sony CCD-TREO5E 4. 
_ Hi-8mm Camcorder 
with Steady Shot! 
10x power zoom, Pop-up 
8 mm Camcorders VHS-C Camcorders 10-204 8 mm Camcorders oa receiver, : 
VWLESGA——MLHSBA 1 INR apo agatha re Pro-843. ro. 090 superimpose with scroll Call Ed@ Ext.337 
; } GR-AX30 GR-SZ7 iscount Prices : 
VM-H38A VM-H71A GR-AX37 GR-AX75 ieee ale alae is com a gen — 
VHS Camcorders i r ¢ ; VHS Camcorders "(ALSO AVAILABLE IN PALISECAM: 
VM-1700 VM3700A Video Recorders | anon CC413 CC-600 A, VCR: Television: Camcorders 
VM-2700A VM-S8200A HR-J410 HR-VP618 ES-70 ES-1000 CC-547 CC-740 cn 
! HR-J412 HR-VP710 FS-500 At DIGITAL i 
Video Recorders HR-J610 HR-55100 ES-750 L2 ‘ised focerer® 
ae Musa HR-VP612 HR-S7100 es-00 We Carry All VR-507 VR-720HF 
VMF-382A VIF-371A Accessories! VR-603 VR-800HF 


VTF-482A VTS-772A VR-674 


RECEIVERS, (0 
1 o-Wat ProLogic 
Sree 

rote contra, DSP-dgta sha! 
processing, digital equalizer, digital 

expansion and mora! 






| VIDEONICS | JVC TOSHIBA r RGA | 
Video Mixer * 
4 input switcher, dual TBC's, , Pa 


over 200 digital effects and 
more! 


5 Disc Player with 
_ Custom Memory 


DSP digital signal processing optical 
digital output, variable fine output and 


much moret } 
_ 6-Motor Drive Auto = _ 


Editmaker VL-63U VL-E30 CF32D50 CF27D30 nnn: , % 
Sound Mixer _Titlemaker VL-L390 VLH-400U CF32D80 / G- 341 TOAT 
Processor Plus Thumbs Up VLE-42U VLH-410U Large Selection! Te ee ah ill ACCESSORIES 





ue, 
"16:9 Stereo i 
Projection Television Toshiba we 


CX35D60 CF30D50 
CX35D80 CF27D50 
CF32D40 CF27D40 











Circle 49 on Reader Service Card. 


iS spice foe : . le ee Replacement Batre 
— YAMAHA IN oy | 


UXSV55 JXT88 i Va ireless Microphones 
wes 70 CAR STEREOS Ay f Vb FS Veo ons 4 
Discount Prices NS be atteries 


Panasonic Large Selections ere | 
Processors 


2 Call for 
: Brands and and Much More! 
EES HIGH RESOLUTION 
LCD PROJECTION oat 8 
WJAVET VIDEO MONITORS “> af e've i 






Low 
f North America’s Largest LCD RACK SYSTEMS 
WJAVES WJTLS i 
Projection Dealer IN STOCK 


ee marie A be made sl aah, of See! ae et ees ak i, rear tea Meo in uli Hees seal and pureed ae Protect your investment on all your electronic equipment today! Ask 
unaltered conditions. Returns may be subject to a restocking fee. Shipping and handling charges non-refundable. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Shipping and handling is F i if 

extra. These are phone and mail order prices only. Prices are not valid in the showrooms or to the customers within a 150 mile radius. If you wish to drive to the stores, please phone ahead for details about our fast and convenient 1-5 Year Warranty Program 
to check the in-store price. *Ask for details. Colonel video and Audio, 16451 Space Center Blvd., Houston, TX 77058 


“SHOPPING WITH US IS AS PLEASANT AS A WALK IN THE PARK 


ime) ORDER TOLL FREE CALL! 


BUSINESS HOURS 
Mon-Thurs 9:30am to 10:00pm 
Friday 9:30am to 3:30pm 


Saturdays Eves 6PM-9PM , 
5 onda vi T):O0en to 7:00pm FOR INQUIRIES ON PLACED ORDERS LOCAL & OVERSEAS CALL < 






6 Avenue 


Bilyn: N.Y. 11229 f > ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS WITH NO SURCHARGE! 2 


EO | IC WE SHIP WORLDWIDE! OVERNIGHT es AVAILABLE! = 


a 
proressionaL © 
INDUSTRIAL LINE 3 


CAMCORDERS. “See || OG" yg Ys GO a ie eae Dem mecnim c= ALCS NUeptres or\c > |." ROR ena Bae 
CCD-1R30 .. is = BK 
CCD-TR40 

CCD-TR61 
CCD-TRES .. 
CCD-TR70 .. 
CCD-TR82 .. 
























ssensamsesensssesS99V.9P CCD-TRO .. ‘TR7O0.........$1149.99 . oo PVS-64. ui r VCRS 
R VIEWFINDER, IMAGE STABILIZATION belt i HI-8MM, COLOR VIEWFINDER, oenperrt E be . 599. C, 'F, WT esses eee een ee 
CCD-TR400.......... CAI IMAGE STABILIZATION, RC TIME CODE = 5 A ts Smee 1 OAOS +5700. eee eee ve ee 
CCD-TR700 ... : AG-1970... 


net ise Path cae ee " AG-1290 
CCD-FX230. . : ll 

CCD-FX4390.. 
CCD-FX530... 









oe LH70A.... i prelh a WJ-AVES. .. 


aed - ame To eS AG-A9G.... 
recat x roy m +0 O08 504... aon 


VW-HOOA... 370A... tSSTS ck le PRN ee RON RTO Enero (uc Looe ONY canes ss 


SHARP. Canon We@est Ni 


PROFESSIONAL JF & 


SR-S360 Super VHS VCR 
BR-S378U Super VHS VCR. 
69.99 TM.900 SU Monitor 










CCD-TRE2........$699.99 
IMAGE STABILIZATION, 12X1 ZOOM 






PRO 808 8MM....CALL CC-600 VHS-C....CALL 


BOO 020 COMM OALL Am end VO O matt 








































































































































Name Name 
(please print) (please prim) 
Address Address 3 
City State Zip City State yo ae eno 
Telephone Numiber (with Area Code). Telephone Number (with Area Code) __ : = 
1. What size is your primary a Ww? 1. What size is your primary viewing TV? 
20"-25" AC) 27"-25" BL 25-27" (CO 35% DO 20°-25" ACL) 27"-25" BCD =25"-27" (LC) 35% DO 
2. Approximately how many hours per day do you watch TV? 2. Approximately how many hours per day do you watch TV? 
0-2 FO 3-5 FL 6-10 60 0-2 EL 3-5 FL) 6-10 60 
3. How far - advance do you plan your TV ge 3. How far in advance do you plan your TV ay 
1 hour l day 1.1 1 week No Planning KC Thour HO 1 day 1 lweek JID = No Planning KO 
4. Do you : = ze ramming (i.e. soap operas, mini-series)? 4. Do ste ta — y ramming (i.e. soap operas, mini-series)? 2 
| Yes L Yes L 
5. Which sources in ru use to Len W a 5. Which sources at ‘ou use to Fag righ TV viewi me? i o 
| Daily “9 r NJ Cable Guide 01] Weekly Newspaper Insert PL] Dai 4 i r Cable Guide eekly Newspaper Insert PL] 
| Wuide Other RO TV Guide Other ic) = 
ALL 
6. How perme do you - per week? ‘ ae oa id eae do you iene per week? Wa) 
| 15 $ cyt 7+ U s7 7+ VO ue 
7. \f programming your VCR was made easier would you record additional shows? 7. K tee your VCR was made easier would you record additional shows? ti UL aor 
| Yes VOI No Ww Yes VOI No WI Dp 
8. Are you currently a subscriber to VIDEO? Yes XC) No YC) 8. Are you currently a subscriber to VIDEO? Yes XC] No YC) 53 
| Please circle product numbers to receive desired information Please circle product numbers to receive desired information uv 
1222S SS 8 20 ee (ae cere ee ee Soe ies ee es) Poe Lea eee ee 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29, 30 99 a”) 
31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 “1 42 43 44 45 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 “1 42 43 44 45, .99 ihe 
46 47 #48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 ume) 
61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 99 
76 77 78 79 80 81 82 82 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 99 4 
91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 105 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 105 nal 
106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113 114 115 116 117 118 119 120 106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113 114 115 116 197 118 119 120 99 
121 122 123 124 125 126 127 128 129 130 131 132 133 134 135 121° 122 123: 124 125 126 127 128 129 130 131 132 133 134 135 .99 m 
136 137 138 139 140 141 142 143 144 145 146 147 148 149 150 136 137 138 139 140 141 142 143 144 145 146 147 148 149 150 Ir] 
151 152 153 154 155 156 157 158 159 160 161 162 163 164 165 151 152 153 154 155 156 157 158 159 160 161 162 163 164 165 99 
166 167 168 169 170 171 #172 #173 #174 #175 #176 «177 #178 #179 «180 166 167 168 169 170 171 172 173 #174 #175 #176 «#177 «+178 «#«4179 «4180 @ 
181 182 183 184 185 186 187 188 189 190 191 192 193 194 195 181 182 183 184 185 186 187 188 189 190 191 192 193 194 195 val 
ttood 


Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. Card expires 3/19/95. VM1294 Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. Card expires 3/19/95. VM1294 





hn | DIC@VER 4 HOURS: Monday - Saturday 8 am tol0pm 
} Sundays 10 am to 6 pm (CST) 














COLONEL 
ViDeO 
& AUDIO 


Apply today for your — 
very own Colonel Video 
and Audio Gold Card! 





is sin! y-Frie naty, | Al 1 
AUTHORIZED DEALER 
Customer Inquiries 
sima Orders Only (8277) and Service 
















Repeat Callers 24 Hour Fax Line 





‘Authorized Dealer For Everything We Sell 
Hila Hikl 
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Circle 49 on Reader Service Card. 











“SHOPPING WITH US IS AS PLEASANT AS A WALK IN THE PARK 


RINE TO ORDER TOLL FREE CALL! 


BUSINESS HOURS 
Mon-Thurs 9:30am to 10:00pm 
i Friday 9:30am to 3:30pm 
Saturdays Eves 6PM-9PM 
Sunday 10:00am to 7:00pm 
3126 Avenue 
Bklyn. N.Y. 11229 


EER 


~ 
PROFESSIONAL ©) 
INDUSTRIAL LINE 


vee CALL 
+ 1419.99 


Panasonic 


coverage fo i 
CAMCORDERS 

~ 544.99 

549.99 
. 529.99 
. 599.99 
. 599.99 
. 699.99 
« 769.99 
. 999.99 
. CALL 
1149.99 
» CALL 


CCD-TRAO | 
CCD-TR61 . 
CCD-TRES . 
CCD-TR70 . 
CCD-TRE2 . 
99 CCD-TRII . 
COLOR VIEWFINDER, IMAGE STABILIZATION CCD-TR500 .. 
CCD-TR400 . . 
CCD-TR700 
CCD-VX3.. 
CCD-FX230 
CCD-FX430. 
CCD-FX530. 
CCD-FX630. 
99 CCD-FX730V 
‘STEREO HANDYCAM, OPTICAL IMAGE 
STABILIZATION, COLOR VIEWFINDER 


+ 1079.99 
+ 499.99 
- 589.99 
. 519,99 


2249.99 
AG-DP800 3 Chip SupercamCALL 


PV-10404 
PV-1Q504 


HI-8MM, COLOR VIEWFINDER, 
IMAGE STABILIZATION, RC TIME CODE 


FULL SIZE VHS 
524.99 
569.99 
879.99 

- 929.99 

. 599.99 
799.99 


VM-E52A VM-H57A. 
VM-H59A. 
VM-H71A. 
VM-H70A......CALL 
VM-1700A....CALL 
VM-2700A....CALL 
VM-3700A.... 


CALL 
~CALL 
»~CALL 


PV-S770 . . 


Maaicete PV-362 . 


VM-H38A $649.99 


COLOR LCD, V.F, HI Fi STEREO, 1 LUX 


PROFESSIONAL 


SR-S360 Super VHS VCR............799.99 
BR-S378U Super VHS VCR. CALL 
469.99 TM.900 SU Monitor . 439,99 
499.99. TM.9U Monitor. 1289.99 


479.99 TM.4 M 239: 
pelts 30 SU Moi 39.99 


PRO 808 8MM.... 
PRO 830 8MM.... 
PRO 840 8MM.... 
PRO 843 8MM.... 
PRO 845 8MM.... 


CC-600 VHS-C....CALL 
CC-604 VHS-C...CALL 
CC-740 VHS-C....CALL 
CC-413 VHS.......CALL 


VL-E35U CC-547 VHS.......CALL 


VL-E32U 


649.99 VL-E30U....... 
CALL VL-L63U........ 


619.99 
529.99 


 VIDEONICS 


The Video Editing Company 


VHS-C CAMCORDER, ff 
12:1 ZOOM, COLOR 

VF, 1 LUX & MORE 
CALL FOR PRICE! 


COLOR 
VIEWFINDER 
STABILIZATION 

CALL FOR PRICE! 


THEATER 


leliivid 3 Ore 

HOME 
THEATER = 
rt iat PRODUCTS” 


HOME THEATER HOME THEATER HOME THEATER HOME THEATER HOME 
.JVG Panasonic RCA 
VCR'S VCR's VER’ 


M-329 MKIl...... 

TV Tuner 

Car Adapter. 

‘AC Adapter. 19. 99 
M-329 3 Inch Color Monitor in 

PAL Available........s.sssese 


f CALL 
59.99 'JX-T66 Char. Generator...109.99 

JX-T88 Char. Generator...184.99 

JX-S55 Video Editing 

Processor 

X-S100..esssses 

|JX-S300 AV Selector 

}JX-S700... 


I 
Colorwriter Magic. Remote Control Auto Pan Head 


AP 1000... 229,99 


. 594.99 

. 449.99 

. 369.99 

. 369.99 

. + 939,99 

. 274,99 

. 224,99 

TELEVISIONS 


VIF 181. 
VTF 282 
VTF 380 
VIF 382 
VTF 482 
VIF 772. 


susmeTOP 
RATED 

VCRS 
so ALL 
LOWEST 
PRICES! 


SLV-420... 
SLV-620HF 
SLV-720HF.... 
SLV-770HF 
SLV-920HF 
SLV-R1000 
BETA 
SL-$600..... 
SL-HF2000 
CD's 


46BX3B 

46BX4K.. 

46VX13K. 

BODXEK sesssrrnssseene 
SOUXI4B v..csssstsssssvor 
BOSK4K cress 


CALL 
CALL 
CALL 
vse ALL 
CALL 


TELEVISIONS 

F27-701-BK. 

F27-731-BK. 

F31-632-ET. 

F31-672-ET. 

F31-700-66 

F35-450-CK ..... 
F35-627-MB ...ssssesses 
F35-731-MB 

F35-751-MB 


CVD-500 V Deck.....629.99 

CVD-1000 V Deck. 1389.99 

CALL FOR OTHER SOWY ITEMS 
RECEIVERS 


ISTR-D 315... 
ISTR-D 515..... 
ISTR-D 615 
ISTR-D 715 
ISTR-D 911 
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DS 1120 RW . 
DS 2430 RW 
OR 102 RW. 


LINE OF ADVENT CALL! 


RV 3281F 
RV 3281F 
RV 3261F 
RV 3281F 
RV 3281F 


LOR 307 
LOR 500 
LDR 600 
LDR 610 


Valid only through the corresponding Magazine Issue, All Merchandise is brand new. To Order: Use ony mojor creditcard. COD’s ore welcome or send a mo 


‘ust be niga mint onan with original packing ond unfilled waranty cares. Manufacturers box must be dean of any tape, wring or mutiaion. NO E 


LASER DISCS 


IMDP-500 394.99 
519.99 
579.99 
719,99 


CASSETTE DECKS 


ITC-WR 345 114.99 
ITC-WR 445 139.99 
ITC-WR 545 css 164.99 K 
ITC-WR 6365S. 89.99 
ITC-WR 645S 229.99 
TCK=6 11 ...cssese 239,99 
TCK-615... 264.99 


corde, cried check or cashirs check Pasa cllow 4 weeks for Personal checks. Cl fr Shipping & Honig chorges. Any refunds or excha 
ices only. Store prices and avalaity re different. you wish oc 
‘st. Quantities ore limited. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Nat responsible for typographical errors. 


(CEPTION: 


are phan and mal order 


MINI COMPONENT 


SYSTEMS 
MHC-450.. 


Neo 509.99 
CALL 
KV27V10...,.CALL 
KV27V15...569.99 
KC27V56..... 
KP41EXR« 


KV27XBAS7..709.99 
KV32$10.....CALL 
KV32815.....CALL 
KV82V15.....CALL 
KV32XBR37.CALL 

EW 


come into the sto 


LASER DISC 
CLD-D703... 
CLD-D503 . 
CLD-M403 
CLD-S303 
CLD-S201....... 
Karaoke CLD-V850. 
Karaoke CLD-V750.... 
CLD-A100 Laser Active 
& Control Packs 


. 379.99 

- 449.99 
379.99 
289.99 

«e+ CALL 
. CALL 


- CALL 


WE CARRY PIONEER 
MICROPHONES! 


lease (th oead 4o check on availail 


must be made within 14 days of receipt of goods. Mi refund ore 


VSX-D2S 
VSX-D903S..... 
VSX-D703S... 
VSX-D603S 
VSX-D503S, . 
VSX-453 . 

VSX-403 
SX-308R..... sore ee 
SX-253R ... 

SX-203 


yyith sales 


cle'48'o 


PD-TM3 


CASSETTE DECKS 
CT-WME2R . 
CT-W703RS 
CT-W603RS 
CT-W503R 
CT-W403R 


co «5% restocking fo Shipping and Honing fois nonrefundable, Al 
Some 


ional warranties 
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Panasonic Panasonic JVC SONY. 
SAMSON’ 


S/VHS CAMCORDER BRS622U BRS822U 
AG-DS850/840 
WIRELESS MICS 


RMG810U ats : 
MR1 Compact receiver with dbx noise re- 


PROFESSIONAL EDITING SYSTEM PVM-1390 
S-VHS insert and assemble editing. 4 SS . x 
channel audio, optional plug in time code and 13° Trinitron High Resolution Computer 
TBC’s self diagnostic warning system, automatic ss! Monitor. Composite, S-Video and RGB in- 
g,0n screen menu display. Recorder puts. Built-in Audio Speaker. Works well duction. Removable flexible antenna, uses 
single event recorder. with Toaster System. QV battery. There are several diffent Lava- Sg 
liere and Hand held microphone options ¥% 
available suited for different types of appli- = 
cation. Microphones used are Shure or¥ 
Sony. Please call for recommendations. 


SVG epi-vesk Ss ONY. 
ia 


EVW-300 
BATTERY BELTS 4 


Battery belts available in 12Volts or 30Volts = 
with 6, 12 or 20 power. Both cigarette lighter SS 
or 4 pin XLR output available. Please specify B, 
when ordering. q 


[2h sver] BATTERIES S 


Industry standard snap-on batteries in differ- DA 
ent series (Pro-pack, Logic or Digital Pro- ¢ 
pack) available. The state of art battery system 
for all manufacturers of cameras & VTRS. 
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VIDEO/DATA 
PROJECTORS 
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AG-455 
SS S-VHS Camcorder/Source VCR for Editing, 
a 12x. 2 Speed Zoom lens, 24x & 100x Digital 
= Zoom, Digital Special Effects, Wipe, Fade, 
4 Mix, Strobe, etc. Special Effects 
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Several different brands of video and data 
projectors available. Please tell us your ap- 
plication and we will recommend one suit- 
able for your needs. 


LCD PROJECTORS 
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VIDEO Hi8 

CAMCORDER Wj 

Advanced CCD technology, separate Y/C sig- 

nal processing, high quality sound, quick- 

start recording, camera gen-lock capability, 

variable speed electronicshutter, ClearScan™, 
edit search, built-in color bar generator. 


FAST 


VIDEO 
MACHINE 


Desktop A/B Roll Editing Controller. For Toaster 
and IBM compatibles. Supports Entry-Level 
One piece camcorder 3 CCD Camera with #@% through Broadcast Equipment. Cut & Paste, 
full size S-VHS recorder built-in, very low Clean, Ripple, Sort and more. CMX File conver- 
light 3 lux, 13x or 17x optional lenses. sion. Easy-to-use intuitive on-screen controls. ' LOWEL 


4 Input Video with 2 channel TBC. Over 200 
FutureVideo 


transitions with Chroma Key. Picture-In- LIGHTS 
m AVAILABLE EDIT 


DESKTOP Quality at Budget Price. FREE CASE INCLUDED. aa 
WJMX50 hee ces i ae CONTROLLER == 
& My : a : : : FUJI BetaCam SP Tape 


EDITING q ; é 
systems 7 @ VIDEONICS * OTHER PRODUCTS A 
WJAVES17 Featuring the EC-1000"Pro Mk II" w/a built sees he a 2g Vinten Tripods 


: 1BM compatibles, Macintosh and Amiga erator. Over 90 differ- ‘ ‘ 
, in RS-232 port for computer control. Hrs., platforms. Digital Special Effects, CD- ent fonts including Miller Tripods 


Digital Special Effects, 108 Wipe Patterns, min., sec., frame display. Reads RC time Quality Audio, Character Generation and Script. One Mion dif NRG Batteries 


: i: ‘ Multi standard VCR w/built-in standard con- code. 8 scene memory. Compatable w/ : 5 ee: ene 
Wipe/Mix Section, Fade In/FadeOut, Down ; 3 D Modeling. Non-Linear capability with ferent colors. Superim > i 
Stream Key, Color Correction, Audio Mixing pers es chahtnastod ee SECAM Sonat L&S VTRS and Panasonic AG- Broadcast Resolution. Please call for pose. 24 special transition effects. Special Tape Sale Please Call! 
Capability. one : 0/1970. details and brochure. 8K title memory. Excellent Quality. Purchase Orders Accepted 


PANASONIC JVC SONY PROFESSIONAL / INDUSTRIAL AUTHORIZED DEALER SERVICE CENTER  iaaeeeerasinsyent suai 


VIDICOMP DISTRIBUTORS INC. Open Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. C.S.T. 7". Miami Office == 
232 West 38th Street, Houston, TX 77018 Houston & Customer Service (713) 694-6400 = Gaal @ Saamae 6303 Blue Lagoon Dr., Suite 110, Miami, FL 33126 
Order 1-800-622-6599 USA & Mexico Fax 1-800-833-1960 or (713) 699-6700 My |__(905) 265-9339 _Fax (305) 265-1164 


All merchandise shipped with manufacture supplied accessories. Extended warranties available on some products. We ship within one working day via UPS or Federal Express. Prices quoted over the phone are for mail order only. In store prices may be slightly 
igher. All prices quoted are F.O.B. Houston & all sales are final. Defective mechandise must be exchanged within 10 days of receipt of goods. Please call for exchange authorization. All prices subject to change without notice. Vidicomp is an authorized GSA Supplier 


BR-S800U BR-SSO0U 
RM-G800U 


OF 


Advanced Digital S-VHS Editing System. . 

Full-Field 3D TBC. 10 Step Digital Slow Cost-Effective S-VHS Edit System with Time- 
Motion. DNR. Built-in Time-Code. 16x9 SS Code. 4 channel Audio. Heavy-Duty Drive 
capable. Component Output. Heavy-Duty 3&3 System. 32x Picture Search. Open Architec- 
Tape Transport with 5 motors. 32x Picture =F ture for future expandability. Hottest System 
Search. 4 channel Audio. Compact chassis. for 1994. 


Panasonic 


V, 


LA 


A 
aw 
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SS27 


S VHS Camcorder with Digital Special Ef- 
=: fects, 8x Zoom lens with 2 speeds, Digital 
B 12x or 100x zooms, Digital Speical Effects 

like wipe, fade, strobe and mix. 


Panasonic 
_ EDIT SYSTEM 


AGA96 


* S-VHS/VHS editing, insert and assemble 
= edit, Hi-Fi Stereo sound. Jog shuttle search, 
and Multiple programmable edits 


Panasonic 
‘ALSO WJMX30 
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video/data projectors. Please inquire for 
current mode! numbers and pricing. 
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AG-DP800 
“SUPERCAM” 


Lightest Full-Size S-VHS 3ccd Camcorder 
available. B 
dio. “DSP” yields 700 lines and 60db S/N. 
Outstanding 2 Lux sensitivity. 
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Circle 52 on Reader Service Card. 




















9 CALL TOLL FREE! IN NY & OUT OF STATE __WEALSO CARRY PAL! 
la | 14 on | -800- x y+: = y Jy Je: 3 7 A ExTenoea ID HOLIDAY HOURS! 
fou = Pe ZO ) sD “OMS: 
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CALL FOR OUR FREE CATALOG! 


PRICES VALID UNTIL END OF MONTHLY ISSUE 


CUSTOMER SERVICE LINE 
1957 CONEY ISLAND AVE BROOKLYN, NY 11223 Ask about i For In risers poe FAX NUMBERS: 


> INTERNATIONALLY RENOWNED! ty ng MAN T-300-992-9870 Wee cts 2s 





TOLL FREE TOCA & OVERSEAS 
1-718-645-1818 














+ ORIGINALLY FROM OLD ORCHARD BEACH MAINE 


= es FOR SRRISTMAS AND ae amas Y aR ARGE, 
[JVC || TECHNICS 


ce ee 





COOH 1149.99 (OIG), SM PV-54 99 PV-S770..... k io , DIGITAL GR-SZ7.... RF a a AX5S....519.99 
(C0-R400, + | TGR An ai ie a ae 


WE CARRY THEIR FULL 
HOME AUDIO LINE! 


CDIMS 399 (son 
(R61 13099 SYRWARR.....CALL} | PV-10244...589.99 


PAL MODELS ALSO AVAILABLE! PANASONIC VHS VCRs 


£ VHS VCRs pnt 


SWV-R1000.769.99.SLV-720HF 334,99] |PV-S4380..684.99 PV-445... “HY, ey 

SL-S20HF.39999 SLi-620HF 309.99] |PVS4366.43499  PVAATA..20499 | VL zat. po 550. CLL Ht 

SLV-T7OHF 36499 SLV-420....244991 Ioy ance acn ne pyAagy mS SHS. es 
8MM VCRs PV-4462.. 309.99 PV.2401..169.99 er R-5360. S-VHS VCR... WE GARRY EWA MARINE 

£V-S7000.1449.99 EV-A50..... PRO VCRS 10S OMT: reread ft OTHER HOUSINGS! 

na 189 as 30999! lng 1090,.2499 G-570...CAL Fs “139 

erga Seen 99| (AG-1970.1189.99 AG-WI...1639.99 


aN 42999 | PRO CAMCORDERS | |/f0#)....d (¢ 


BETA VCRs 195... i -455....1419: CALL (C600 (ALL : | 
SL-HF2000...(ALL S1S600......CALL] {AG-187_~. 629.99 CAL , . mle ne Laer 


LASER DISCS 3 SCHIP SVHC 2949-99] | CC. 
MDP-800..719.99  MDP-600...519.99 | |AG-DP800 SUPER ll RX-S1SVIN..34499 RX-S1SVTN..204.99 
MDP750..579.99_MDP-500..39499!] PRO ACCESSORIES RXTISVIN..264.99_RX-31SVTN..139.99 


WI-AVET....999.99  WHNX30 1789.99 ~~ ; 03 oe 
WEAVES..819.99 AG-A06....349.99 
WHS). CALL (11383. 


(SS SSS SSS 
jo LA 


XL-MC100......CALL XL-V26]IN..114.99 
CALL} |XL-M5O91N.219.99 XL-VIGTIN....99.99 , 
XL-M415TN.169.99 XL-GMB8O0TN ..CALL] } HI-8MM, COLOR VIEWFINDER, OPTICAL IMAGE 
LL} |XL-F21TTN..164.99 XM-DIninibsc...CALL] ] STABILIZATION, 12X ZOOM & MUCH MORE 


915...319 9 ; 
IAS MRDRIS 698] | LASER DISCS a JVC CASSETTE DECKS 
COMPACT DISC _| |c1p-0703.709.99 CDMA. 499 


coP-cr00580.99 COPC445.200.99| {CLD l AHZTA , a eu AO 
Orca. tan me 149 ’ Ni HEATER baad | |TD-W309TN 144.99 XD-Z5071... CAL 


OO 26899 COPG35.” CLL!" We canny onc wicnopwowes {47000 PXES, Ct jvc 


CDP 299. RIS 1608 @ Pioneer’ ||" MINI COMPONENT SYSTEM 


SONY. RECEIVERS WY-(095....69999 Mx-C3.....419.99| | CAMCORDERS og, | [HOO TON 
CASSETTE DECKS WY-(7...58499 WXS20-.. Gill] 0-522 VHS-C gfe Veamr aT on, 


VSX-D9035 699.99. VSX.403...199.99 HSA CALL VACESSA LL MX! eee ae . peeing ces Me 
ne SM ih : A99 STA WEA i ave CALL FOR PRICE! @. SATISFACTION : 
TOSI COMPACT DISC | MMi“ Wut eA CSTD WSC OAL STZ AM COL GUARANTEED : 


PD-10..4199 PATE 189 | I 
345... ~11499| lon Boy Gill. PDMAD3 "159.99 WITHIN 7 DAYS OR , 


a 144! JX-5700..... see ' 
244.99 1139.9 1X-SV55 Video Editing rocessor..319.99 200 AUTO MONEY BACK! 
- 802,209.99 PD-203 JX-188 Character Generator.......184.99 9 (V-300 hut, ALL CAMCORDERS 


eww we 


Se Oe 


HUN ERs oe aoe CALL] ine aen WX: Ths Character Generator.......109.99 | {cy i 
a ||] PACKED WITH BATTERY, 


HHC-C90..729.99- MHCC33...409.99 | ICLWM6IR.779.99. C-W503R. 149,99 | |V¥E380. i 
MHC0.599'99. MHC-550.-33999 | Ic.w7ogRs209 99. cEw403R’199.99 | |VN+Z60. R NO CHARGER, ADAPTOR, 
MHC-C55....469.99 MHC-450 ..289.99 | Icr-w603RS 169.99. CT-W103.....89.99 | |“ TBATTERIES IN Sock. MICROPHONES CALL CORDS, ETC. 


COMPANY POLICY These are phone and mail order prices only. Prices are not valid inthe retail showroom. If you wish to drive to the store, please call ahead to check instore availabilty and get the name of the salesman " spoke to. To order use Mastercard, American Express, Diners 


a a +, a 2 


Club, Visa, Canon, Discover, Carte Blanche, COD orders welcomed or mail in Bank, Cashiers or Certified Checks. fe Personal Checks and Money Orders please allow at east 4 weeks from the date we deposit your check. Call toll-free for shipping & handling charges. All merchandise is brand 
new. Exchange or refund less shi siping & less 5% restocking fee wihtin 7 days only if returned in original mint condition with carton, packing popes and unfilled warranty cords. NO EXCEPTIONS. Quantities limited. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical 
errors. PRICES ARE VALID UNTIL END OF MONTHLY ISSUE. Products offered carry International Warranty unless stated otherwise, USA Products vary in cost. Call toll free. DCA# 0898874. 
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there’s plenty to let you get interactive. 
For the 3DO machines, the hottest new 
titles include: Gex (Crystal Dynamics). 
Industry insiders are hinting this wacky 
new character, who is a bit like a sala- 
mander with body parts that grow back, 
could be the next Mario. Also look at 
The Space Shuttle (Mindscape, $49.95). 
You get a chance to get behind the con- 
trols of the Shuttle and fly it, just like in 
the PC version, but with significant 
changes. And consider True Golf Clas- 
sics: Waialae Country Club (Panasonic 
Software, $59.95). While purists decry 
simluated golf (perhaps because no one 
gets get to see your lime green pants), 
it’s hard not to see the fun in taking a 
shot at a specific course in an exotic lo- 
cation. 


CD-ROM 

People are buying the Seinfeld 
Screensaver & Planner (Byron Preiss 
Multimedia, $39.95). Why? They’re 
die-hard fans of the comedian’s hit TV 
series who want to incorporate clips 
from the show into the workings of 
their computer and have a daily plan- 
ner with comments from the comic. 
Sports fans will surely enjoy The Sport- 
ing News NBA Basketball Guide 
(Compton’s New Media, $49.95), 
which includes complete stats on the 
1993 season, full-motion videos of key 
players and games and historical files 
dating back decades. 


PCS AND MACS 

If you have the time and the brain 
power, there are computer games that 
will blow your mind. One of the most 
talked and screamed about is Myst 
(Broderbund, $50). Flight Simulator 
(Microsoft, $42) is a lot more fun than I 
expected, especially since all I wanted 
to do at first was see what it was like to 
nosedive into a mountain. But the joys 
of flying a plane correctly have their re- 
wards as well. Movies buffs will definite- 
ly want a copy of Cinemania (Microsoft, 
$56), which features everything you 
want to know about most movies you 
can think of and plenty you haven't. 


FOR KIDS 

Finally, here’s some of the stuff I’m 
filling the little nipper’s stockings with 
this year: On VHS, it’s The Nutcraker 
(Warner, $19.99), a new version of the 
holiday tale featuring the New York 
Ballet and (ulp!) Macauley Culkin. On 

CD-ROM, I like Cyberboogie 
(Ehrlich Multimedia). You may not 
have heard of Sharon Lois & Bram, but 
I guarantee your kids have. Now the 
charming musical trio has its own CD- 
ROM, letting kids create their own ani- 
mation to SLGB songs. 

In the laserdisc arena, consider How 


the Grinch Stole Christ-mas/Horton 
Hears a Who (MGM/ UA, $29.98), two 
of Dr. Seuss’ zaniest stories. For 3DO, 
check out Mathemagics: Interactive 
Learning Cube (L3 Interactive, 
$39.95), a challenging math game for 
ages 12 and above that teaches kids 
methods of multiplying and dividing. 
Have a CD-i that needs feeding? Try 
Lamb Chop’s Play Along (Philips, 
$14.98). You gotta love the ageless 
Shari Lewis and her puppet pals, now 
delighting a third generation of kids. 
The CD-i disc, based on her popular 


TV series, features songs and stories. m= 








DIREGTORY 


continued from page 76 


Mother’s Boys 

1994. Jamie Lee Curtis, Peter Gallagher, 
Joanne Whalley-Kilmer; dit. Yves 
Simoneau. When mother Curtis comes 
back after years of abandonment of her 
family, look out. The spouse is added to the 
growing list of movies about people we 
trust who turn on us and make our lives 
hell. Avoid extra-marital lovers, room- 
mates, nannies, cops, biggest fans, tenants, 
shrinks and anyone who smiles a lot. 
Stereo. (R) 96 min. LD letterboxed 
$39.99. Miramax. 


White Christmas 

A0th Anniversary Collector’s Edition 

1954. Danny Kaye, Bing Crosby, Rosemary 
Clooney, Vera Ellen; dir. Michael Curtiz. 
Curtiz does to Christmas what he once did 
to war-time bars owned by embittered men 
named Rick. Includes CD of score with 
Irving Berlin songs put over by Peggy Lee, 
Crosby and Kaye, Clooney’s script, 8 x 10 
glossies and brochure. Stereo, Technicolor. 
(NR) 120 min. VHS letterboxed $59.95. 


Paramount. 


The Year of the Dragon 

1985. Mickey Rourke, John Lone, Ariane; 
dir. Michael Cimino, w. Oliver Stone and 
Cimino. Only one thing could be worse 
than sitting through a film from the direc- 
tor of Thunderbolt and Lightfoot and 
Heaven's Gate, the addition of star Mickey 
Rourke. Stereo. LD letterboxed $49.98. (R) 
136 min. MGM/UA. 


DRAMA 


Lifeforce 

1985. Patrick Stewart, Peter Firth; Tobe 
(Chainsaw) Hooper. Space shuttle on res- 
cue mission discovers the source of vampire 
legends—the hard way. Includes added 
footage. Surround. (R) 116 min. LD letter- 
boxed $34.98. MGM/UA. 


Germinal 

1994. Gerard Depardieu, Miou-Miou; dir. 
Claude Berri. For those who like solid 19th 
century French realist dramas in which the 
actions of the protagonists inevitably lead 
to unforseen and inevitable tragedy, Berri’s 
adaptation of Emile Zola’s masterpiece set 





against a miners’ strike will be a pip. 
Surround. (R) 158 min. VHS priced for 
rental. LD $39.95. Columbia TriStar. 


For a Lost Soldier 

1993. Jeroen Krabbe; dir. Roeland 
Kerbosch. Man looks back at his first love 
as a Dutch boy with a Canadian soldier 
from the liberating army during WWII. 
Mono, subtitled. (NR) 92 min. VHS only, 
$89.98. Fox Lorber. 


Oblivion 

1994. Carel (Lurch) Struychen, Julie 
(Catwoman) Newmar, George (Sulu) 
Takai; dir. Sam Irvin. Cowboys and aliens 
shoot it out when Red (“Half man, half 
lizard and all mean”) comes to town in this 
beloved-bit-player filled sci-fi western. 
Ultra Stereo. (PG) 94 min. VHS priced for 
rental. Full Moon. 


Thief 

1981. James Caan, Tuesday Weld, James 
Belushi, Willie Nelson; dir. Michael Mann. 
Master safe cracker goes in for one last job 
to the music of Tangerine Dream, Willie 
Dixon and Mighty Joe Young. Surround. 
(R) 124 min. LD letterboxed $49.98. 
MGM/UA 


Trancers 5: Sudden Deth 

1994. Tim Thomerson, The final chapter 
(sure!) in which Jack Deth must survive 
the onslaught of the evil Lord Caliban, res- 
urrected one last time (right!) “with more 
power and ferocity than ever.” What more 
do you want? Maybe THX Surround and 
the latest Videozone videomagazine. THX 
Surround. (NR) 73 min. + 20 min. Video- 
zone. VHS priced for rental. Full Moon. 


SPECIAL INTEREST 


The Academy Award Winners: 

The First Fity Years 

1994. Dir. Jeff Forrester. Ten-volume collec- 
tor’s set featuring footage from what the 
Academy considered to be the greatest 
Hollywood movies, and the award cere- 
monies that honored them, from 1927 (The 
Jazz Singer) to the ’70s (Rocky). Mono/ 
stereo. (NR) 50 min. each episode. VHS 
“omit $14.95 per episode. Brentwood Home 
Video. 


Little Monsters 

at School CD-ROM 

Mac and Windows. Multimedia storybook 
adapted from the Little Monster books by 
Mercer Mayer, author of Just Grandma and 
Me. 3-8 year olds can join Little Monster as 
he learns ABCs, numbers, music, science, 
etc., takes care of his pet and makes a new 
friend. Kids can click to hear words pro- 
nounced, jokes told, and songs sung. $40. 
Living Books. 


20th Century Video 

Almanac CD-ROM 

MPC. New version of the Almanac previ- 
ously issued in 3DO and MS-DOS ver- 
sions. Five-disc set that uses more than five 
hours of video, extensive audio, more than 
2,000 photos and thousands of pages of 
text to bring you the last hundred years of 
history. Allows browsing on the Timeline or 
geographically, or search jumping to an 
event, date or subject. Mindscape. . 
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JVC GRSZ7 
S-VHS-C Camcorder 
* Hi-fi stereo 

* 100X digital power zoom 

* 0.06 Lux * Image stabilizer 
* Remote control 

* 57,000 pixel CCD 


CALL 


IVE GRAX7OU Color viewlinder tite generator wiemote CALL 
JVC GRAX30U VHs-C, 12x zoom 1 lux LOW 
JVC GRAX37U VHS-C, 2 lux,random assemble edit PRICE 


Ricoh R-16 
8mm Camcorder 5 
* 10:1 variable speed zoom lens gf 
* Auto fade * Stereo sound i 
* Color viewfinder 
* Wireless remote control 

oie 


LOW PRICE * 


Canon UCS5, UCS3, ES100, ES100, L2 
Sharp VLE30U, VLH400U;, VLE40U 
FULL LINE OF SANYO TVs VCRs & CAMCORDERS 


LASER DISC PLAYERS 


Brand Name 
Laser Disc Player 
* Full function 

remote control 
* Clear visual scan 
* 8-Bit laser disc player 


ORIG. $489 
NOW ONLY S3 7 9 
Panasonic LX600 Auto reverse optical out multi laser disc player 


Panasonic LX900 Auto reverse play, jog shuttle w/remote control 
Panasonic LX101 Remote MASH, edit search S-VHS output 


SOUND PROCESSORS 


Hughes AK-500 

. ORIG. 
Sound Retriever $179 
The AK-500 also restores dynamics, depth and * 
incredible width to all of your sound. It adds spacious 
ambiance to mono, stereo, or surround-type encoded 
material. The AK-500 does not require extra amps or 


rear speakers, and allows you to quick 

upgrade your present investment : 56 g 
Hughes AK-100 s 

Sound Retrieval System 2 39 


‘Some pictures for illustration ay Not fesponsible for typographical errors * No refunds on video or car stereo produets » 10 Day detective exchange from date of receipt Al 
e In original condition and packaging eStandard shipping applies Shipping and handling are not refundable « 


_Testockingtee » ftems must 


Hitachi VME55A 
8mm Compact Camcorder 
* 16X F1.4 lens system 

*1 Lux minimum illumination 

* Electronic image stabilizer 

¢ Instant zoom 

* Digital signal processing 


rate #1 CO ALL 


Hitachi VMHSQA tis Stereo EIS, color viewfinder 24X digital zoom 
Hitachi VMH71A tis Stereo water resistant 16:9 recording 
Hitachi VMH39A Hi8cIS Worlds smallest and lightest camcorder 


SPECIAL PURCHASE ‘ 


*19 Micron, 8 head —— 
video system = 
* Universal remote w/jog shuttle ORIG. $449 


¢ VHS Hi-Fi stereo sound and MTS so 9 9g | 


¢ Variable skip search 


JVC HRVPGOGU Remote contro! VHS vcr VcRPLUS+ CALLE 
Panasonic PV4461 ti-i MTS VCRPLUS+ hd cleaner LOW} 
JVC HRS4900 S-VHS remote contro! VCR w/og shutle PRICE 


YOUR STORE FOR THE BEST SELECTION 
OF COMPONENTS FOR BUILDING THE 
ULTIMATE HOME THEATER ROOM ! 

















Panasonic PV900 
VHS Camcorder 
* 12X Power zoom lens 
* Fully automatic 
© 1 Lux minimum illumination 
* Digital tracking * 27,000 
Pixel CCD 


CALL 


Panasonic PV54 £15 color viewtinder His stereo 12X 00m 1 lu 24.9 
Panasonic PVS64 $-VHS-C Color viewinder 12X zoom 2a 84.6 
Panasonic PVIQ304, PVIO404, PVIQ504, PVIQ604 


AN Selector 
elector 

«4 inputs/2 outputs CALL 
JVC JXS700 7 inputs /4 outputs S-Video on all in/out 42mHz,remote 
Panasonic WJAVET PIP, Color corrector, joystick superimpose 
Panasonic WJAVES Digital special effects, 98 white pattterns 
Sony RME700 8mm RC editing controller 

Sony XVD1000 Special etfects generator | SON 

Sony CVPM3 Video printer 


PROLOGIC RECEIVERS 


Brand Nameg 
Pro Logic 
Receiver 
Dolby® Pro Logic 
surround sound 
Adj digital time delay « Discrete front amps 
15W/ch for center and rear 


55W/ch for front /R ORIG. $350 S 
NOW ONLY 2 5 9 


Sherwood RV5030R Dolby Pro Logic receiver w/remote CALL 
Sherwood RVG03OR Dolby Pro Logic receiver wiremote CALL 
Technics SAGX530 Dolby Pro Logic receiver wremote S839 


CENTER CHANNEL SPEAKERS 


Audio Source 
VS One 
* High intensity video 
shielded drivers 
¢ Dual 4” drivers 
¢ 1” Ferrofluid-filled dome tweeter 


* Matte-black cabinet ORIG. $119 S 
NOW ONLY “OD 


JBL SC3O5_ dual 5 1/4’ drivers & 1/2" dome tweeter = GALLE 
Celestion CSC dual 3 1/2" drivers w/1” tweeter FOR 

Canton AVSOO Dual 45” drivers w/t" dome tweeter = LOW} 
Monitor Audio CC200 Dua 4.5’ crivers w/3/4" tweeter PRICE | 





il returnsmust be made within 10 days of receipt of mercharidige & are subject toa 
No tax on out of state purchases + Non-commissioned salesinati * Next day and second day delivery avatlable 





All shipments shi pp same 1e day o 


or we pay th e freight. 


Subject to availabili hy/er redit a appr od a 


PRICE, 


CURVICH ft 


OVE CALL 


Master ee ; 
; | —_ 
uh ~) <a) 


Corporate & Educational PO’s Welcome. : 





ONE CALL 








GHATS TY ALL 





AV RECEIVERS - SEPARATES CAMCORDERS - VCR’S - TV'S 


| SPEAKERS - (D'S - 


BOOK SHELF-CAR = HOME THEATER - PROJECTION 


PORTABLE - THX - PRO LOGIC LASER - INDUSTRIAL - INTERACTIVE 





SLR’S - POINT ‘N SHOOT - 35mm LENSES 


PROFESSIONAL GEAR - ENLARGERS - TRIPODS 


BINOCULARS - TELESCOPES 


All Audio, Video & Photo Accessories 
Phones, Dictation, Radar, CB’s & More 


ALL MAJOR BRANDS! 


Authorized dealer for all manufacturers. 


(1-800-663-5255) 


Open - 7 days - 7am— 6pm PST 
W. 418 Riverside - Spokane, WA 99201 
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TUBE OR PROJECTION—THE BIGGEST TV 
SCREENS AND THE BIGGEST SELECTION! 


TOSHIBA 

















POWERVIDEO HAS AN ALL STAR LINE-UP OF FRONT 
SCREEN PROJECTORS WITH IMAGES UP TO 250 INCHES. 


Pan Atel alloy I bought my friend’s VCR and camcorder from Powervideo. Not eal ie A INS O R D) E R S 
INDUSTRIAL only were the prices great, but the people were very helpful Oe SONY 


with which items would work best for us. They even delivered 


everything the next day, just in time for his birthday! 
check 
out our | VCRs LASER DISC 


large inventory of Panasonic 
JVC PLAYERS 













Industrial products. 


HIFI STEREO ERM a aia 7 a E 
CONGONENIS 


GREAT SOUND—GREAT DEALS . SONY brands in laser disc players at the 
from Kenwood, Sony, & Technics a Se Industrial Hi-Fi Stereo lowest prices possible. 


including cassettes, CDs, surround 5 my 5V0-1410, S¥0-1610 INEEISNO@) aS 


sound processors & ::: 


THX |.A/V receivers TOSHIBA_, }4Panasonic 
DU [pousy surrounp | 


PRO*LOGIC 
SDINIe Hi-Fi Stereo Hi-Fi Stereo The ultimate 
sees M-650, M660, M760 PI-S4480, PV.S4366, PY-4462 accessory 


SPEAKERS Se 











Powervideo has all the famous 





























































A great | trivod 
combination: MX-1 he te "4 
Editor/Mixer & TM 2000 Titler ights, tilters, 


Score big with “== 


lenses, microphones, soft and 
the Bose Acoustimass 


Panasonic hard cases, under water housings, 









A new star combination: Series speakers or tapes, cables, 
WI-AVE7, our complete line of A eecegem and much more. 
and the JBL sound effects oe 

WJ-AVEI Titler 


Et 
and THX speakers . 3 SN WOES 


ASK ABOUT OUR 2, 3 AND 5 YEAR EXTENDED SERVICE CONTRACT WITH MAINTENANCE 














LARGEST AUTHORIZED 
DEALER IN NORTH AMERICA 
FOR ALL PRODUCTS WE SELL 
All products are facto i 
no hace pig » Le ps i. 
Overnight service also een 
No surcharge for check, money 
order, C.0.D. or credit card. 

All quoted prices are for mail order only 


lesa a 





A DIVISION OF VIDEOLAND, INC. 


1-800-877-2900 


Customer Service: 713-772-4400 ¢ Fax. 713-772-6500 
680 Homwood Drive, Houston, Texas 77074 ° Open IV+F 8:30am - 8:30pm; Sat 10am -5pm; Sun 12 noon - 5pm (CST) 
Circle 53 on Reader Service Card. 












Call for VM-H71, 
VM-H57, VM-H59, & VM-H38 








MAIL-ORDER GUIDELINES 


Note; These. regulations do not per- 
tain to orders placed over the telephone 
and charged to a’ credit card. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR MAIL-ORDER PURCHASERS 


1. Read the ad carefully. 














2. Whether you place your order by 
mail or by telephone, confirm the exact 
price (including any rebates) and any ad- 
ditional costs such as warranties, ship- 
ping, handling and insurance before you 
place your order. 























Save on cable rental fees! 







3. Check with the advertiser re- 
garding any warranties offered Gr availa- 
ble for purchase. 















4. Check whether the advertiser 
has a return policy and a restocking charge. 


5. Keep a record of your order and 
all other transactions and get the names 
of all persons with whem you speak. 










6. Never send cash. Pay by check 
or money order or with a credit card so 
you will have a record of your transac- 
tion. If you pay by_credit card, you may 
have a.greater measure of recourse in 
the event the advertiser does not per- 
form. (Check the complaint procedures 
of your credit card companies. ) 


E’LL BEAT 
ANY PRICE! 







7. If you receive damaged or im- 
proper merchandise, contact the adver- 
tiser as soon as possible. 


8. Get a receipt from the shipper 
whenever you return merchandise. 


9. Since VIDEO Magazine will not 
continue to accept advertising from busi 
nesses that have engaged in a regular 
pattern of unfair or improper dealing 
with our readers, try to determine which 
have been long-standing advertisers 


WHAT TO DO IF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM 


1. Allow 30 days for receipt of or- 
der or delay notification. 































JERROLD ¢ TOCOM ¢ ZENITH 
OAK ¢ PIONEER @ HAMLIN 
SCIENTIFIC ATLANTA 









2. Contact the advertiser in writing, 
stating the merchandise ordered, the 
price and date of order, and the nature 
of your complaint. Include proof of pay- 
ment (copy of cancelled check, showing 
both sides, credit card statement, etc. ). 
Keep a copy for your records. 








3. Allow two weeks for a response 
from the advertiser. 










4. If your complaint is still not re- 
solved, contact us in writing (no phone 
calls, please), enclosing copies of all cor- 
respondence and proof of payment 

along with an explanation. of what has 
transpired. 


Mail to: 

VIDEO Magazine 
Advertiser Complaint Dept. 
460 West 34th Street 

New York, NY 10001 


Mastercard ¢ American Express ° Visa ¢ C.0.D. 




















1 HAVE MAKE AND MODEL NUMBER OF EQUIPMENT USED IN YOUR AREA 


Other organizations that can assist you if 
you have a problem. 

DIRECT MARKETING ASSOCIATION 
1101 17th Street N.W. 

Washington D.C. 20036 

(212) 768-7277 x300 

Mail Order Action Line 

Your local postmaster 

(Ask for the name and address of the 
appropriate “Inspector-in-Charge.") 









FOR ORDERS ONLY 
























ALL SHIPPING & HANDLING FEES AT CUSTOMER’S EXPENSE 
Anyone implying theft of service will be denied assistance. 


| CABLE WAREHOUSE 


10117 WEST OAKLAND PARK BLVD., SUITE 315, SUNRISE, FL 33351 
NO FLORIDA SALES 







Your state or local consumer protection 
office or the office closest to the adver- 
tiser. 










The Better Business Bureau. 


Your state Attorney General's office. 





Circle 54 on Reader Service Card. 
































NOBODY 
BEATS 
US 











VIDEO TAPE 








Electronics 


8418 LILLEY ROAD 
CANTON MICHIGAN 48187 


























MAIL-ORDER GUIDELINES 


Note: These, regulations do not per- 
tain to orders placed over the telephone 
and charged to a’ credit card. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR MAIL-ORDER PURCHASERS 


1. Read the ad carefully. 




























2. Whether you place your order by 
mail or by telephone, confirm the exact 
price (including any rebates) and any ad- 
ditional costs such as warranties, ship- 
ping, handling and insurance before you 
place your order. 


2 Chaale sith tho adsactioc 
















NOBODY 
BEATS 
US 









VIDEO TAPE 





Planet _ 
¢ Electronics 








tl 


Which video formats CL] VHS L} S-VHS CL] 8mm LC) Hi 
do you currently own? L] Beta L] Laser Disc 


tt 





Do you record and edit your own video movies? ©) Yes J No 

What products do you plan to buy in the next 12 months? 

C) vCR CJ Camcorder CJ TV CO VideoTape (J AW Component 
C) Video Editor/Generator (1 Tripod, Lights, Lenses, Bags 





Name 

Address 

City State Zip 
Telephone Number ( ) 


CODE VIM4 








— AUTHORIZED DEALER OF gm ALL MAJOR VIDEO EQUIPMENT BRANDS 


Jue marmene ron 


Pianet —_Electronics 
——— 


SONY VCR's © TV's © AUDIO 


CAMCORDERS © VIDEO PRINTERS at PL aie : ae CALL 800-247-4663 FOR YOUR 
eo : weLCONe, | FREE COPY OF OUR 64 PAGE 
w PANASONIC puowe oS (| PLANET AUDIO AND VIDEO CATALOG 
: - ° sii FILLED WITH SPECS AND PRICING ON 


EVERYTHING FROM CAMCORDERS TO VCR’S, 
TV'S AND ALL AUDIO AND VIDEO PRODUCTS! 


i & 1 
bw 
Pent 


PANASONIC VCR's The Planet Policy of Customer Satisfaction 
CAMCORDERS TV's bee ; Planet Electronics wants to be your source. for video and audio equipment. 
EDITOR © VIDEO PRINTERS pursue , : With your satisfaction in mind, we offer the best deals possible on brand- 
Sen new merchandise and support it with full service before and afier the sale. 
Our success rests on satisfied customers and we greatly value your repeat 
C. er wrenar ee i) business and referrals. We offer no “backdoor deals”, “special prices on 
an On “ : refurbished products”, or use any “bait and switch” or “hidden charges” 
tactics, All Planet Electronics merchandise is fully factory authorized and 
Jaciory sealed, brand-new merchandise that we have priced below average 

retail prices. We want our customers to get the best deal on the best mer- 

chandise with the best service available anywhere. 


Jve ver's ™., 
TV's © CAMCORDERS © CD's 


ct0R 
AUDIO/VIDEO RECEIVERS a CAMCORDER ee (SIMO Fs 
CASSETTE DECKS : Se oye 
re BATTERIES NN, dito acasaneiak: mek eee eurons 
& —s We Stock’em All. , J | \ 3016 Monopod 3179Tri-pod TITLERS * LIGHTS 
gy ee Just Call! \ 3116 Mini 3170 Tripod MIXERS « BATTERY 


RCA VCR's © TV's / \ 3140 Pro 3160 Tripod. AEEGRSHENS 
: tn, : 


NOR, LJ x one 


ng i spr wonste? b & : “ 
PHILIPS HI-FI yw" = CTTIZEN” oct EY oot . etOhy 
AUDIO/VIDED es ae CAMCORDER MONITORS es? AKJAZDEN' szoen ninco me's . 
RECEIVERS MULTICD ~— |. cp. 3" COLOR MONITOR M329. ~—- WADY PRO VIDEO IMPROVE CAMCORDER PERFORMANCE 24" | 
PLAYERS *€D-l*DEC = =\.cD 4" COLOR MONITOR M938 —s MIs. « HEADPHONES AZDENLENS*REWINDERS «MIXERS 


Videorand Audio, Planet's Gonit Ale ust Gall! 





has 
© ed 
ee is on the Planet 


t : ® Best Deal 
heme ee ug - ® Super Service 


ct Support **" 
; pees eactoey Authorized Sales 


» All Factory-Sealed eure 
» Fast Shipping within 24 | 








ELECTRONICS 
IN MICHIGAN CALL 1-313-453-4750 
Call with an Order or Questions Today, and Ask for a Free Catalog! NO CREDIT CARD FEES! waa 


Circle 55 on Reader Service Card. 
































VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 





VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


To place an advertisement in VIDEO Magazine's Classifieds: 


REQUIREMENTS: 

Payment must accompany advertisement. We ac- 
cept checks, money orders and Mastercard/Visa. 
NOTE: ADVERTISERS USING A P.O, BOX NUM- 
BER MUST INCLUDE PERMANENT STREET AD- 
DRESS, TELEPHONE NUMBER AND CONTACT 
PERSON'S NAME FOR VIDEO MAGAZINE'S RE- 
CORDS. ADVERTISEMENTS RECEIVED WITH- 
OUT THIS INFORMATION WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED, 


All advertisements are subject to Publisher's approv- 
al. VIDEO Magazine is not responsible for typo- 
graphical errors. No “regular” advertisements will be 
allowed for the exchange, rental, trade, or sale of 
videotapes due to the potential problem of copyright 
infringement. No advertisement will be accepted 
which offer for sale products or services that have 
been illegal because they infringe on copyright pro- 
tection or other forms of property ownership. 


ACCESSORIES 


A/V ACCS., ELECTRONICS ACCS, AUDIO 
MIXERS, AUTO AUDIO, AND VIDEO TAPE. 
LS PRODUCTS, 1454 ROCKAWAY PARKWAY 
BOX#240, BROOKLYN, NY 11236. SEND $2 
FOR CATALOG. 


SINGERS Wears 
L sVOCALS 
Unlimited, Low Cost, Instantly Available # 
the Original P 
hing Karaoke 
gives you the 
n Vocal Eliminator' 
se Brochure & Demo Tape. 
LT Sound Dept VI-4 
7988 LT Parkwa 
Lithonia, GA 30058 
24 Hour Demo/Info Request Line (404)482-2485 - Ext 404 
When You Want Something Better Than Karaoke! 


BETAPHILE 


WIDE SELECTION OF BETA FORMAT Videos. 
VCRs. & Accessories. Send $5.00 for a serious 
BETA CATALOG with Sale Prices. ABSOLUTE 
BETA, PO Box 130, Remington, VA 22734. 


BLANK TAPES 


PRO JVC LICENSED PRODUCT 
ALL SIZES VHS/SVHS 
FROM $1.70 
ORDERS 800-307-5215 


VHS TAPE MANUFACTURER Professional 3M 
MAXELL, JVC, BASF, FUJI From T-5 to T-180. 
$0.68. VHS Cases Labels S-VHS, HI-8. Call 
818-442-8755. AVI Inc., 2328 Durfee Ave., Unit 
J, El Monte, CA 91732. 


AGRADE BLANK VIDEO-TAPES SALE T-90 


$1.30, T-120 $1.50.CALL ETC. 800-652-2048. 
40-12 59TH STREET WOODSIDE, NY 11377. 


SONY “HI 8” METAL-P $3%, 

































swine =] _~—: 10028 - 1008250" 

USED TAPES. ie Ko) * MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

Bulk erased. A * Quantities Limited 
Includes cataLoa * California Orders add sales tax 






storage box. #VCU-1 + S/H $4.00 per order * NO COD 
tot. FREE 1-800-826-5432 vs.mc.DS 
ALL ELECTRONICS - P.O. Box 567 Van Nuys, CA 91408 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


Books Of Photography and Art Celebrating 
Beauty And Grace By Graham Ovenden, David 
Hamilton, Sally Mann, Jock Sturges, Irine lonesco, 
Jan Saudek, Ron Oliver. a.o. $2 Catalog. Ophelia 
Editions, P.O. Box 2377-V, New York, NY 10185. 


























Advertisers must guarantee publisher that none of 
the materials and/or services sold through the adver- 
tisement violates any federal laws. Any violators will 
be barred from future advertising in the magazine. 


WORD ADVERTISEMENT: 

Per Word: $6.00 (15 word minimum) 

All words regardless of length, abbreviation, symbol 
or numeral will be counted as one word. P.O. Box 
numbers/Street address are counted as two words; 
City/State/Zip Code are counted as two words. 


DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENT: 
Per Inch: 
1X 6X 12X 


$535 $515 $460 
Camera ready art required and pre-payment 





BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


INVENTORS: The Concepts Network represents 
inventors who want to PATENT and MARKET their 
new product ideas. Call 1-800-835-2246 Ext. 67 for 
a FREE information kit. 


SEEKING MANUFACTURING CO-VENTURE 
PARTNER FOR PATENTED VIDEO BULK 
LOADER. PHONE 303-772-2838, FAX 
303-678-9545. 








CABLE 


CABLE T.V. CONVERTERS JERROLD ® , ZE- 
NITH, PIONEER, OAK, Scientific Atlanta, and 
many more. 12 years experience gives us the AD- 
VANTAGE VISA/MC AMEX COD. ADVANTAGE 
ELECTRONICS, INC. 1-800-952-3916 1125 
Riverwood Dr., Burnsville, MN 55337. 


REVOLUTIONARY NEW PRODUCT. Universal 
Box. Works on all Jerrolds and Pioneer Systems. 
Mega Electronics 1-800-676-6342. 


CABLE T.V. CONVERTERS, DE- 
SCRAMBLERS. Scientific Atlanta, Zenith, Jer- 
rold, Pioneer, Oak. Replacements for most models. 
Quality. Price and Service. Visa M/C. Dealer In- 
quires invited. EAGLE ELECTRONICS INC. 
1-800-259-1187, Number One, 1301 Rail- 
head Blvd., Naples, FL 33963 


PREVENT DESCRAMBLER DAMAGE - 
DON'T BITE THE BULLET!!!! Snooper Stopper 
Data Pulse Blocker $34.95 - Data Blocker with 
Dual Surge Protection $54.95-Remote Control A/B 
Switch $39.95 - Video -Connections, Inc. 
1-305-741-7284. 


DIGITAL VIDEO STABILIZER Removes all 
video tape copy protection, caused by copy guard, 
on pre-recorded tapes 454.95 - Video Connec- 
tions, Inc. 1-305-741-7284. 


CABLE TV CONVERTERS & ACCESSORIES. 
Wholesalers welcome! 30 Day Money Back Guar- 
antee! Free Catalog! PERFORMANCE ELEC- 
TRONICS INC. 1-800-815-1512. 


DIGITAL VIDEO STABILIZER. Eliminates all 
video tape copy protection, $39.95. TWH ELEC- 
TRONICS, 708-481-5295. 


Cable TV Converters! Jerrold, Scientific, 
Atlanta, Zenith, Pioneer, Oak...Excellent 
Prices! Personable Service! 30 Day Money 
Back Guarantee! INNOVATIVE ELECTRON- 
par INC. 1-800-493-5474. Ask for John or 
Bill. 

































Please mail all advertising copy to: 
VIDEO MAGAZINE CLASSIFIEDS 
460 West 34th Street 

New York, NY 10001 

(212) 947-6500, FAX (212) 947-6727 














ISSUE RESERVE MAT. 
February 1995 11/23/94 12/1/94 
March 1995 12/29/94 1/5/95 
April 1995 1/26/95 2/2/95 
May 1995 3/2/95 3/9/95 








SS 
Master Cara 
ate? 


TEST MODULES SUPER CUBE For Jerrold 
DPBB 7XXX. CFT 2XXX. DPV 7XXX, Scientific At- 
lanta. Tocom, 5507 Mapper, 5503 Mapper, Zenith. 
Call 1-800-939-5553. No CA Sales. 


DEALERS ONLY- Test Chips at below wholesale 
prices. Scientific Atlanta Quick Boards & 40-Pin Mi- 
cros. All Jerrold including DPBB, CFT & R2-V5. Pi- 
oneer. Zenith & others. DIRECT FROM 
MANUFACTURER. Software & Master Files Avail- 
able. 1-800-618-7480. 


CABLE HACKERS HANDBOOK. Reveals all in- 
sider information. Only $19.95. Don't be sorry, or- 
der now! 1-800-618-7480. 


SECRET CABLE DESCRAMBLERS! Build your 
own Descrambler for LESS than $12.00 in SEVEN 
EASY STEPS! RADIO SHACK Parts List and 
FREE Descrambling Methods that COST NOTH- 
ING To Try, Included. Send $10.00 to: INFORMA- 
TION FACTORY, P.O. Box 669, Seabrook, Texas 
77586. For C.0.D.'s 1-713-922-3512 Any Time! 


DIGITAL VIDEO STABILIZER- Eliminates all 
video copyguards during playback of pre-recorded 
tapes. $23.95. For Information Send a #10 SASE 
to: MARKETING BY DESIGN, P.O. BOX 84, Port 
Murray, NJ 07865. 


SCIENTIFIC ATLANTA AND JERROLD DE- 
SCRAMBLERS. LARGEST SELECTION. NEW 
EQUIPMENT. CALL EVERYONE ELSE THEN 
CALL US FOR THE BEST PRICE. NO CALIF. 
SALES. ACME CABLE PRODUCTS. (209) 
431-9111. 


CABLE DESCRAMBLERS. BARGAIN HEAD- 
QUARTERS, ALL BRANDS. ABSOLUTELY 
THE LOWEST PRICES! NOBODY BEATS US! 
RP ELECTRONICS 1-800-304-3604 


DIGITAL VIDEO STABILIZER Removes all 


video tape copyguard protection on pre-recorded 
tapes $29.95. A-PLUS 1-800-877-7587. 


¢ CABLE T.V. 9 
e EQUIPMENT 


























All makes and models! Low Prices. Quantity 
discounts. FREE CATALOG. C.0.D orders 
accepted. No Illinois orders. 


L&L ELECTRONICS INC. 
1430 Miner Street, Suite 522 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
We Accept MasterCard and Visa 

-800-542-8190 


YEARS OF CUSTOMER SATISFACTION! 
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pCABLE FGj,| CHANNELS 


l EQuiPME D 
ip NTEE 



















VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


I The nationwide source 
a for cable TV equipment. 





“BUY WHERE THE DEALERS BUY." l : . ° | 
I} Get the latest technology in cable 
| F TV Cable Descrambiers | 
| bee Seco sce mo]! converters and descramblers 
| Why put up with Inconeistent © Best prices 
Your VCR Tapes Colo, Flashes end Streaking |] Save on ri ¥ rental fees 


CAN PLAY AS rencel E k 
CemisDel on © Quality merchandise by brand-name 
manufacturers 


| en : pan nthe © Friendly personal service 
soi ml © Thirty-day money back guarantee 
* Easy Connections A . ‘4 
| mint janing : alls Konan ie Dep! aa = : 


| ° Copy any tape ° 2 Year Warranty 
¢ RC Plugs Included * 30 Day Money Back Gurantee | ‘ 2 . 
You'll appreciate the premium view when you order from us! Call for free catalog 
460 W. ROGER RD. #106, TUCSON, AZ 85705 ] 800-841 7835 


Caste TV DESCRAMBLERS 


I VISA © MC SAVE 
JERROLD, SCIENTIFIC ATLANTA, ZENITH, PIONEER, Tocom, Oak, HAMLIN, PANASONIC, EAGLE, STARCOM 




















cov. Pimrslelehisygssiorer 38 1000's | 


CABLE TV DESCRAMBLERS 


¢ Quantity Discounts ¢ 24 Hour Shipping 
e Save Money Don't Rent 
NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICE 
Call Us Last For Best Price 
1-800-677-0321 
Anyone implying theft of service will be denied service 
VCI - NO FLORIDA SALES 










# ONE YEAR WARRANTY ON ALL PRODUCTS IN WRITING! 
* Buy 2 SAVE 10% ON SECOND UNIT. 
* FRIENDLY, COURTEOUS SERVICE. 





WE GUARANTEE YOUR COMPLE TE SATISEACTION WELLE A 30 DAY NO RISK TRIAL PERIOD 


Gl ; FoR A FREE CATALOG OR QUESTIONS CALL: 
ECTRONIC 


$s 379 
7914 W. Docs Rp #334 Ouana, NE 68114 


CRYSTAL CLEAR IMAGE 


with Precise Image ,, video stabilizer. 


Eliminate all copy protection with high-tech 

digital filters. Automatic track signal level for 

Precise Color and Image reproduction. AC (i 
powered. 2-year warranty. Made in U.S.A. ‘ 
VEXCEL INC. $ 69.25 
1-800-495-6888 _ plus shipping 


FREE Catalog 


Converters & Descramblers 
30-Day Guarantee 
Best Prices*Best Warranties 


STOP JAMMING 
yy 
If you rent video tapes 
they’re jamming you too. 


When playing back rented movies you will 
notice annoying flashes, streaks, jitters. This 
is caused by copy protection jamming 
embedded in the video. The MVE2000 will 
spot and completely eliminate Macrovision 

) and all current copy protection giving you a 
crystal clear picture. 


Guaranteed - 1 year - 30 Day Money Back 
ELIMINATES ALL COPY PROTECTION 
* Works on all TV’s, VCR’s, Beta 
* Comoletely Automatic no adjustments 
* Digital state of the art 








Cable Equipment 
Free Catalog 
Stargate SST Authorized Dealer 
Compatible with 
Jerrold ¢ Scientific Atlanta * Pioneer 
MC. Visa * Disc. e AMEX * COD 
30 Day Money Back Guarantee 



























10% Restocking Fee! 


1 Year Warranty 
Distributors Unlimited 








| "4 snip osteoe un nares pena rR 
on | 1-800-967-2603 
| Order Toll Free MasterCard*Visa 
| Di *Amex*COD 
| 1-800-967-2603 [ft chow Time Cable 
Or (417) 865-8280 “ 
Distributors Unlimited 643 N 98th St STE 260 


3825 South Campbell, 
STE 194 Springfield, MO 65807 


Omaha, NE 68114 


1-800-643-4258 | eae 


EARN EXTRA SSS 
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N U -TE K Picture 
ELECTRONICS ere 


3250 Hatch Cedar Park TX 78613 














CABLE TV 
Converters & Descramblers 
*Tocom * Oak 

“Jerrold *SA 


*Zenith * More 


| Why tolerate unbearable, monthly 
cable fees when you can buy for 
ERSTSP GIES less at Multi-Vision? 


me $ CONVERTERS 800-835-2330 


&DESCRAMBLERS 


e Works on ALL TVs 
¢ 4 Source Inputs 

® 181 Channel Capability 
e Video Command Center Remote Control 
































| 
3 


any — | 


The Only Remote 
You Will Ever Need 

a) Guaranteed To Work 
On Any Infrared Product COHUERTER 
ig Replaces Any 8 Rernotes 


25) a) %) 


¢ 

fy 

fe 
cmc 
TF 
ae 
7 
ew 
iN 


MULTI-MEDIA 


EQUIPMENT 


Soa 


Fa 
2 
«. 























~~ Makes Programming 
Migtiaees + Descramblers/Converters + Digital On-Hold Announcers 
oe * Laser Pens & Voice Mail Systems — + Bullel Protectors & Immunizers 
Cable TV Converters Plus Panasonic, Scientific 1- 8 0 0. 8 3 3. y) 9 1 ) 
| sccrsiena Atlanta, Jerrold, Pioneer and more. Professional 









Service, Good Prices. One Year Warranty - Ship mi Where The Dealers Buy * Guaranteed! 


: / COLD. implying theft of will be 9 
decinedals: Sr m Kwjeneysce Deal || FRIENDLY, COURTEOUS SERVICE 
PLAZAC SALES INC. 
1-800-A-WIRE-4-U (1-800-294-7348) 


CLEAR TV PICTURE 


Video Stabilizer VHS / S-VHS 

Removes all viewing problems while playing back any prerecorded video tapes 
Restores and stabilizes any video signal to its original strength 
Works with any VCR's and with any video format - BETA, VHS or S-VHS 
 ON/ OFF Switch with Power On indicator and Bypass-Mode for before and 

after comparison 
© Gold plated RCA jacks for better conductivity 
¢ Free Power Adapter 


vis $49.95 
sis $79.95 


S&H $8.00 
Canadian Order S&H $12.00 
1 Yr. Warranty/45 Day Money Back Guarantee! 
Visa/MasterCard/Discover Accepted oper TODAY! 


1-800-831-2050 







IMPROVE 











Cable TV Descramblers 


We offer a full line of original and 
aftermarket descramblers for Jerrold, Pioneer, 
Zenith, Scientific Atlanta, General Instruments ... 
















BEFORE 







CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 


CALL 212-947-6500 






GALT, INC. 
CALL 800-487-2225 
ae 














The clearest picture possible 
playing back movies. 
GUARANTEED 
" to eliminate copy protection. 
* No Rolls/Jitters/Flickers/Fading 
* Works on all TV’s, VCR's Beta & Cable 
® Gold Video Connectors & Cables Included 


ee Only : 2 Year Warn 
he $89.95 Gus 









Plus S&H 


: Made In USA i OVAL (al 
° ELECTRONICS 


Finally, a low cost solution to control volume problems. No more low or h igh 


volume transitions. Works with Stereo/ VCR and Home Theatre Systems. Stops the | -800-562-2252 


from audio. Ends Commercial Audio Increase!!! 2125 S. 156TH CIRCLE * OMAHA. NE 68130 
- Order Before 12-15-94 We will include the (ZQaWaeElm@cceenen - 800-752-3 571 } 


. p Same Day Shipping 
Polaris Industries 44: w. Wieuca Rd. Atlanta, GA 30342-3219 
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VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 











CABLE DIRECT 


100% MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! © 30 DAY FREE TRIAL! 


Now you can tune-in to your 

favorite cable TV programming 
and SAVE 100's—EVEN $1000's 
on premium 


CABLE TV EQUIPMENT 


Converters * Descramblers « Filters 

















FREE Cable TV Catalog 
uae’) NYVyV ~V~ \ 


MODERN ELECTRONICS 


1-800-906-6664 


2125 S. 156th CIRCLE © OMAHA, NE 68130 






CATALOGS 





TV GUIDES, CATALOGUES $2.50. TV COL- 
LECTIBLES, MAGAZINES, PLAYBOYS, ETC. 
CATALOGUE $3.00. ROGOFSKY, BOX 107- 
VM GLEN OAKS, NY 11004 


THE MACABRE VIDEO Underground Cult/Hor- 
ror Obscurities. Taboo subjects. Catalog $4.95. 
M.S.B. Route 1, Box 32, Appomattox, VA 24522. 








STEREO 
CATALOG 


For The Latest In 
Todays Most Wanted 
PANTCs Coman UA e (Xe) 
Electronics 








1°800°GET-HIF1 





DUPLICATIONS 


PROFESSIONAL QUALITY FAST TURN- 
AROUND! VHS, a 8MM, HI-8MM, Beta, 3/4” 
(SP). BetaCam(SP), ALL FORMATS. ALL 
WORLDWIDE STANDARDS. G.A.V.S., 
1-800-447-2855. 


VIDEO CONVERSIONS/ DUPLICATIONS 
BROADCAST QUALITY. ALL STDS. ALSO 
AGRADE VHS BLANKS SHIPPED NATIONWIDE 
AT LOW LOW PRICE. CALL ETC. 
1-800-652-2048, 40-12 59TH STREET, WOOD- 
SIDE, NY 11377. 














VHS + S-VHS * VHS-C * 8MM * HI-8 * BETA * 3/4" 
High Quality/Fast Service/Any Quantity 
PAL «++ NTSC «+» SECAM 


High-Tech Productions 
Toll Free 800 662-8336 in Florida (407) 750-7000 


EDUCATION/INSTRUCTIONS 


LEARN VCR REPAIR. GREAT PROFITS. HOME 
STUDY. P.C.D.I., ATLANTA, GEORGIA. FREE LIT- 
ERATURE. 800-362-7070 DEPT.VRP619. 






























































































































































FILMS/MOVIES 


1,000,000 VIDEOMOVIES /SOUNDTRACK 
LPS! Video Catalogue---$1.00. Descriptive Cata- 
logue--$9.95. Soundtracks---$1.00. RTS/VE92, 
Box 93897. Las Vegas, Nevada 89193 


RARE TV SHOWS! Programs from the 1940s 
through last night unavailable elsewhere! Call 
“The TV Connection” - (818) 709-8813 


BRITISH T.V. & FILM 400 PAGE 6000 TITLE 
CATALOG $10.00. $5.00 REFUNDABLE. LAUGH- 
ING HOUSE, P.O. BOX 8572, ANAHEIM, CALI- 
FORNIA 92812-0572 


VIDEO SEARCH..... We obtain hard-to-find 
films. 5 searches-S5 & sase. Video Finders, 
1770 N. Highland, #721V, L.A., CA 90028 

















FOR SALE 


18KT GOLDPLATED! Lowest Prices! 2Y War- 
ranty! Waterproof! SubmDivers, DaytChronos, oth- 
ers! PH (404) 682-0609, FAX (404) 682-1710 








FOREIGN VIDEO 
CONVERSIONS 


DIGITAL FOREIGN TRANSFERS, ANY 
LENGTH TAPE, $23.50 FLAT RATE:. tC CXTRA 
CHARGES. NO GIMMICKS. JUSiIT QUALITY 
WORK FOR THE LAST TWELVE YEARS! VISA/ 
MC/AMEX. PHOTOSOURCE INCORPORATED, 
18464 KUYKENDAHL, SPRING, TX 77379 
1-800-288-6163. 





PAL/SECAM/NTSC ALL STANDARDS-ALL 
FORMATS! PROFESSIONAL QUALITY, 
QUICK TURNAROUND. G.A.V.S. 
1-800-447-2855. 





HAIR GROWTH 


GROW HAIR 4 Months! New Discovery! Box 
1012-V, Makati 1250,Philippines. Follicles reacti- 
vated. Brochure $1.00. 








HOME THEATER 





HOME THEATER MADE EASY. How-to-video, 
$19.95. 1-800-335-9163 MC/VISA Accepted. Call 
Now. 

















HOW TO VIDEOS 





ACADEMIC, EXERCISE, COOKING, 
CRAFTS, HISTORICAL, 100's more. $5(re- 
funded with order) for LARGE 3500 video catalog 
OR request our FREE sample catalog. DISCOV- 
ERIES, Dept. VN94, 434 Ridgedale Ave., Suite 
11-205, E. Hanover, NJ 07936. 


INDEPENDENT PRODUCTIONS 








ATTENTION 

Effective with the July 1994 issue VIDEO 
Magazine will no longer carry ANY adver- 
tisements for adult materials in newsstand 
copies or copies mailed to our subscribers 
who have not specifically requested our 
sealed adult section. If you are a subscriber 
and wish to receive this section please 
write to: VIDEO Magazine, 460 West 34th 
Street, N.Y. , N.Y, 10001 and state: ‘I am 
over 21 years of age and I want to receive 
VIDEO Magazine's sealed adult section."’ 
You must sign your letter. You must also in- 
clude either your subscriber label or exact 
match code and address from your label in 
zvorrespondence. Please allow 4-6 weeks to 
‘egin service. 





LASER DISCS 


(OW PIT O IN cl cd ry 


I neatiies 
eRe tot BS owe 
EVERY TITLE 
WE STOG xe retailer in the U.S. 
¢ Fastest availability on new titles 
* Most orders shipped same day 44 
* 10% discount on all titles Years in 
¢ Free UPS Shipping in Business 
Continental U.S. (2nd Day Air Only) 
¢ Visa, Mastercard, Amex, checks & C.O.D. 
For Free Catalogue Call or Write 
1-714-892-2283 
Ken 1-800-624-3078 
Crane's INCA 1-800-626-1768 
15251 Beach Blvd., Westminster, CA 92683 





Circle 155 on Reader Service Card. 
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01 LASER VIDEO 


20% OFF 
ON ALL LASERDISCS!!! 
Visa, MasterCard, AMEX, 
Discover, & Checks. 

COD's Not Accepted For 1st Order. 


Send $2 For Our Catalo 
Deductable With Any Purc ase, 
Please Do Not Send Cash. 


Fastest Availability On New & ae : les!" 
Mon-Fri 9 -9/ Sat 11 -9/ Sun 11 - 
Phone: (714) 848-4034 Fax: (714) 841- ae 
8780 Warner Ave.#14, Fountain Valley, CA 92708 








+ 12% OFF LASERDISCS * 
THE LASER IMAGE ... SINCE 1980 
5000 Discs + Pioneer Equipment Dealer 
PH: (303) 586-8360 + Fax: (303) 586-2728 





LASER DISCS UP TO 60% OFF! FREE CATA- 
LOG. LASER EXCHANGE SUITE #275. 444B 
BROADWAY, SAUGUS, MA 01906-1995. (617) 
231-8010. 


FREE SAMPLE - Laser Disc Newsletter News, 
reviews. ads and more. P.O. Box 420, East Rocka- 
way. NY 11518. Phone (800) 551-4914, FAX (516) 
594-9304 


USED LASERDISC CLEARANCE. Rare Titles. 
Save Money. FREE CATALOG. VDI/C 5339 Pros- 
pect #221, San Jose, CA 95129 


* HOLIDAY SALE * 
20% OFF ALL LASERDISCS 
(3-Disc Purchase Required) 
+ SPECIALS + 
SPEED $26.90 
HALLOWEEN $79.00 
SNOW WHITE $77.00 
NIGHTMARE BEFORE CHRISTMAS $79.00 
Dallas Digital Discs 
(214) 987-4744, FAX:(214) 987-3544 


HONG KONG LASERDISCS, (English sub- 
titled) New, used from $79, free catalog 
BLUE LASER, 54 Hazard Avenue, Suite 105, 
Enfield, CT 06082 (413) 747-8527 











NEW & USED LASERDISCS!! 


Westock over 2,000 used & over 6, 000 new LV titles! 
& we take your Used Discs in trade! ! 
INDUSTRY'S BEST SELECTION & SERVICE SINCE 1984 
IMPORTS, CD-I, CD-ROM & KARAOKE, TOO!! 
ights Call or write for our FREE catalogs!!! 
ound 617894-8633 fa.617894-9329 ff A 

27 Jones Rd., Waltham, MA 02154 


Christmas Specials 20% Off 


* 15% off catalog titles * 20% off Monthly Specials * 
Free delivery, $1.50 handling * Visa MC Discover MO * 
Free Brochure call or write * M-F 11AM-7PM 

Sat 10AM-5PM PST * 700 Sleater- 
Kinney Rd SE, Suite B-286, Lacey WA 
98503 * FAX anytime 206-534-0139 
* Call:1- 800-261-0150 «x 

















National Osteoporosis Foundation. 
We Have A Vital Interest In Your Bones. 
1-800-223-9994 


Circle 159 on Reader Service Card. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


RUSSIAN LADIES, truly beautiful, educated, 
seek companionship. Free color photo brochure! 
Russia76, P.O.B. 888851, Atlanta, GA 30356, 
(404) 458-0909. 


BEAUTIFUL LADIES, worldwide, want corre- 
spondence, friendship, marriage. Sample photos 
free! Hermes, Box 110660/A, D-10836 Berlin, Ger- 
many 


ASIAN WOMEN DESIRE ROMANCE! Over- 
seas. Sincere. Attractive. World's #1 Service! Free 
Details. Photos! SUNSHINE INTERNATIONAL 
CORRESPONDENCE, Box 5500-ZR, Kailua 
Kona, Hawaii 96745-5500. (808) 325-7707 


THAI/ASIAN WORLDWIDE ladies desire life- 
mates! FREE brochures: TAWL. P.O. Box 937(V), 
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96745-0937, (808) 329-5559 


MEET WOMEN WORLWIDE! Free 32 page pho- 
to catalog! CHERRY BLOSSOMS, 190VM Rain- 
bow Ridge, Kapaau, Hawaii 96755, 1(408) 
980-7488. 


JAPANESE, ASIANS, EUROPEANS seek 
friendship, correspondence! All Ages! Free infor- 
mation: Inter-Pacific, Box 304-A, Birmingham, MI 
48012. 


LATIN EUROPEAN AND RUSSIAN BEAUTIES 
Want Romance/Marriage. Free 56 Page Catalog. 
LatinEuro Introductions, Box 26750-VI, Ft. Lauder- 
dale, FL. 33320 1-305-858-7766. Anytime. 


GORGEOUS ASIAN WOMEN! Romance, Corre- 
spondence, Lifemates! Color Photos! P.I.C., BOX 
461873-V, L.A., CA. 90046 213-650-1994. 


PAL/SECAM EQUIPMENT 


>MULTI SYSTEM< 
PAL*SECAMeNTSC 


VGR'se CAMCORDERS* PROJECTORS* MONITORS 
All major manufacturers: SONY* JVCe PHILIPSe 
PANASONICe HITACHI & more ! 


For information: (201) 833-1703 » FAX: (201) 833-1684 
PROJECTION TV 
BUILD YOUR OWN GIANT PROJECTION TV. 
SAVE SS THOUSANDS!!! HIGHLY PROFITA- 


BLE!!! SIMPLE!!! POLI-VISION, 187-V CY- 
PRESS STREET, THROOP, PA 18512-1429 


SATELLITE 


SATELLITE TV 



































galt 
Siem oe] 
ler Ellele) 


NAME BRAND EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES 
Systems » Upgrades « IRDs * Movers » Feeds 
LNBs * 3' to 24' Dishes and much more... 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 


800-334-6455 
218-739-5231 Int'l 
218-739-4879 Fax 
Skyvision, Inc 
= 1028 FRONTIER DRIVE FERGUS Fi 
INSTALL ¢ 


R UPDATE ye 
TEARN HOW VideoCypherii Owners Ge 
Sound Without Codes. $19.95. NASSIRIAN, 
Box 382H, Rio Linda, CA 95673. 


SATELLITE TV 


NEW! SMALL DISH ONLY $899 
FREE catalog lists a great new small 
dish with 200 channel capacity. Eas' 
30 minute installation. Beat hig 
cable prices and gat more channels! 





The Cable 
Alternative 





800-472-8626 





\ CALL NOW 


TRANSFERRING 


NTSE, PAL, SECAM TAPES CONVERTED. 
Call 800-596-3061 Or Mail International Video 
Specialist, 7 Atlas St., Westerly, RI. 02891. 








DIGITAL CONVERSIONS - LOWEST RATES 
Guaranteed quality. All Standards/Formats. IN- 
TERVIDEO 3533 S. Archer, CHICAGO, IL 60609 
1-800-726-1315. 


HOME MOVIES AND PHOTOGRAPHS 
TRANSFERRED TO VIDEO. Regular 8MM, 
Super 8MM. 16MM. Beautiful Special Effects. CD 
Quality Music, Creative Titling! Photographs Taken 
From Video. G.A.V.S., 1-800-447-2855. 


DIGITAL CONVERSIONS $24.95. VIDEO- 
CASSETTE DELIVERED. QUALITY GUAR- 
ANTEED. EIGHT GREAT YEARS OF 
SERVICE. SAME DAY. A.I.V., 595 CIR- 
CLEWOOD, AURORA, OH 44202 (216) 
562-8983. 


FOREIGN DIGITAL TRANSFERS From 
$19.95 NTSC/PAL/SECAM, VHS. S-VHS, Beta, 
Hi8. 3D Research, 205 Ravenscroft Court, Cranbe- 
rry Township, PA 16066 TOLL FREE 
1-800-735-8582 


FOREIGN VIDEO CONVERSIONS. Through 
digital process. PAL/SECAM. RK VIDEO DUB INC. 
60-15 ROOSEVELT AVENUE, WOODSIDE, N.Y. 
11377. 1-800-851-8514, 1-718-639-2881. 


FOREIGN DIGITAL TRANSFERS & MASS 
DUPLICATION. PAL/SECAM/NTSC. Same Day 
Service. Quality Guaranteed - $19.99.JMD Video 
Productions, 28091 Dequinder, Madison Heights, 
MI 48071. 800-708-5557. 














WANTED 


WANTED: CURVED SCREEN, 120 INCH, 
FOR KLOSS/ADVENT PROJECTION TV. 
619-278-8445, ARNOLD 


WIRELESS CABLE 


Quality Microwave TV Antennas 
WIRELESS CABLE - IFTS - MMDS - Amateur TV 
Ultra High Gain 50db(+) ¢ Tuneable 1.9 to 2.7 Ghz: 

* 55-Channel Dish System $199.95 


* 36-Channel Dish System $149.95 
* 20-Channel Dish System $124.95 


© Optional Commercial Grid Antenna (not shown) Add $50.00 
Yagi Antennas, Components, Custom Tuning Available 
f © Call or write (SASE) for “FREE” Catalog 
Dish System P.0. Box 8533 « Scottsdale, AZ 85252 
LIFETIME (602) 947-7700 ($3.00 Credit all phone orders) 
WARRANTY _ MasterCard © Visa © American Express © COD's © Quantity Pricing 
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VIDEOTAPES 


VIDEO EXPOSES, HOLLYWOOD SCANDALS, 
Tragedies, Celebrity and Rock Star Deaths, Tragic 
Child Stars, Underground Hollywood. Free Cata- 
log. Wavelength Video, 1621 Montessouri St., Las 
Vegas, NV 89117 





ATAL 
with 3 FREE VI 
pots Offer For All New Customers, 
nna 8 $3 Spin 
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For The Man Who 0 50 VIDEOS 


Thinks He's Seen 
EVERYTHING!!! 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 


CALL 212-947-6500 

















MAY 1994 


VHS/S-VHS Camcorder Buyers Guide 
How To Shoot Action & Adventure 
Videotests: 

Toshiba M-760 VHS VCR 

Memorex Model 17 8mm TVCR 
Panasonic WJ-AVE7 Digital Mixer 
Pioneer CLD-S201 Combi Player 





AUGUST 1994 


Innovative New Products for Fall 

How to Choose Lights & Tripods 
Videotests: 

Panasonic LX-600 Combi Player 

Sharp VL-H400U Hi8 Camcorder 
ProScan PSC24C VHS-C Camcorder 
Videonics Titlemaker 2000 Video Titler 







If you’ve missed 
any of VIDEO’s 
recent issues, 
use this coupon ae 
to order. But ae 


+ Hands On: Powerhouse New Video Mixer - 


VIDEO 


magazine 


Light Your 
1 CST 





Widescreen TV Buying Guide 

How to Break into Public Access TV 
Videotests: 

Panasonic CT-31XF50 31-inch TV 
RCA CC547 VHS Camcorder 
Samsung CXB1924 VHS TVCR 
BMB LV-1500S Combi Player 


+ Balance Home Theater Speakers Like A Pro+ 


DEO 


magazine 









Home Theater For 
Tight Spaces~ What Works 
& How To Dolt 











ee | hy 


SEPTEMBER 1994 


The Basics of Video Editing 

20 Universal Remotes Compared 
Videotests: 

Vidikron Crystal One LCD Projector 
Canon ES-1000 Hi8 Camcorder 
Studio Magic Desktop Video Package 
Panasonic PV-4464 VHS VCR 





» New Videotests! More Comparative Inte! Page 20- 


Et 


ULE 


V1D 


Thealer— *’, | 
Cool Prices! 


“eeu 


Ana: video's 
HEXT GENERATION - sere 


Home Theater for Pennypinchers 

Hot New Products of Tomorrow 
Videotests: 

Sony EV-S7000 Hi8 VCR 

Panasonic PV-S64 S-VHS-C Camcorder 
Sony TR-700 Hi8 Camcorder 

MSB LS-1 Laserdisc Transport 


OCTOBER 1994 


Preview of New Digital Satellite Systems 
CES Review—Whats Hot, What’s Not 
Videotests: 

Goldstar VHS/8mm VCR 

Sony TR400 Hi8 Camcorder 

Toshiba 56-inch Widescreen TV 
Pioneer CLD-D703 Combi Player 


Please send me the issues of VIDEO Magazine I’ve checked. I 
O MAY 1994 QJUNE 1994 QOJULY 1994 UO AUGUST 1994 
QO) SEPTEMBER 1994 OQ OCTOBER 1994 





DURES sts R kere) 


supply is limit- 
ed, so hurry! cry 


Enclosed is my payment of $ 


PU RBTAT ES ahs ZIP 


For each issue, send $2.95 plus $1 


postage & handling ($3.95 total); please make check payable to VIDEO Magazine. 


Ca ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Clip & mail to: VIDEO Back Issues, 460 West 34th Street, New York, NY 10001 






































Two friends recently bit the multimedia 
bullet and exposed me to my first 
under-the-hood experience with this 
new medium. They and I were surprised 
to learn just how difficult it can be for 
computer novices to install and use 
CD-ROM productions, especially discs 
with extensive video and animation. 
Some CD-ROM programs are gen- 
uinely exciting and the drives are 
already in millions of computers, often 
as standard features. To take advantage 
of this, both my friends bought Apple 
Macintosh computers with built-in CD- 
ROM drives. The machines are among 
the easiest to set-up and operate. They 
thought they were on solid ground. 
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A 


J 
[<T>] 





f 1 
wee Adirondack Mountains 

at ot 

if ” sp to, qy Adlai Stevenson 


aif 


we Admiral David Farragut 


au Admiral George Dewey 


Q) adolf cichmann 


wi Advancing Lay 


| Fi] Aegean Coast, T 


egean Coast, Turkey 











a Administrative Divisions of Wales 


urkey 





BY FRANK BEACHAM 





Are CD-ROMs 
really ready 
for prime time? 


extensions and important application 
preferences. 

My friend’s system file, not extrava- 
gant by any means, was double Micro- 
soft’s “plain vanilla” estimate. As a 
result, Encarta barely worked on his 
Mac TV. Even if the full 4MB had been 
available, said the Microsoft technician, 
Encarta might still run sluggishly, and 
video sections probably wouldn’t work. 

The answer to the problem? Add 
more memory to the Mac TV: RAM 
chips plus installation for $350 and up, 
depending on the amount of extra 
RAM one chooses to add. While this 
may seem obvious to computer buffs, it 
was quite a shock to the friend who had 
just shelled out 
more than $2,000 
for a new comput- 
er for the primary 
purpose of playing 
CD-ROMs. My ot- 
her friend bought a 
Power Mac. With 
40MB of RAM, 
there was plenty of 
memory for Encar- 
ta but, not being 
computer literate, 
she was baffled 
about how to start 
the program. Writ- 
ten instructions 








Memories: Encarta needs 4 MB to run, but several more to run comfortably. 


were no help. Af- 





They were wrong. One friend bought a 
Macintosh TV that came with 5 
megabytes of RAM. But it didn’t take 
long for him to learn that, with the 
computer’s operating system taking up 
about half the available memory, many 
CD-ROM titles would only work slug- 
gishly, if at all. 

One of those programs was 
Microsoft’s popular 1994 Encarta 
Multimedia Encyclopedia. According to 
Microsoft’s specs, Encarta requires 
4MB of memory to operate, but 5 to 
8MB are recommended. In citing these 
requirements, a Microsoft customer ser- 
vice technician told me that the com- 
pany leaves room for “a plain vanilla” 
version of Apple’s System 7 operating 
system. Plain vanilla, I learned, means 
an operating system using only about 
1,200K of memory, leaving no room for 
extra fonts, special sounds, system 





ter clicking on the 
CD-ROM's installer, the program still 
wouldn’t open. Only after opening a file 
folder on the CD-ROM and randomly 
selecting icons was she able to launch 
the program. 

Rich Bowers, executive director of 
the Optical Publishers Association, a 
trade group for CD-ROM publishers 
and manufacturers, proved refreshingly 
candid about his industry’s foibles. 
Bowers acknowledged the stumbling 
blocks I described were common, but 
said the situation is quickly getting bet- 
ter. Bowers said there is a major effort 
underway to make all CD-ROMs 
playable on all major computer plat- 
forms, although many issues regarding 
remain unresolved. 

“The problems are not so much in 
the Mac world as in the PC world,” 
explained Bowers, adding that some 
publishers “are making a serious mar- 





keting mistake” by saying their product 
runs under the Multimedia Personal 
Computer (MPC) specification. “The 
disc will run, but you can grow old wait- 
ing for it,” he said. “Realistically, the 
disc needs more memory, but publishers 
don’t want to say that because they 
want the customer to buy it and try it 
and maybe live with it.” 

“One thing we have to do is get the 
production of these discs out of the 
hands of programmers,” Bowers said. 
“What we really need is computers 
designed by Rubbermaid or Black and 
Decker, with operating systems de- 
signed by Disney, because these compa- 
nies know how to talk to people.” 

Knowing just enough about CD- 
ROMs to be dangerous, I have a few 
suggestions PC makers and CD-ROM 
publishers might consider if they really 
want the rest of us to experience the 
pleasures CD-ROMs can hold: 

e All personal computers with CD- 
ROM players should include enough 
memory to adequately play commer- 
cially available CD-ROMs. Just as we 
have assurances that any audio CD 
player will play any music CD, the same 
should apply to the machines that play 
CD-ROMs. Players with insufficient 
memory inevitably lead disgruntled cus- 
tomers to feel they’ve been ripped off by 
the industry. 

e Create universal icons for CD- 
ROMs that clearly indicate how to start 
the disc on any compatible computer. 
Better yet, offer an automatic loading 
system that launches a CD-ROM's pro- 
gram the moment the disc is inserted. 
(Some publishers are already doing this, 
said Bowers.) To clutter CD-ROMs 
with a hodgepodge of installer files, util- 
ities and folders, while displaying no 
clear path to operation, is enormously 
frustrating to those new to computers. 

e Create CD-ROMs that run effi- 
ciently on all major computer plat- 
forms. Bowers says this is already hap- 
pening: It cannot happen fast enough. 
But simple machine-to-machine com- 
patibility is not sufficient. All CD- 
ROM programs should clearly display 
the amount of memory needed to run 
efficiently on each platform. True “plug 
and play” capability is essential before 
the medium will be widely accepted by 
those outside the computer culture. = 
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Which scares you more, a horror film with the 
sound turned off, or a horror show on the radio? 
The answer is easy because it is the movie’s sound- 
track which carries the pathos and emotion. You 
can enjoy sound without pictures, but who wants 
pictures without sound? 


Its What You Don’t 


See That 


PR 
=, more to do it right! 
= AudioQuest offers 


a full range of 

cables, but the 

biggest improve- 

ment you'll hear 

is going from big 
fat stranded cable to the 
least expensive cables 
from AudioQuest. For the 

complete story, please call 
or write for our Cable Design 
booklet — or better yet, visit 
an AudioQuest dealer and 
listen for yourself. 





Counts. 


It just so happens that cables are the part 
of your system which can help or hurt the 
performance the most... and for the least money. 
Whether you have two-channel stereo or multi- 
channel stereo, you have to have cables. You 
can’t completely fix a bad system with good cables, 
but you can seriously degrade a good system with 
badly designed cables. 

You won't see the cables and you won’t see the 
sound — but you will experience the difference! 


audioquest. 


P.O. Box 3060 San Clemente, CA 92674 USA TEL (714) 498-2770 FAX (714) 498-5112 








- Discover What Happens 
~ When 8mm Mects VHS 


Introducing The Goldstar VHS" 





VH8-Model# GVR-DD1 


It Plays 8mm. It Plays VHS. It’s The Deck That Does It All. 


Goldstar VH8 $100” Rebate 


Fill out this card and send it along with the 
original sales receipt to: 
Goldstar VH8 Rebate 


P.O. Box 828 
Cypress, CA 90630-0828 


If you've been looking for VHS convenience from your 8mm home videos, then it's time you 
got it together with the Goldstar VH8™ video cassette recorder. 

¢ Plays Standard and Hi 8 Tapes * Edits 8mm Tapes with * Audio/Video Dubbing 

Plays VHS Tapes Flying Erase Head e 181 Channel Tuning 

¢ Copies 8mm onto VHS © Character Titling e Peace of Mind Warranty 


All this and a $100 manufacturer's rebate is yours, with the Goldstar VH8™ video cassette 


recorder. If you’re an 8mm camcorder owner, it's got all the qualities you're looking for. < 
ame = ———EEEE 


Call 1-800-243-0000 | Addeess 








For The Participating Goldstar Retailer Nearest You Phone st : ee ee 





VH8 Serial # 





Place of Purchase : : ee 





GoldStar 


All The Qualities You’re Looking For 
Goldstar U.S.A., Inc., 1000 Sylvan Avenue, Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632 1-800-243-0000 


“Purchase must be made by Dec. 31, 1994. Rebate redemption coupon must be postmarked no later than Jan. 15, 1995. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 


Purchase Price at s 


GoldStar 


le All The Qualities You’re Looking For 





Circle 57 on Reader Service Card. 





Give your friends the perfect gift — 12 issues of 
VIDEO Magazine to keep them in the know on video. 


You'll save time ... no long lines, no traffic ... 
and you don’t need to worry about sizes either. 


Your first gift is only $11.97. You save almost 
20% off the regular $15.00 price. Additional gifts 
are just $9.97 — you save even more! Please 
attach a separate sheet for additional gifts and 
return with this card in an envelope. 






DETACH HERE AND MAIL TODAY 


magazine 
Each gift you give will be acknowledged with a handsome gift card. Your friends 


will appreciate your thoughtful gift — and we will, too. 


in a hurry? Call Toll Free 1-800-365-1008 and order your gifts today! 


Send Gift Subscription To: Enter or renew my own 


subscription, too. 
WaM@ oe eo 
Payment Enclosed 

Address ay 


City NSENOe Ty Tr Bill Me Now 


. 1 f » aft a 995 
Bill Me $11.97 (additional gifts are $9.97) Bill me after Jan. 1, 1995. 


Name Offer valid for U.S. and 
Canada. Canada add 


$7.47 for postage and 
OF 5 Agee CSR IES SN USNR DAMA Sey. | | RR Oe ee pense Soe eA 9 IF 
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SHOP EARLY 
SAVE TIME 


GIVE VIDEO TO 
THE BUFFS ON YOUR 
SHOPPING LIST 
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